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Carol's Comments

Credit Card Faith?

Matthew 6:19-21 Do not store up for yourselvedreasureson earth, wheremothand rust destroy,and
wherethievesbreakin and steal. But storeup for yourselvedreasuresin heavenwheremothand rust do not
destroy,and where thievesdo not breakin and steal. For whereyour treasureis, there your heart will bealso.

Recentlywhile in the churchoffice, the phonerang. Whenl picked up the receiverl thoughtit sounded
like it might be atelemarketercall, for | could heara coupleothervoicesin the background. The voice on the
line asked,"Do you acceptcredit cards for charitabledonations?” This puzzledme becausd hadansweredhe
phonewith the usualgreeting,“Nettle CreekChurchof the Brethren.” | respondedo the questionsaying,“This
isa church.” The voice didn’t acknowledgethat responsebut wenton to againask,“Do you accept

credit cards for charitabledonations?” | replied, “We don’t haveanywayto procesghat.”
Thenthe caller asked,’Do you accept cashor checks?” | said,“Yes.” The callerreplied,
—— “Thank you,” Thenhungup.
Therewasno clarification from the caller if it wasa surveyof churchesor just
someonenho really wantedto know if they could makea charitabledonation.Or wasit
sameonecasingout a church? In this day of scamsoneneverknows. I'd not quite hada call like
this onebefore. | do experiencecallerswho don’t seemto listen to thetitle Nettle CreekChurchof the
Brethren,andwhenl say,“This is achurch,”theywill say,“Oh. Goodbye.” But this caller wasn’t put off by
thetitle atall. At leastsheseemedblivioustoit. This call really intrigued me. Wasit alegitimate caller?
Wasit someondooking for a churchthat could contributevia credit card? Yet shehadasked aboutpayingwith
checkandcashif we didn't takecreditcards Perhapsshestill didn’t graspthe word “church.” I'll neverknow.
But morethanlikely it wasatelemarketercheckingout whethera businessaccepteccredit cards.

Thereis awebsitewww.mychurchdonations.com This site allows individuals to makeelectronic
paymentgo their churchfor their offerings, tithe andotherdonations It's anintriguing thought Are we
gettingto the placein our societythatwe, the consumeyfind it easierto usea credit cardfor everything? Or is
it somethingthat churchesneedto consider: Have card will contribute ?

If only the natureof our Christianfaith werethat easy. Take a credit cardandcommit to teaching
SundaySchool. Usea credit cardto rack up one’s prayers. Insertcredit cardandattenda meetingonline, no
physicalpresenceneeded. Scaryisn't it? It's easierto usea cardonline or atthe checkoutcounter It is
convenient,yes,but whatarewe giving up? We seemto get further andfurther awayfrom personalcontact
with oneanother We canbuy anythingvia the computerwith the useof a credit card. But it's not only that.
Maybewe're getting further andfurther awayfrom Godtoo. Do we prayerfully considerthe useof our money?
All thatwe havebelongsto God. Yet how manyof us pray aboutour spendingor our contributionsto an
organizationor to the church? Let's rememberthat we do needto havemoneyin the bankto backup our
purchases.




We needto havefaith to backup our belief. We needto haveatime for personaldevotions. It's not
somethingwe caninserta cardfor andprint out adeeperfaith. It takestime; it takescommitment;it takesalife
totally committedto God, it takesbeingin communitywith others. We can’t phonein our presence.We can't
insertcardandthink we arein fellowship with our brothersandsisters. It takesa real personin the pewlike
real cashis neededo backup our purchases.

Solet’s considerour faith. Let's makeour faith a real faith backed up by real commitment to God,
not a credit cardfaith thatis lifeless, distant,andstiff. And may it beso.

In Christ, for Christ,

PastorCarol M. Pfeiffer
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Women’s Spring Rally - April 9 VW?W?W%%

The Women’s SpringRally will be held Saturday April 9 at White Branch Church of the Brethren, 10:00
a.m. Therewill bea pitch-in dinneratnoon. The guestspeakewill be Linda Coy Gilchrist. Her messagewill
be “Bernice Goesto Hawaii.” Shewill alsosing.

Rural Urban Banguet— April 9, 5:30p.m .

The Rural UrbanBanquetwill be held atthe HagerstownHigh Schoolwith Dr. GregHellwarth speaking Dr.
Hellwarth is affiliated with CentralIndianaOrthopedics—mainly spinesurgery at Ball Memorial Hospital. He
lives onafarmin Dalton Twp. Throughoutthe yearshe hasbeena globe-trotting humanitarianin medical
missionsdoing orthopedicmissions,acuteand neglectedrauma,infections, deformity, spineandreconstructive
work aswell asusinghis skills at aleprosyhospital. SeeSteveWieseke,RonHoover, or PastorCarol for
tickets. Any Rotarianor Young Farmerhastickets. Ticketsare$5.00.

Guitarist_and Folksinger —Sunday, April 10, 4:00-5:30 -.m. éf
First Friends Fellowship at2010ChesteBlvd., Richmondis having guitarist, folksinger, storyteller,composer
andrecordingartist presenta concert. His concertsarefun for all agesandquite interactiveandrelaxed. The
concertis free with afree-will donation. A sloppyjoe mealwill follow at5:30 p.m. Planto stayfor the meal.

Rummage Sale— April 21-23

Rummagethroughyour things andbring usyour tried but trueitemsto sell. This is anall-churchrummage
sale. You may startbringing in youritemsNOW. If you wantthe proceeddo returnto you, price your items
with your nameon thetag. Otherwise,the moneywill goto the church. Placeyouritemsin the basement.

Regional Youth Conference
Saturday, April 16,2005— Sunday, April 17,2005arethe datesfor the Youth Conferenceo be held at
ManchesterCollege,North Manchester]ndiana.

Church Council - April 24
Don't forgetto be presentat our April Council Meeting following a pitch-in dinner. Comeenjoy fellowship
aroundthe mealandthenstayfor the meeting.All areneededor their input.

Spring Fellowship Day — April 30

SpringFellowship Day is sponsoreddy the "Friendsof Timbercrest.” It will be held at Timbercrest Saturday,
April 30,2005. The day beginsat 8:30 a.m.with afellowship hour andfood market. The programis at 9:55
a.m.featuring The TimbercrestChoir underthe direction of Marlin Brightbill. Dr. ParkMardenwill speak
(usinga quotefrom SatchelPage)on "How old would you beif you didn't know how old you are.”

Lunchis at noonfollowed by a businesssession.

Bethany Theological Seminary Graduation
Ann Bach will graduatefrom BethanySeminaryon May 7. Ann is alicensedministerin the Churchof the
Brethrenanda memberof Nettle Creek. We celebratewith Ann on heraccomplishments.
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