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Carol's Comments “How Far Would You Go?”

Luke 14: 27-28; 33: Whoeverdoesnot carry the crossand follow me cannot be my disciple. For
which of you, intending to build a tower, doesnot first sit down and estimatethe cost,to seewhether he has
enoughto completeit? ...Sotherefore, none of you can becomemy discipleif you do not give up all your
posses®ns.”

RecentlyBob, Paul,andl madeatrip to Minnesota.That’s not particularly unusual. But the reasorwe
wentwasto pick up a Schnoodlepuppyfrom abreederin Minnesota. Many thoughtl wascrazyto go thatfar

for apuppy. A Schnoodles ¥2 Miniature Schnauzeand¥z Miniature Poodle. The
mix makesfor a goodpersonalityin adog aswell asbeinglessallergenic. There
werenot any breedersn theimmediateareathat | couldfind. | did my researcion
the breeder. | checkedout all the things one needsto know beforeapplying. This
particular breederhadvery strict guidelinesfor the prospectiveowners. The
breedemwantedto makesurethe puppywasgoingto agoodhome,would be taken
careof etc. The breederexplainedhow the puppieswere scacialized with her family
etc. And soafterresearchandgoingthroughthe application,| waited for whena
Schnoodlewould comeavailable. The prospectiveowner putsa down paymentto
hold a potential puppy. Thatdemonstrateshe seriousnessf really wantinga
puppy. To makealong story short,our family wasacceptedanda puppybecameavailable.

We traveledto Minnesotato pick up our Schnoodle. It wasalong trip. Whenwe arrived, we were
introducedto our adorableSchnoodle. We gotinstructions on the puppy...apacketof materials,a contract,a
shotrecord,a bagof toys, andtwo bottlesof water. | neversawsucha thoroughjob donefor adog. We named
our friendly, lovable, frisky, inquisitive pup Schnickelfritz.

You may not bewilling to goto Minnesotafor a puppy, but aswe think aboutour Christianfaith or our
relationshipwith JesusChrist, how far arewe willing to go to deeperthat relationship?Jesusasksusto count
the cost. Have we continuedto countthe costof discipleshipand found it worth it? How mucharewe willing
to pay or give of ourselvedo takethejourney of alifetime with awonderful Savior? How devotedarewe
willing to be? How mucharewe willing to commit to learningall we canandto spendingtime with our God?
Are we willing to makea placein our heartto receivethe greatestove we caneverknow?

Whenwe acceptJesusChrist asour Savior, we makea covenantto love andto let Christ’s spirit live in
andthroughus. Onemight saythatis our contractwith JesusChrist. Whenwe journeywith God, we receivea
packetof information calledthe Bible. It is our instruction on how to live in relationshp with God and
neighbor. Whenwe covenantwith Christ, we learnto give andreceive. Whenwe walk with Christ, we find it
worth the journey...worththe commitment...worththe love, peace andjoy thatour relationshipwith Christ
brings Having a puppybringschallengesasl| getto know to our pet. Having arelationshipwith JesusChrist,
brings challengesaswe arestretchedo grow, to obey,to love, to surrenderandto serve.




Sofriends, how far areyou willing to gofor and with JesuChrist? Countthe costandseewhereyou
comeout.

Prayerfully,

Pastor Carol Pfeiffer

Worship Team News Notes

The Worship Teamhasa sign up sheetfor Worship Leaders and Small Talk. Checkyour calendar,
prayerfully consider,andthensign up to worshipleador give asmalltalk or children’s story. Perhapsyou’'ve
not consideredbeingeitheraworshipleaderor telling a children’s story. Perhapsyou havea gift not
discoveredor shared. Worship Aids are providedshouldyou wantthem. So,look for the signup sheetafter
Sundayworship back by the guestregistry book.

Bethany Emphasis Sunday — September12

Septembed 2 will be BethanyEmphasisSunday. A specialoffering will betakento give supportto the
seminary.Bill House graduatedrom Bethanyin May 2004 Ann Bach will finish herdegreein
Decemberandgraduate May 2005 Karen Garrett is a beginningstudentthis year.Pastor Carol
graduatedrom Bethanyin 1996. We areblessedo havethe Seminaryso closeto usin Richmond. Dig
deepandgive beyond your tithe to the specialoffering for Bethany.

Plan to Attend Love FeastComing in October

Love Feastis October 3 at 7:00 p.m. For BrethrenLove Feastbeginswith a period of examination. Brethren
cite Jesus'wordsin Matthew 5:23-24, calling for reconciliation beforeoffering gifts to God, andPaul'swarning
in 1 Corinthians11:27-30 aboutthe dangersof participatingin the love feastin athoughtlesgashion.

Following the time of examination,participantsponderthe powerful meaningsn Jesus’washing of the
disciples’ feet, recordedin John13. Thesemeaningsnclude God's cleansingandforgivenessaswell asour
needto give andreceiveservice. Jesuscommandto washoneanother'sfeetis a clearreminderthatif we do
not live in the spirit of feetwashingwe haveno partin him. The Love Feastmeal recallsthe mealJesusshared
with his disciples. The unique characterof the relationshipenvisionedfor thosewho are membergogetherin
Christ’'s body s describedn John14-17. The sharingof food symbolizesthe sharingof life andlooks toward
the messianicbanquetof the future. Finally, the Brethrensharethe bread and cup, rememberingChrist’s
supremegift of life andrenewingtheir commitmentto embodyChristandto follow his pathof sacrificial love
for theworld (For All WhoMinister). Comejoin in the celebrationof Love Feast Feelfree to attend asan
observer if you have never participated before. All are welcome.

Church Directory

We arein the processof bringing our church directory up-to-datefor 2005. If you haveanyadditionsor
changesn the addressesyew classofficers, pleaseturn themin to the office or e-mail Eloise at
ebeepaint@aol.com

Musician Schedulefor September Chorister for the Month of September
Septembeb Organ-— Jeff Bach DeeReneau 5
Pianc noone Sally Schmittler— 12, 19, 26

12 Organ- Rita Hilbert
Piano - BethBowman

19 Organ- Lucille Dilling

26  Organ- Rita Hilbert
Piano— Beth Bowman
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Continuing to Pray for...

*Bill Stout *Bob & Harriet Burroughs *Raymond Hoover Bob Klein
JaneBriar Terri Schmittler Wilda Helms JeremyDeVinney
Cliff & Mary JaneRenaker

Home: Mary Werking

CareCenter: LuFredaBowman

Giving For August —4 of 5 Sundays
Average Offering neededmonthly to meetbudget....... $1,420.29

Average Offering for August.............ccoeeviiiiiennen o $1,151.91
August

L e $1,755.30
B e 1,055.25
L PP 940.10
2 e 857.00
20 not availableat presstime
FoodPantry........ccccccceeeviveennen. $15.00

Shirley Root Memorial 50.00(usedfor regularoffering)
On Earth PeaceOffering 64.00

EstellaHilbert Memorial Fund......460.0qusedfor regularoffering)
Penniefrom Heaven................ 57.00(usedfor schoolsuppliesfor family from Township TrusteeOffice)
Average Attendance for AUQUSE .........ccoveviiiiiiiiiie e, 45

Church Women United News—Thrift Shop
The HagerstownChurchWomenUnited still needsvolunteers. Work days are Tuesday 3:30-
y 10:30a.m.andWednesday4:30-6:30 p.m. Evenif you only haveanhour,anyhelpwill be
appreciated. Carol Bullock is the Managerof the Thrift Shop, and DonnaKing works part-
time. Businesshours are 12:00-4:00 p.m., Tuesdaythru Saturday except Thursday,
4:00-7:00 p.m.

Other Sign Up Sheets
Don't forgetto checkthe bulletin boardfor mowing andcleaningsign up.

Internet Updates

Thoseof you who havelnternetaccessancheckthe calendarof eventsonline. Theyareupdatedfrequently.
New information is placedon the Home Page. You canlook aheadasyou plan your scheduleto seewhatis
comingup at church.

Sympathies Extended
We extendour sympathiego the families of Estella R. Hilbert, 95, who passé awayAugust8,
2004 andBeverly Ann Hoover, 74, who passecawayAugust10, 2004.

. a
Special Birthday
HappyBirthday to LuF reda Bowman, who turned96 on August16. LuFredaresidesn Room 36 at Heritage

Housein Richmond.

September Birthdays ()
2 JoyKlein }

5 lona Lauver = ?
6 Don Swoveland C—=H



12 Tracy Schmittler

14 Bill DeVinney

19 Harold Hilbert

21 Trevor Stout

23 NancyAndrew, KaseyReneauElizabethBach
25 JohnMcCormack

27 Alicia Stout,JaymeBrandenburg

29 Patrick Briar

Community Thanksgiving Servicein November—Mark Your Calendars
A community ThanksgivingServiceis being plannedfor November21 at 6:00 p.m. at the Nazarene
Church. PastorArnold McConnell from the ChicagoCornerChurchwill bring the message.

Catch the Wave! — An Emphasis and Awarenessof Older Adult Issuesfor the Future

Attend an Age Wave Workshopto be held Saturday, October 2, 2004 at ManchesteiChurchof
the Brethren. It is presentedy Scott Douglassfrom the Associationof BrethrenCaregivers,
(ABC) andco-sponsoed by ManchestetChurchof the Brethrenand TimbercrestSeniorLiving
Community of North Manchester]ndiana. Registration due by September20. Theregistration
fee of $5.00(includeslunch) canbe paid at the door. Email: scicob@hossierlink.nebr
manchestercob@hoosierlink.netManchesterCoB is afully accessibldacility.

Alexander Mack Festival

Gathersomefriends or relativesandheadup to CampMack for the Alexander Mack Festival Saturday,
October 2, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Enjoy festival food, fun andentertainmenfor the whole family.
Therewill betwo auctions. An estateauctionwill be held at 8:30a.m. Thetraditional auctionof quilts,
antiques,old books,art andbasketsull of goodieswill beginat2:00 p.m.

Quilting Retreats at Camp Mack

Quilting retreatsare popularat CampMack andusuallyfill quickly. Registernow for the fall retreat,October
15-17. Thecostis $78.0Q Call or email Campfor moreinformation. Phone:574-658-4631; email:
campmack@npcc.net

A Quiet Place Quote: The essentiakhing is not whatwe say,but what God saysto usandthroughus.”
- Malcolm Muggeridge

Brethren Affected by Hurricane Charley -Take Part in Relief Effort.

HurricaneCharley,which cut a swathof destructionacrossFlorida Aug. 13, wasthe state'sworst disastersince
Hurricane Andrew in 1992,accordingto the GeneralBoard'sEmergencyResponse/Servichlinistries
(ER/SM). Atlantic SoutheasDistrict reportedthat two Churchesof the Brethrensustainedstructuraldamage
Brethrenresponseso the disasterinclude afirst grantfrom the GeneralBoard'sEmergencyDisasterFund,a
shipmentof relief supplies,andthe dispatchingof DisasterChild Carevolunteersandanassessmerteamof
denominationalanddistrict leaders.

"We covetyour prayersandconcerns,"said Atlantic Southeastlistrict executiveMartha
Beach.The damagecdchurcheswere Arcadia, which sustainedseveredamageandlost one
s ‘ third of its roof, and Community Churchof the Brethrenin Orlando,which lost part of its
‘ roof causingthe drywall inside the building to collapse.Otherchurchesand Camplthiel had
ﬁ treesor largetreelimbs comedown, andmanylost water andelectric service.ln a Sebring
trailer park whereseveralBrethrenlive, including SebringpastorsCecil HessandC.
Wendell Bohrer, eight homeswere completelydestroyedand many othersseverelydamagedOne couplefrom
the Sebringcongregatiorhada largetreefall in the middle of their home,Beachreported.



ER/SM staff werein touchwith district leadersand otherpartnersin disasterrelief sincebeforethe stormmade
landfall. A shipmentof relief supplieswasmadefrom the BrethrenServiceCenterin New Windsor, Md., Aug.
19, including 32 cartonsof Health Kits and 185 cartonsof CleanupKits. A first grantof $5,000wasmadefrom
the EmergencyDisasterFund.DisasterChild CareprojectmanagersveredispatchedAug. 18 and 12-15 child
carevolunteershavebeensentto a stagingareain Brandon,Fla., to be deployedfrom thereonceit is
determinedthe exactlocation wheretheywill be serving.An assessmentisit wasmadeAug. 19-20 by Beach,
EmergencyResponsalirector Roy Winter, anddistrict moderabr anddisastercoordinatorJohnMueller,
startingin Fort Myers and Arcadiathentravelingto Orlandoto the Community churchand Camplthiel.

Winter issueda call for volunteersto help with what he called "a significant Brethrencleanup” effort. "It'11 bea
long time beforewe startthe rebuilding effort, monthsand months,"he said,addingthat therewill be a needfor
patiencewith the paceof work requiredby the extensivedestruction.To volunteer,call the Emergency
Responseffice at 800-451-4407 ext. 3. The Brethreneffort will be madedespitewhat Winter called "huge
problemswith housingfor volunteersandsurvivors.” The Red Crossis consideringthe needfor long term
sheltersfor thousandf people,he said. Winter alsoexpressed concernof ecumenicalagencies-Church
World Serviceandthe National Council of Churches-for "more vulnerablepopulations”suchasmigrant
workersandfarm laborers. ( from Newslineof the Churchof the Brethren)

SERRYV International Changeslts Nameto ‘A Greater Gift.’

BeginningAugust 10, SERRV Internationalhaschangedts programnameto "A GreaterGift," accordingto a
releasefrom the organization'smarketingteam. The new namecomeswith a newlogo andanewtagline, "Hope
andjustice with everypurchase."Thelogo is loosely basedon a West African symbolthat radiatesenergyand
representshe sevenseasandsevencontinents,andcanbe viewed at www.agreatergift.org

"You canseeour newlook in our 20042005 Catalog,which will bearriving in your mailboxessoon!" saidthe
release!"Our storeshandcraftmarketingprogram,andwebsitewill all carry the new name.We feel the new
identity will reacha broaderaudiencewhich will help usincreaseour impacton world poverty."

While the stores handeafts, andwebsitewill changenames SERRYV Internationalwill remainthelegal name
of the organization.SERRV wasformerly a Church of the Brethren denominational program. For more
information contactA GreaterGift at 888-243-4423 or e-mail marketing@serv.org. (from Newsline)

A Brethren Working at Olympics in Athens, Greece

StephenSimons,a member of Prince of PeaceChurch of the Brethren, South Bend, Indiana is in Athens,
Greeceworking asa physician for the US Olympic team. Currently heis staticnedat the boxing venue,
accordingto his pastorDavid Hendricks.Whentrack andfield eventsbegin-which Simonscalled his "passion”
in aninterview with SouthBend'sNewscenterl6-hewill beworking atthe Olympic Stadium.Simonsis a
specialiston foot problemsandworks at an orthopedicsportsclinic in SouthBend,teachesat a medical school,
andtravelsacrossthe countrylecturing on sportsinjuries, Hendrickssaid. Simonstold his pastorthatthe
Olympics are"an experienceof alifetime.” His ongang "Doctor's Diary" from the Olympics, completewith
photos,canbe found at www.wndu.com( from Newsline)

The trouble with nearly everybody who prays is that he says “Amen” and runs away before
God has a chance to reply. Listening to God is far more important than giving him your
ideas. - Frank Laubach
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