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Carol's Comments “How Far Would You Go?”

Luke 14: 27-28; 33: Whoeverdoesnot carry the crossand follow me cannot be my disciple. For
which of you, intending to build a tower, doesnot first sit down and estimatethe cost,to seewhether he has
enoughto completeit? ...Sotherefore, none of you can becomemy discipleif you do not give up all your
posses®ns.”

RecentlyBob, Paul,andl madeatrip to Minnesota.That’s not particularly unusual. But the reasorwe
wentwasto pick up a Schnoodlepuppyfrom abreederin Minnesota. Many thoughtl wascrazyto go thatfar
for apuppy. A Schnoodles %2 Miniature Schnauzeand¥2 Miniature Poodle. The
mix makesfor a goodpersonalityin adog aswell asbeinglessallergenic. There
werenot any breedersn theimmediateareathat | couldfind. | did my researcion
the breeder. | checkedout all the things one needsto know beforeapplying. This
particular breederhadvery strict guidelinesfor the prospectiveowners. The
breedemwantedto makesurethe puppywasgoingto agoodhome,would be taken
careof etc. The breederexplainedhow the puppieswere scacialized with her family
etc. And soafterresearchandgoingthroughthe application,| waited for whena
Schnoodlewould comeavailable. The prospectiveowner putsa down paymentto
hold a potential puppy. Thatdemonstrateshe seriousnessf really wantinga
puppy. To makealong story short,our family wasacceptedanda puppybecameavailable.

We traveledto Minnesotato pick up our Schnoodle. It wasalong trip. Whenwe arrived, we were
introducedto our adorableSchnoodle. We gotinstructions on the puppy...apacketof materials,a contract,a
shotrecord,a bagof toys, andtwo bottlesof water. | neversawsucha thoroughjob donefor adog. We named
our friendly, lovable, frisky, inquisitive pup Schnickelfritz.

You may not bewilling to goto Minnesotafor a puppy, but aswe think aboutour Christianfaith or our
relationshipwith JesusChrist, how far arewe willing to goto deeperthat relationship?Jesusasksusto count
the cost. Have we continuedto countthe costof discipleshipand found it worth it? How mucharewe willing
to pay or give of ourselvedo takethejourney of alifetime with awonderful Savior? How devotedarewe
willing to be? How mucharewe willing to commit to learningall we canandto spendingtime with our God?
Are we willing to makea placein our heartto receivethe greatestove we caneverknow?

Whenwe acceptJesusChrist asour Savior, we makea covenantto love andto let Christ’s spirit live in
andthroughus. Onemight saythatis our contractwith JesusChrist. Whenwe journeywith God, we receivea
packetof information calledthe Bible. It is our instruction on how to live in relationshp with God and
neighbor. Whenwe covenantwith Christ, we learnto give andreceive. Whenwe walk with Christ, we find it
worth the journey...worththe commitment...worththe love, peace andjoy thatour relationshipwith Christ
brings Having a puppybringschallengesasl| getto know to our pet. Having arelationshipwith JesusChrist,
brings challengesaswe arestretchedo grow, to obey,to love, to surrenderandto serve.
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