ER/SM staff werein touchwith district leadersand otherpartnersin disasterrelief sincebeforethe stormmade
landfall. A shipmentof relief supplieswasmadefrom the BrethrenServiceCenterin New Windsor, Md., Aug.
19, including 32 cartonsof Health Kits and 185 cartonsof CleanupKits. A first grantof $5,000wasmadefrom
the EmergencyDisasterFund.DisasterChild CareprojectmanagersveredispatchedAug. 18 and 12-15 child
carevolunteershavebeensentto a stagingareain Brandon,Fla., to be deployedfrom thereonceit is
determinedthe exactlocation wheretheywill be serving.An assessmentisit wasmadeAug. 19-20 by Beach,
EmergencyResponsalirector Roy Winter, anddistrict moderabr anddisastercoordinatorJohnMueller,
startingin Fort Myers and Arcadiathentravelingto Orlandoto the Community churchand Camplthiel.

Winter issueda call for volunteersto help with what he called "a significant Brethrencleanup” effort. "It'11 bea
long time beforewe startthe rebuilding effort, monthsand months,"he said,addingthat therewill be a needfor
patiencewith the paceof work requiredby the extensivedestruction.To volunteer,call the Emergency
Responseffice at 800-451-4407 ext. 3. The Brethreneffort will be madedespitewhat Winter called "huge
problemswith housingfor volunteersandsurvivors.” The Red Crossis consideringthe needfor long term
sheltersfor thousandf people,he said. Winter alsoexpressed concernof ecumenicalagencies-Church
World Serviceandthe National Council of Churches-for "more vulnerablepopulations”suchasmigrant
workersandfarm laborers. ( from Newslineof the Churchof the Brethren)

SERRYV International Changeslts Nameto ‘A Greater Gift.’

BeginningAugust 10, SERRV Internationalhaschangedts programnameto "A GreaterGift," accordingto a
releasefrom the organization'smarketingteam. The new namecomeswith a newlogo andanewtagline, "Hope
andjustice with everypurchase."Thelogo is loosely basedon a West African symbolthat radiatesenergyand
representshe sevenseasandsevencontinents,andcanbe viewed at www.agreatergift.org

"You canseeour newlook in our 20042005 Catalog,which will bearriving in your mailboxessoon!" saidthe
release!"Our storeshandcraftmarketingprogram,andwebsitewill all carry the new name.We feel the new
identity will reacha broaderaudiencewhich will help usincreaseour impacton world poverty."

While the stores handeafts, andwebsitewill changenames SERRYV Internationalwill remainthelegal name
of the organization.SERRV wasformerly a Church of the Brethren denominational program. For more
information contactA GreaterGift at 888-243-4423 or e-mail marketing@serv.org. (from Newsline)

A Brethren Working at Olympics in Athens, Greece

StephenSimons,a member of Prince of PeaceChurch of the Brethren, South Bend, Indiana is in Athens,
Greeceworking asa physician for the US Olympic team. Currently heis staticnedat the boxing venue,
accordingto his pastorDavid Hendricks.Whentrack andfield eventsbegin-which Simonscalled his "passion”
in aninterview with SouthBend'sNewscenterl6-hewill beworking atthe Olympic Stadium.Simonsis a
specialiston foot problemsandworks at an orthopedicsportsclinic in SouthBend,teachesat a medical school,
andtravelsacrossthe countrylecturing on sportsinjuries, Hendrickssaid. Simonstold his pastorthatthe
Olympics are"an experienceof alifetime.” His ongang "Doctor's Diary" from the Olympics, completewith
photos,canbe found at www.wndu.com( from Newsline)

The trouble with nearly everybody who prays is that he says “Amen” and runs away before
God has a chance to reply. Listening to God is far more important than giving him your
ideas. - Frank Laubach
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