IQ{ 5 O =1

The greatest Christmas gift of all O holy Child of Bethlehem
was never placed beneath a tree, Descend to us, we pray:
But lay within a manger, Cast out our sin and enter in.
Beneath a star, for all to see. Be born in us today.

Amen.

The season of Advent (which means arrival) begins the first Sunday after Thanksgiving and
extends through four Sundays. Advent celebrates the coming of the Christ child into the world
and the significance of this event in the lives of every Christian.

The Nativity
Luke 2:1-20

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered.
This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to
their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and
family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was
expecting a child.

While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger, because there

8



