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Carol’s Comments    “Got a Rooster?” 
Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself.  They asked him, “ You are not also one of his 
disciples, are you?”  He denied it and said, “I am not.”  One of the slaves of the high priest, a relative of the 
man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, “Did I not see you in the garden with him?”  Again Peter denied it, 
and at that moment the cock crowed.  John 18: 25-27  NRSV 
 A few weeks ago Dave Reneau and I were at a Faith Housing Board meeting.  While waiting for the 
chair to arrive, the discussion with the others turned to a rooster.  It seems that the townsfolk could hear a 
rooster crowing.  They laughed about how it crowed all day.  I said that we live further out from town, more 
like country area, and we didn’t have a rooster.  (Be careful what you brag about.)  I was pleased that we didn’t 
have that annoyance.  

 The very next day, guess what showed up in the barnyard next to us?  A rooster, of 
course.  It was a white rooster with beautiful tail feathers.  He strutted around the barnyard so 
cocky and proud crowing loudly.  At four a.m. the next morning Bob and I were greeted, or 

rather awakened, by the cock-a-doodle-doo.  On and on he crowed.  All day long his cocky crow 
is heard.  During the day, it’s not so bad.  I’m not at the parsonage much during the day, so it is 

tolerable.  But it’s his incessant four a.m. crowing that becomes irritating.  Not only at four a.m., 
but from then on throughout the day his crowing is heard.  I’ve even tried to chase him away, but 
he keeps coming back.  He eats the birdseed that falls from the bird feeder in the front yard of the 

parsonage. 
 No one knows where this rooster came from, but he’s still hanging around crowing his lungs out.  I 
actually blame Dave Reneau.  I accused him of sending this rooster our way, since the rooster appeared the next 
day after our conversation.  It does make one wonder.  (Just kidding.)  
 Think about it though.  A rooster’s crow can be like a sin that won’t go away.  Sin rears it’s ugly head 
anytime of the day, haunting us like a rooster’s crow.   Sin can awaken us from our sleep.  We don’t always talk 
about “sin” anymore.  But let me tell you that sin still exists.  We may cloak the word sin by using different 
words calling it a mistake or indiscretion, but sin is anything that separates us from God.  Whatever has our 
attention has us. Sometimes that is sin if that thought or action takes us or distances us from a loving 
relationship with God.  Lying, cheating, adultery, stealing are still sins the last I looked.  But society today 
seems to encourage those things by the shows that are prolific on TV today.  

Often our restlessness, or nightmares, our conflicts are due to some sin in our life. But…we have gotten 
so desensitized we hardly recognize sin anymore.  We need to take time to examine our lives to be sure that 
some “rooster” hasn’t entered the barnyard.  We may try to ignore sin, but the crowing will not go away until 
the sin is removed. If something is distancing us from God; if we discover sin, I John 1:9 tells us, “If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  How refreshing 
to know that Jesus Christ paved the way for our forgiveness.  He redeemed us.  He extended grace to cover sin.  
We have been freed from sin!  Hallelujah!  
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 The next time I hear the rooster crow, I want to remember to examine myself and see if there indeed is 
some sin lurking in the barnyard.  So let me ask you, “Have you got a rooster?”  

 In Christ, 
 Pastor Carol M. Pfeiffer 
 

Newsletter  
The June and July newsletter has been combined this month due to vacation and Annual Conference.  
  

 
                    

             Happy moments, praise God.  
                Difficult moments, seek God.  
                   Quiet moments, worship God.  
                    Painful moments, trust God.  
                     Every moment, th ank God.  

 
********  

 
June Birthdays        July Birthdays  
1 Lorri Artman, Carolyn Wright    2  Curtis Healton, Ashley Beaty 
2 Mary Davis       3  Sara Renaker 
3 Beverly Amick, Al Chapman, Kathryn Hoover  4 Jeanette Stout 
4 Jace Burroughs, Betty Miike     5  Forrest Evan Hoover 
7 Donna Hollenberg                 13 Valerie Lyles, Heather Stout 
9 June Kendrick, Zsanelle Hoover              14 Kirby Stout 
10 Aleesa Drennen                           17         Beth Bowman 
12 Erica Hoover                                       20 Samuel Reagan             
13 Matthew Beaty                           21 Shirley Root 
16 Randy Werking                           24 Derek Williams 
17 Paula Sue Blair                           25 Betty Hoover 
18 Kim Hall                                                  26 Lindsey Artman, Katerine McIntire 
20 David Reneau                            27 Jodi Johnson, Ray Hoover, Joe  
24 Margaret Briar                   Williams, Heather Nicholson  
29 Lorna Peele                 31 Joshua Briar 
30 Moriah Stout       
 
Continuing to Pray for…  
*Ruth Stout  Wilda Helms   Cliff & Mary Jane Renaker             Shirley Root    Bob Klein  
Jeremy DeVinney  Bob Burroughs  Phyllis DeVinney    Fred Dilling   
 
Sympathies 
Our condolences go to Bill and Linda DeVinney and family on the death of Bill’s father Carl 
DeVinney on Sunday May 23.   
 
Smorgasbord Report 
Thanks to all those who donated food and/or helped with the church Smorgasbord!  The amount donated to the 
church treasury totaled $500.00.  
 
Gideon Collection 
May 30 Jeff Huffine represented the Gideons and spoke during worship about how Bibles are distributed.  Jeff 
also shared stories about those whom were helped as recipients of a Bible.  An open Bible collection was taken 
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at the end of the worship service.  The collection brought in $190.00 to help support the placing of Bibles in 
motels and hospitals.  Bibles are also provided for our service men and women, nurses, and school children who 
would like to receive one.  Memorial cards as well as “Thank You” cards “Thinking of You” cards are at the 
back of the sanctuary for special giving on behalf of someone.   
  
Don’t Forget to Check the Sign-up Sheets 

Volunteers are still needed each month to mow the grass and clean the church.  Check the sign-up sheets 
in the East Sunday School Classroom or the bulletin board for opportunity to be of service.  Have you 

taken a turn yet? 
 

 
Women’s Study  
The women continue to study Soul Feast by Marjorie Thompson.  June 17 will be our next meeting time.   
 
Vacation Bible School 
It won’t be long till our Vacation Bible School June 14-18 begins.  Teachers and helpers are still needed.  
Please see Kathy Denney or Carol Bullock if you can help.  If you have a neighbor child, invite them to come 
and/or bring them.   
 
Deacon Picnic 
The next Deacon meeting will be a picnic at Darrel and Marjorie Briar’s on June 15 at 5:30 
p.m.  Bring a dish and a smile.   
 
Keep Collecting Pennies From Heaven 

Each of us has been challenged to save two pennies per day for a year.  The money will be 
collected periodically to see how we are doing.  The money will go to outreach.  So…save those 
coins. 

 
Our Givings for May 
Four weeks in May : 
Amount needed Monthly..............………………..$1,420.29  
Average Weekly Offering..............………………..  1,155.50 
May 2........................................………………….    1,713.50 
May 8.......................................…………………...      732.50 
May 16......................................…………………...     856.00 
May 23.....................................…………………...   1,320.00 
Use of church ............................…………………..     100.00 
 The Disaster Fund ……………………………………$5.00  
 
Average attendance…………………………………….46  
 
Guest Preacher on June 6 
Herschel Murray  will bring the morning message on June 6 while Pastor Carol is on vacation.  The title of his 
message is “What Do You Really Know?”  using the John 16:12-15 passage. 
 
Our Graduates 
Congratulations to our graduates!  You have accomplished much, and we wish you God’s blessings on your 
future endeavors.  
 
Brian Wieseke graduates June 6 in Michigan from Saranac High School.  His plans are to attend a community 
technical college.  Brian is the son of Carolyn and Steve Wieseke.  
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Graduates continued  
Paula Head graduates from Hagerstown High School.  Paula is the grand daughter of Donna and Leslie Ramey. 
 
Ryan Renaker graduated from Indiana University Purdue University Indianapolis.  His parents are Teresa and 
Allen Renaker.  
 
Kirby Stout graduated from Indiana University.  His parents are Cookie and Gary Stout. 
 
William House graduated from Bethany Theological Seminary on May 8.  Bill is a new member to Nettle 
Creek. 
 
Bread and Cup Communion 
July 18 will be our Bread and Cup Communion during worship.  Please be in prayer and reflection as you come 
to the Lord’s Table in remembrance of Christ. 
 
American Friends Service Committee and Quaker Hill Conference Center Garage Sale 
On June 11 and 12, 2004 the American Friends Service Committee and Quaker Hill Conference Center are 
having a garage sale to benefit the work of both organizations.  It will begin at 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  The 
location is Quaker Hill Conference Center, 101 Quaker Hill Drive, Richmond, Indiana.  Directions:  ¼ mile 
west of US 27 (near Reid Hospital).  Turn into Quaker Hill Drive from Waterfall Road.  If you have items to 
donate for the sale, take them to Quaker Hill Conference Center at 101 Quaker Hill Drive or American Friends 
Service Committee office at 611 West Main Street (nest to West Richmond Friends Meeting).  You may call 
765-966-6484 to arrange for items to be picked up. 
 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE DELEGATE BRIEFING 
SUNDAY, JUNE 13, 2004, 2:30 P.M. 

MARION CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN  
 
 
Denominational News: 
Brethren leaders support ecumenical statements on Iraq, Middle East, Sudan. 
Three ecumenical statements made in May have received support from Brethren leaders. The statements call 
attention to situations in Iraq, the Middle East, and Sudan.  A Pastoral Letter on Iraq from the National 
Council of Churches (NCC) was shared in a May 17 mailing from the General Board's Brethren 
Witness/Washington Office, which encouraged congregations to read or share it during morning worship on 
Sunday May 23. The letter has received endorsement from Stan Noffsinger, general secretary, Church of the 
Brethren General Board. 
 
Recognizing "the broad perspectives of many in the faith community in regards to war" and the stronger 
stance taken by the Church of the Brethren, the office called "the unified voice represented here as one vital, 
and needed, in such days as these." The Pastoral Letter is written "out of a deep love for this country, but also 
out of a profound concern at the direction this cycle of violence is taking us" and calls for a change of course in 
Iraq. The letter can be found at www.ncccusa.org/news/04iraqpastoralletter.html . 
 
Jones added his signature to a letter from ecumenical leaders to US President Bush sent on May 7 and 
coordinated by Churches for Middle East Peace. The letter asked for understanding of "the crisis in the Holy 
Land confronting Christian Palestinians, Christian institutions, and those who wish to visit the birthplace of 
Christianity." Concerns regarded the effects of the separation barrier being constructed by Israel, taxation issues 
that may force some church institutions to close due to the removal of their longstanding tax-exempt status, and 
"the denial and delay of visas, by Israel, for clergy and church personnel result[ing] in understaffed seminaries, 
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churches, hospitals, education and other institutions." Fifty Christian leaders signed the letter. 
 
In another statement on an apparent attempt at ethnic cleansing in Sudan, the Executive Board of the NCC 
called attention to a genocide going on in Darfur that already has claimed tens of thousands of lives, a May 19 
release said. The statement called on the government of Sudan to stop attacks against civilians and called on the 
US "to continue to press the Sudanese government to bring to a halt this unfolding horror and to support 
appropriate diplomatic, humanitarian, conflict resolution and peace enforcement efforts by the United Nations 
to these ends." The statement came after an April 23 observance of the 10th anniversary of the Rwandan  
Genocide, sponsored by the NCC, at which speakers noted that the world is not stepping up effectively to stop 
the killing in Sudan. 
 
"The Church of the Brethren would certainly echo this call of concern guided by the 1996 Annual Conference 
Statement on 'Nonviolence and Humanitarian Intervention,' " said Noffsinger.  
 
Bethany Seminary celebrates ninety-ninth commencement. 
On Saturday May 8 Bethany Theological Seminary, Richmond, Indiana, celebrated her ninety-ninth 

commencement. Two observances marked the occasion: a ceremony for conferring degrees in 
Bethany's 
Nicarry Chapel, and a public worship celebration held in Stout Meetinghouse on the adjacent 
Earlham College campus. Eleven students received Master of Divinity degrees, one with an Emphasis 
in Ministry with Youth and Young Adults. Six students received Master of Arts in Theology degrees, 
four with an emphasis in Peace Studies.Those who received degrees are: 
 
Master of Divinity, with an emphasis in Ministry With Youth and Young Adults : Noel S. Naff, 
of Tryon, North Carolina.  
 
Master of Divinity : Jeremy Ashworth, of Fort Wayne, Ind., with Distinction in Ministry Studies; B. 

Elizabeth Cox, of Waynesboro, Pa.; William House, of New Castle, Ind.; Paul Liepelt, of Madison, Conn.; 
Patricia L. Meeks, of Greenville, Ohio; Brian P. Messler, of Baltimore, Md.; Ever Mudambanuki, of Zimbabwe; 
Mbode Ndirmbita, of Nigeria; Andrew Sampson, of Forest, Ohio; and Richard Yeager-Stiver, of Marion, Ohio. 
 
Master of Arts in Theology, with a Peace Studies Emphasis: Thomas Coursen, of Richmond, Ind.; Leslie 
Ann Billhimer Frye, of McPherson, Kan., with Distinction in Theological and Historical Studies and her thesis 
work; Mark Godfrey, of McPherson, Kan.; and Holly White, of North Hampton, Ohio, with Distinction in 
Theological and Historical Studies. 
 
Master of Arts in Theology: Joshua Brockway, of North Canton, Ohio; Kathryn S. Eisenbise, of 
Elizabethtown, Pa., with Distinction in Biblical Languages.  
 
Graduates' future endeavors include careers in pastoral and congregational ministry, teaching, and additional 
graduate study. Bethany Theological Seminary was founded in 1905 and is the graduate school and academy for 
theological education for the Church of the Brethren.  
 
New gardening book published by Brethren Press. 
A new book on gardening, "Gardening for the Earth and Soul"  by Heather Dean and Tom Benevento,  has 
been published by Brethren Press. 
More than a sustainable gardening book, it's also a book of social commentary, global peace, and children's 
activities, all pulled together by Benevento's line drawings. Drawing on their education and personal 
experiences, the authors address both the practical and spiritual benefits of gardening. Benevento, the General 
Board's Latin America specialist, and Dean both have worked alongside the indigenous people of Central 
America and used their experiences to create community gardens that thrive in the urban landscape in 
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North America. The book is a practical and inspirational "how to" manual. Cost is $18.99 plus shipping and 
handling. To order, call 800-441-3712, go online to www.BrethrenPress.com , or buy it at the Brethren Press 
bookstore at Annual Conference this summer in Charleston, W.Va. Refer to item number 8534. 
 
Don Vermilyea has taken his 20 millionth step in his Walk Across America.  
The Brethren Volunteer Service worker  is walking across the nation, with the goal of visiting 
every Church of the Brethren congregation. He took the historic step in Minnesota on May 12, 
and has now walked 9,689 miles. For more information on Vermilyea's quest, which began in Feb. 
2002 in Arizona, go to www.brethren.org  and click on keyword box to find the Walk Across 
America.  
 
2004 Intellectual Freedom Award from the Indiana Library Foundation 

Doug Archer , ordained in the Church of the Brethren and peace studies librarian at the 
Hesburgh Library at the University of Notre Dame, has received the 2004 Intellectual 
Freedom Award from the Indiana Library Foundation. The award recognizes his longtime 
advocacy for intellectual freedom and support for local control of library policies, in 
opposition to last year's Supreme Court ruling that public libraries must have filters on their 

computers to block out potentially offensive websites. Archer is a member of Mount Pleasant Church 
of the Brethren in Bourbon, Ind. An article about the award can be found at www.SouthBendTribune.com . 
 

Life’s Lesson 
There once was a bunch of tiny frogs, who arranged a running competition.  The 

goal was to reach the to p of a very high tower.  A big crowd had gathered 
around the tower to see the race and cheer on the contestants.  The race 

began.  Honestly, no one in the crowd really believed that the tiny frogs would reach 
the top of the tower.  You heard statements such as “Oh, WAY too difficult!!”  “They will 
NEVER make it to the top.”  Or: “Not a chance that they will succeed.  The tower is too high!”  

The tiny frogs began collapsing.  One by one…except for those, who in a fresh tempo 
were climbing higher and higher.  The crowd continued to yell, “It is too difficult!!!  No one will 
make it!”  More tiny frogs got tired and gave up.  But ONE continued higher and higher and 
higher.  This one wouldn’t give up! 

At the end everyone else had given up climbing the tower.  Except for the one tiny frog 
who, after a big effort, was the only one who reached the top!  THEN all the other tiny frogs 
naturally wanted to know how this one frog managed to do it.  

A contestant asked the tiny frog how he had found the strength to succeed and 
reach the goal.  It turned out…that the winner was DEAF!!! 

The wisdom of this story is:  Never listen to other people’s tendencies to be 
negative or pessimistic…because they take your most wonderful dreams and wishes away 
from you…the one you have in your heart!  Always think of the power words have.  

Because everything you hear and read will affect your actions.  That is why it is so 
important to immerse oneself in the Word of God, the Holy Scriptures.  

Therefore:  ALWAYS BE POSTIVE.  And above all:  Be DEAF when people tell you that 
you cannot fulfill your dreams!  Always think:  GOD AND I CAN DO THIS!  
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