In response to these fundamental beliefs that we brought the Call for a Living Peace Church to Annual
Conference. Now that it has been adopted, what will this mean for the church?
- Taken from On Earth Peace, Fall 2003, Bob Gross

A Matter of Conscience: Draft L egislation in 2003 & 2004

We, asthe Church of the Brethren, are known as an historic Peace Church. To help usunderstand and
beinformed about legidation, | have reprinted an excerpt from the Witness to Washington,
January/February, 2004.

ﬁ The threat of a military draft looms like a specter on the horizon. As members of an
historic Peace Church, many Brethren remain concerned about forced conscription.
'@F Sadly, such fears are not unfounded, and the past year has seen an increased focus on this
iy frightening _subj ect. In January of 2003 — befo_re the most re<_:en_t invasion of Irag —
_l!'—'-'"'u'-'-'-'.. Representative Charles Rangdl (D-NY/, 15th) introduced a bill into Congress that would

Chureh of the Brethren | € feCtiVEly reingtitute the military draft in the United States. Although Rep. Rangel made

Washington Office it clear that he did not necessarily support forced conscription per se, his motivation

behind this effort was to show that the military — and specifically those fighting on the
front lines — consisted of a disproportionate and unfair percentage of minorities. Rangel intended this new draft
bill (HR 163) to be a sort of “wake-up call,” the theory behind it being that Congress would be less likely to
commit the US to a costly war if THEIR sons and daughters faced the threat of conscription. Backed by Senator
Ernest Hollings (DSC) through a companion bill in the Senate (S 89), the potential for a military draft quickly
reappeared as a point of serious concern in the public mind.

In recent weeks, concern over a potential draft has returned to the national conscience. Stating that the war in
Iraq has unfairly affected those individuals voluntarily serving in the National Guard and Reserves, Rep. Rangel
isagain pushing for amilitary draft. Moreover, both HR 163 and S 89 — the two bills supporting a draft —

are still viable and are currently being considered in committee. Specifically, they call for the induction of both
male and female citizens, age 18 to 26, without exemption to those in college. With the US military stretched to
capacity in both Afghanistan and Iraqg, the threat of a draft is indeed a serious matter, and one that requires
immedi ate attention.

With a profound and historic belief in peace, the Church of the Brethren takes the prospect of a draft with the
utmost seriousness. It is a dangerous misconception to believe that forced conscription can be either a deterrent
to war or atool to increase diversity in the armed forces. A steady supply of troops would NOT be an obstacle
to war, and past drafts have proven ineffective at creating a diverse military. In addition, neither bill allows
adequate provisions for conscientious objectors, those individuals who cannot — through faith and/or good
conscience — fight in the military. Currently, these bills only allow non-combatant status for CO’s, meaning
they would still have to actively serve in the armed forces. Civilian service would only be allowed through the
direct action of the President, an especialy difficult requirement. As aresult, it isimportant to take action
regarding this dangerous legidlation. The draft is NOT unstoppable. We encourage you to consider YOUR
conscience in this matter. Make your voice heard! Take action!

What does YOUR conscience say about war? Visit the Brethren Witness/\Washington Office web page at
www.brethren.org to learn more about being a conscientious objector. Consider the steps on the next page and
make YOUR conscience known to the world!

Sign up to receive ACTION-MAIL by joining our ACTION ALERT List! Receive information about pressing
issues and legidation needing your urgent response. Sign Up by emailing us at washington_office_gb@brethren.org
(Subject: “Action Alert”) or by calling us at 1-800-785-3246! Witness to Washington page 2

www.brethren.or g/genbd/WitnessWashOffice.html January/February 2004 Save a tree! Receive the e-mail version of
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