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Carol's Comments

Credit Card Faith?

Matthew 6:19-21 Do not store up for yourselvedreasureson earth, wheremothand rust destroy,and
wherethievesbreakin and steal. But storeup for yourselvedreasuresin heavenwheremothand rust do not
destroy,and where thievesdo not breakin and steal. For whereyour treasureis, there your heart will bealso.

Recentlywhile in the churchoffice, the phonerang. Whenl picked up the receiverl thoughtit sounded
like it might be atelemarketercall, for | could heara coupleothervoicesin the background. The voice on the
line asked,"Do you acceptcredit cards for charitabledonations?” This puzzledme becausd hadansweredhe
phonewith the usualgreeting,“Nettle CreekChurchof the Brethren.” | respondedo the questionsaying,“This
isa church.” The voice didn’t acknowledgethat responsebut wenton to againask,“Do you accept

credit cards for charitabledonations?” | replied, “We don’t haveanywayto procesghat.”
Thenthe caller asked,’Do you accept cashor checks?” | said,“Yes.” The callerreplied,
—— “Thank you,” Thenhungup.
Therewasno clarification from the caller if it wasa surveyof churchesor just
someonenho really wantedto know if they could makea charitabledonation.Or wasit
sameonecasingout a church? In this day of scamsoneneverknows. I'd not quite hada call like
this onebefore. | do experiencecallerswho don’t seemto listen to thetitle Nettle CreekChurchof the
Brethren,andwhenl say,“This is achurch,”theywill say,“Oh. Goodbye.” But this caller wasn’t put off by
thetitle atall. At leastsheseemedblivioustoit. This call really intrigued me. Wasit alegitimate caller?
Wasit someondooking for a churchthat could contributevia credit card? Yet shehadasked aboutpayingwith
checkandcashif we didn't takecreditcards Perhapsshestill didn’t graspthe word “church.” I'll neverknow.
But morethanlikely it wasatelemarketercheckingout whethera businessaccepteccredit cards.

Thereis awebsitewww.mychurchdonations.com This site allows individuals to makeelectronic
paymentgo their churchfor their offerings, tithe andotherdonations It's anintriguing thought Are we
gettingto the placein our societythatwe, the consumeyfind it easierto usea credit cardfor everything? Or is
it somethingthat churchesneedto consider: Have card will contribute ?

If only the natureof our Christianfaith werethat easy. Take a credit cardandcommit to teaching
SundaySchool. Usea credit cardto rack up one’s prayers. Insertcredit cardandattenda meetingonline, no
physicalpresenceneeded. Scaryisn't it? It's easierto usea cardonline or atthe checkoutcounter It is
convenient,yes,but whatarewe giving up? We seemto get further andfurther awayfrom personalcontact
with oneanother We canbuy anythingvia the computerwith the useof a credit card. But it's not only that.
Maybewe're getting further andfurther awayfrom Godtoo. Do we prayerfully considerthe useof our money?
All thatwe havebelongsto God. Yet how manyof us pray aboutour spendingor our contributionsto an
organizationor to the church? Let's rememberthat we do needto havemoneyin the bankto backup our
purchases.
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