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ER/SM staff were in touch with district leaders and other partners in disaster relief since before the storm made 
landfall. A shipment of relief supplies was made from the Brethren Service Center in New Windsor, Md., Aug. 
19, including 32 cartons of Health Kits and 185 cartons of Cleanup Kits. A first grant of $5,000 was made from 
the Emergency Disaster Fund. Disaster Child Care project managers were dispatched Aug. 18 and 12-15 child 
care volunteers have been sent to a staging area in Brandon, Fla., to be deployed from there once it is 
determined the exact location where they will be serving. An assessment visit was made Aug. 19-20 by Beach, 
Emergency Response director Roy Winter, and district moderator and disaster coordinator John Mueller, 
starting in Fort Myers and Arcadia then traveling to Orlando to the Community church and Camp Ithiel. 
 
Winter issued a call for volunteers to help with what he called "a significant Brethren clean up" effort. "It'l l be a 
long time before we start the rebuilding effort, months and months," he said, adding that there will be a need for 
patience with the pace of work required by the extensive destruction. To volunteer, call the Emergency 
Response office at 800-451-4407 ext. 3. The Brethren effort will be made despite what Winter called "huge 
problems with housing for volunteers and survivors." The Red Cross is considering the need for long term 
shelters for thousands of people, he said. Winter also expressed a concern of ecumenical agencies--Church 
World Service and the National Council of Churches--for "more vulnerable populations" such as migrant 
workers and farm laborers.  ( from Newsline of the Church of the Brethren) 
 
SERRV International Changes Its Name to ‘A Greater Gift. ’  
 

 
 

Beginning August 10, SERRV International has changed its program name to "A Greater Gift," according to a 
release from the organization's marketing team. The new name comes with a new logo and a new tagline, "Hope 
and justice with every purchase." The logo is loosely based on a West African symbol that radiates energy and 
represents the seven seas and seven continents, and can be viewed at www.agreatergift.org. 
 
"You can see our new look in our 2004-2005 Catalog, which will be arriving in your mailboxes soon!" said the 
release. "Our stores handcraft marketing program, and website will all carry the new name. We feel the new 
identity will reach a broader audience, which will help us increase our impact on world poverty." 
 
While the stores, handcrafts, and website will change names, SERRV International will remain the legal name 
of the organization. SERRV was formerly a Church of the Brethren denominational program. For more 
information contact A Greater Gift at 888-243-4423 or e-mail marketing@serrv.org.  (from Newsline) 
 
A Brethren Working at Olympics in Athens, Greece 
Stephen Simons, a member of Prince of Peace Church of the Brethren, South Bend, Ind iana is in Athens, 
Greece, working as a physician for the US Olympic team. Currently he is stationed at the boxing venue, 
according to his pastor David Hendricks. When track and field events begin--which Simons called his "passion" 
in an interview with South Bend's Newscenter16--he will be working at the Olympic Stadium. Simons is a 
specialist on foot problems and works at an orthopedic sports clinic in South Bend, teaches at a medical school, 
and travels across the country lecturing on sports injuries, Hendricks said. Simons told his pastor that the 
Olympics are "an experience of a lifetime." His ongoing "Doctor's Diary" from the Olympics, complete with 
photos, can be found at www.wndu.com. ( from Newsline) 
 
The trouble with nearly everybody who prays is that he says “Amen” and runs away before 
God has a chance to reply.  Listening to God is far more important than giving him your 
ideas.          -  Frank Laubach  
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