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News from the Brick
Nettle Creek Church of the Brethren
5352 N. Brick Church Road
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Carol M. Pfeiffer, Pastor
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Eloise Beeson Secretary
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April Continuing the Work of Jesus.
2004 Peacefully. Simply. Together.
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Mission Statementof Nettle Creek Church of the Brethren: Asthe bodyof Christ, we are Christ-centeredin
our caring, sharing,and service.

Carol's Comments “A Life Celebrated”
John11:25 27“1 amtheresurrectionandthelife. Thosewho believein me,eventhoughtheydie, will live, and
everyonewho lives and believesin mewill neverdie.”

My motherin-law, Lova WanetaPfeiffer, died Sunday,March 21,2004 at age89. Shelived a simple
life. Lovawasatrue servantgoing aboutdoingthingsfor otherswithout fanfare. If youwould haveaskedher
what shecontributedto life, shewould sayshehadn’t contributedanythingof significance. Yet shedid. She
touchedmanylives.

Sheworked alongsideher husbandMark, at the Phillipsburg Grain Elevator businesswhich
he built in 1939. It existedfor overfifty years,closingin Juneof 1996. Shedid abouteverything
in the Elevatorfrom bookkeepingto waiting on customergo carrying out feedbagdor customers
in herelderly years,evenfor ablemen. Lova, in hertwenties,wentto the homeof her cousinsto
help with housskeepingandraising the children whentheir motherdied. Shecookedfor
Phillipsburg Rotary Club for overforty years,visited the elderly, took her physically challenged
cousinout to shop,cannedgardenvegetablesvery summerkeepingour family suppliedin cannedgoods,and
cleanedthe churchovenunbeknownsto anyone.

Lova wasa lifelong memberof the Phillipsburg United Methodist Churchandactive up until herheart
attackin 1998, which preventedherfrom participatingfully. Sheservedthe church quietly in manywaysfrom
financial secretaryto helping cook for churchdinners. Shewould not havethoughtthesewere grandthingsor
evennoteworthy. ThoughLova wasa quiet person,sheloved andcareddeeplyfor thosein herlife. Yes, she
touched andshapedmanylives from helping raisecousinsto nurturing her grandsonsto visiting othersto her
servantattitude. Shewill be missed. Shelived along andfaithful Christianlife andwe celebrateherlife and
the gifts of love andcaring shebroughtto us. We celebrateherlife with thejoy of knowing shewasagoodand
faithful servanthavingdonewhat shecould, andwho hasnow goneto her eternalrestin Christ Jesus.

It seemsappropriateduring this seasorof the yearthat my motherin-law died. As thedisciples
mournedthe deathof our Savior JesusChrist, we asChristianscanunderstandheir loss. Yet it is by his death
thatwe havethe hopeof eternallife andthe glory of the Resurrection. In him we haveeverlastinglife. We can
let our loved onesrestin the armsof our dearSavior, becausene pavedthe way for usto bewith God eternally.
Christ is alife celebrated andonewe keep celebratingfor his Spirit is alive in us. This Easter”lift highthe
cross,thelove of Christ proclaim till all the world adorehis sacredname” (Hymnal: a WorshipBook p.321).

Christis risen! Heis risenindeed! Hallelujah!

Easterblessings,
Pastor Carol M. Pfeiffer
*k%
Easteris to our faith what water is to the ocean,what stoneis to the mountain, what blood is to your body.
- Ray . Lindquist



Wedding Invitation

Mr. andMrs. RobertLichtenfelsandMr. andMrs. Perry Schmittler requesthe honor of your presenceat the
marriageof their children: Terri Leigh Lichtenfelsto JasonWyatt Schmitller on Saturday the third of April at
6:300’clock in the eveningat the church. Receptionwill follow at Hartley Hills Country Club.

Sister Church Annual Fish Fry

Buck Creek Church of the Brethren is havingtheir 39" Annual Fish Fry Saturday April 3,
2004from 12:00p.m.—7:00 p.m. Freewill Offering. Directions:5 miles N.W. of Moorelandon
Buck CreekPike or 3 miles southof Mt. Pleasanbn the Buck CreekPike.

Palm Sunday
Our final “Watchersonthe Hill” dramawill be presentecbn Palm Sunday. Jodi Johnsorwill portray Mary

MagdaleneandBrad Bowmanwill portray Nicodemusin “The Gift.”
Baptism tlsm
@Q Two of our youngpeoplewill be baptizedduring the Palm Sundayworship service:
53&\\&% Jake Hall and Allan Bullock. Be sureto be presentfor this meaningfuldecisionin

their lives andto welcometheminto the fellowship of Nettle CreekChurchof the Brethren.

Maundy Thursday Love Feast

Love Feastwill beon April 8 at 7:00 p.m. If you've not attended_ove Feast, comeandbe
anobserveiif you arenot readyto participate. It is in the celebrationthat we rememberour

Lord JesuChrist andhis servanthood.We witnessagainhis humbling himself andgiving us [/&

his example. We partakein the feetwashingthe commonmeal,andsharingthe breadand cup
aspartof thatremembrance We asBrethrenbelievethatit is importantto celebraten g
community andremembrance.Won't you join usthis year?

Good Friday Service

The Community Good Friday Servicewill be atthe Hagerstown United Methodist Church

on April 9at 12:00noon. JeremyGreenfrom the New TestamentChurchwill bring the

message.Taketime out of your dayto comeshareasa community aswe rememberthe day
our Lord wascrucified.

Sunrise Service
Cometo the SunriseServiceon April 11,2004. The youtharein chargeof the service. Plan
to stayfor the breakfasthatwill be servedfollowing the servicein the basement.

Thank You

Bob and| wantto thankthe peopleof Nettle CreekCoB for their gifts of food, cards,prayers,
flowersandpresencauponthe deathof his motherLova W. Pfeiffer, March 21. It is timeslike thesethatthe
churchfamily gathersroundandgivestheir support. We were blessedby your gifts. PastorCarol andBob
Pfeiffer

New Booksin the Library Given in Memory

Thelibrary hasnew booksto checkout. The churchhaspurchasedlustShyof Harmonyin memoryof Paul
Bowman. JustShyof Harmonyis filled with humorandis a homespurtale of love, faith, andblessings
discoveredwithin acommunity of friends. The authoris Philip Gulley, a Quakerminister.

The children'sbook Wordsof Gold is atreasuryof the Bible's PoetryandWisdom. This book wasgivenin
memoryof AgnesBriar. Wordsof Gold is a selectionof overfifty of the bestloved passage$om the Bible.
Wordsof Gold wasselectedandintroducedby Lois Rock andillustrated by SarahYoung.



A SimpleDecentPlaceto Live wasgivento the churchlibrary in memoryof Philip Stout. This book waswritten
by Millard Fuller the founderof Habitatfor Humanity aboutthe history of Habitatfor Humanity. Since1976,
volunteersfor Habitat for Humanity Internationalhavebuilt 40,000sturdy,decenthomesfor peopleliving in
substandardhousing.

CBWE — Church of the Brethren Women’s Fellowship

The CBWF meetingwill be April 14 from 6:00—9:00 p.m. All womenandgirls areinvited to meetat Show
and Tell Ceramics(1* drive immediately southof the railroad on StateRte. #1 southof StateRte.38.) Juli
Proctoris in charge. Pleasdet herknow if you canattend. Sounddike fun, doesn’tit?

Salad Buffet for Entire Church —May 5 at 6:00 p.m.
The entire churchfamily is invited to the SaladBuffet. Bring your favorite salador desseriand
tableservice. Christina Singh will shareher story of leavinga Hindu family to be a Christian.
Hersis astory of courage faith, andhope. Sheis a studentat BethanySeminary. Don’t missthis
opportunityto hearof the sacrificeit took to leavethe Hindu religion

Annual Church Smorgasbord—May 15at 4:30- 7:00 p.m.
The communityis invited to our Annual ChurchSmorgasbord.We will be askingfor
donationsof food, moneyandhelp. Look for a sign-up sheetsoon.

Giving For March

Average Weekly Offering neededto meetbudget.......... $1,513.56
AverageOffering for February29 andthreeweeksin March: $994.48
February29............... $1,449.65

March7......ccoccevvnnen. 788.39

March14................... 709.00

March21................... 1,030.86

OneGreatHour of Sharing........... $63.52
CarpetFund.........ccccceeeeeeieiiiienn, $500.00
AverageAttendance.................. 50

April Birthdays
3 BarbaraWinterer, Vanessailbert
4 Homer Andrew
5 JackieBendsenFrancesRobinson
7
8

SueMendenhall,SarahLyles
Carol Bullock

14 JeanneéMaddock

16 BrandonHilbert

20 JeromeDines

23 Beverly Nicholson

25 Brian Wieseke

26 VelmaPaddock

27 DonnaRamey,Sylvia Hoover

Happy Birthday

29 RobertBurroughs
30 Leslie Ramey



Lenten Lunch
Thelast LentenSoupandBreadlunch will be March 31 at noon. Comejoin the food anda brief meditation
for the Lentenseason.

Continuing to Pray for...
BobKlein  RobertBurroughs ShirleyRoot  Carl & Phyllis DeVinney  JanineDumitur
L *Pastor Carol's family (deathof motherin-law, Lova Pfeiffer on March 21)

CareCenters:EstellaHilbert, LuFredaBowman
Homebound: Ruth Crull, Viola Nicholson

Open Housefor Ron and Harriet Finney Retiring from the District

Pleasgoin in celebrationfor Ron andHarriet Finney at an OpenHouseSunday April 4, 2004,2:00-4:00 p.m.
atthe Eel River Community Church of the Brethren, 2507 E SR 14, Silver Lake, Indiana(2 %2 miles westof
the intersectionof SRs13 and14). You areinvited to write notesof appreciation,memories,andaffirmations
for the Finney’sthat canbe placedin a scrapbook. Pleasesend items by March 24,2004to ATTN: Dee
Grindle, 604 N. Mill St., North Manchester]N 46962.

Redefining Normal — Consider Attending
This is aMini -Conference sponsoredby the “Small Membership/Rural church Leadership
Team” and the Northern and South/Central Indiana Districts of the Church of the Brethren.
Small canbe definedasbehavinglike a single-celled organism. Keynote Speakeiis Dr. Gary
Newton, Director of EducationalMinistries at Huntington College. It will take placeApril 23-24 at
6:30 p.m. Friday -3:30 p.m. Saturday. Workshopsinclude:
x Strengthening Congregational Self -Esteem—Jim Kinsey, CLT Area2 & Chair, Small
Membership/RuralChurchLeadershipTeam
x Forget Program--Do Ministry with Dr. Gary Newton, Dir. Of Ed. Ministries, Huntington College
x Doing it Big When You Are Small — Allen Kahler, Pastorof Marion Churchof the Brethren
Worshipwill beled by “Red Letter Edition”
Motivational SuccessStory - Kevin McClung, PortlandChurchof the Brethren

Cost: $50.00per personpayableto S/CentralDistrict office — FeeincludesSaturdaylLunch

Location: Markle CoB I-69 & Markle Exit

Housing: Therewill befree housingwith congregationamemberson afirst comefirst servebasis(Motel 8
(260)7588888; Seasondnn (260)7588111). Costat eithermotel is approximately$50.00a night.
Deadline for registration is April 15,2004

South/Central Indiana District  Name

Church of the Brethren
Questions?ContactLes Cooper

765-469-06880r lelicoop@hotmail.comAddress
Registrationform with checkto

South/Central IndianaDistrict

Churchof the Brethren

604N Mill St

North Manchester]N 469621835 Phone

HousingPreference
Checkone
____ Markle MemberHome
____ Hotel/Motel




Camp Mack News

Food Service Manager hired: Christine Phelpshasresignedio move backhometo Kokomo. ShannorKaake
(pronouncedcake)of Hillsdale, Michigan hasacceptedhe call to serveasCampMack’s Food Service
Manager.

Calling all available adults for the April 26-28 Volunteer Work Camp! Help preparethe camp
for summer. Call the CampOffice to register. There’snofee! U

Calling Summer Volunteers! Pleaseprayerfully considerif God s calling you to volunteerin the &
specialministry at CampMack. Dedicatedvolunteercounselorsandsupportstaff areneeded.

Summer Camp Counselors,CIT'S and Volunteer Directors, pleasemake leadership training on May 21-
22 atop priority! Planfor a greatexperiencesharingGod’s love andyour Christianexperiencewith your
campers. Attend the training! Be prepared!

SeasonedCitizens — Getreadyfor a spiritual boostandlots of fun, fellowship andgreatfood at the Seasoned
Citizen’s Retreat,Mondaythrough Thrusday,May 10-13. Seeyour Camp
Repor call the CampOffice at 574-6588-4831 for a brochureandregistrationform.

Other Important Dates:

Quilting Retreat April 16-18
Pastor's Sabbath April 29-30
Birdwatchers’ Retreat May 6-8

Fishing Camp June 4-6

Booth sign up for Camp Mack Festival —due by May 1

Prepare for Women’s Camp —June 10-12

“The ConnectingPlace”is the themefor the 2004 Women’sCampwith the Key LeaderbeingLinda Mirante.
Registration is due by May 20. Costis $70.00for full -time; $50.00for part-time; $25.00for oneday. Forms
areavailablein the EastS.S.classroom.

Exploring Your Call: A Seminar on Faith and Vocation for Youth
This is madepossiblethrougha grantfrom the Lilly endowment]nc. The nextExploring Your Call will offer
two events:June 24-28, 2004 and July 22-26,2004. This is for high schooljuniors and seniors. Perhaps
you aren’t completelyin focus aboutyour hopesanddreamsfor your future. Do you everwonderhow God
seesyour future? How do God andyour faith fit in with thosehopesanddreams?EYC is a summerprogram
designedo help you think aboutthesequestionsandmore. Participantswill exploretheir call, vocationand
gifts. Participantswill live nearthe BethanyTheological SeminaryCampuswhile sharingtime with
approximatelytwenty other students. Activities will include:

x Classedaughtby seminaryand/orcollegeprofessors

x Congregationalnvolvementthroughshadowingpastorsandchaplains,andleadingworshipin alocal

congregation;

x Personabndspiritual enrichmentopportunitiesfor corporateandindividual worship andreflection

x Recreationakctivities suchasvolleyball, Frisbee,canoeing.
There is no costto you other than transportation to and from Richmond, Indiana. Pleaseconsidermaking
EYC partof your summerplans. Application information canbe found on the EYC web site.
www.bethanyseminary.edu/eyc.htrif you havequestionspleasecontactJoshuaBrockway at 1-800-287-8822
or eemail EYC@bethanyseminary.edu




Letter from Ron and Harriet Finney to Nettle Creek Church of the Brethren

Dear Pastor Carol and Friends at Nettle Creek, el
We are writing to you becauseit is unlikely wewill be able to seeeveryoneprior to the time we

endour tenure asDistrict Ministers. Ten yearsago, we consideredour call to servethe 4&
South/Central Indiana District, a specialprivilege and it hasbeenmustthat.

One of the blessingsof this time has beenthe great variety of ministry experiences.Much of our work has
beenin collaboration with congregationalleadersin “meetings that make a difference” Contrary to some
thinking, God doesusecommitteesto makea differencein the Kingdom. Without question,the processof
calling new pastoralleadershipis certainly one of thoseexperiences.

Within theseten years,only six congregationshavenot changedpastoralleadership. We certainly celebrate
with you the bond between Pastor Carol and the Nettle Creek congregation. Our prayer is for a long and
fruitful ministry. We havealsowalkedtogetherin many other waysand that journey has beena privilege.

As the end of March approachesour thoughtsand prayersare for the future and we want to let you know
that our vision includes a vital congregationin Hagerstown. You have beenfaithful and patientasyou
soughtafter God’swill. Now it is evidentthat Godis going to do a newthing within your midst.

We also pray for our district and denomination; and we ask you to continue doing soaswell. We are blessed
to bea small, but vital part of the Body of Christ. Although there are somewho would like to make clonesof
popular leaders,congregationsand denominationsthat has neverbeenGod’'s will for the Church. We pray
that Godwill continue to blessyou asa unique and compatiblepart of the Body of Christ.
...lead a life worthy of the calling to which you havebeencalled. With all humility and gentleness,
with patience,bearing with one another in love, making everyeffort to maintain the unity of the spirit
in the bond of peace. Ephesians4:1-3

Your brother and sisterin Christ,
Ron and Harriet

Humor Me
The biggest fact about Joseph’s tomb was that it wasn't atomb at all—t was a room for a
transient. Jesus just stopped there a night or two on His way back to glory.
- Herbert Booth Smith
If absence makes the heart grow fonder, how some people must love the church!

People are like tea bags—you have to put them in hot water before you know how strong they
are. Bernie Koerselman

The phrase that is guaranteed to wake up an audience: “And in conclusion.”

- Christian One-liners
God does not propose to judge a man/woman until he/she is dead. So why should you?
A Bible in the hand is worth two on the shelf! -Bulletin Digest

When you get to your wit's end, you'll find God lives there. —Christian One-liners

Take care of your lambs, or where will you get your sheep from? - Bulletin Digest
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