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News from the Brick  
Nettle Creek Church of the Brethren  
5352 N. Brick Church Road        Established 1820 
Hagerstown, IN 47346 
 
Carol M. Pfeiffer, Pastor           Eloise Beeson, Secretary 
Church Phone: 765-489-4430      Sunday School:  9:00 a.m. 
Parsonage Phone:  765-489-3435      Worship:  10:00 a.m. 
nettlecreekcob@tmcsmail.com  
www.nettlecreekcob.com                   

 
   April              Continuing the Work of Jesus. 

          2004    Peacefully.  Simply.  Together. 
 

Mission Statement of Nettle Creek Church of the Brethren:  As the body of Christ, we are Christ-centered in 
our caring, sharing, and service. 
 
Carol’s Comments    “A Life Celebrated”  
John 11:25- 27 “ I am the resurrection and the life.  Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and 
everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.”  
 My mother-in-law, Lova Waneta Pfeiffer, died Sunday, March 21, 2004 at age 89.  She lived a simple 
life.  Lova was a true servant going about doing things for others without fanfare.  If you would have asked her 
what she contributed to life, she would say she hadn’t contributed anything of significance.  Yet she did.  She 
touched many lives.   

 She worked alongside her husband, Mark, at the Phillipsburg Grain Elevator business, which 
he built in 1939.  It existed for over fifty years, closing in June of 1996.  She did about everything 

in the Elevator from bookkeeping to waiting on customers to carrying out feedbags for customers 
in her elderly years, even for able men.  Lova, in her twenties, went to the home of her cousins to 

help with housekeeping and raising the children when their mother died.  She cooked for 
Phillipsburg Rotary Club for over forty years, visited the elderly, took her physically challenged 

cousin out to shop, canned garden vegetables every summer keeping our family supplied in canned goods, and 
cleaned the church oven unbeknownst to anyone.   
 Lova was a lifelong member of the Phillipsburg United Methodist Church and active up until her heart 
attack in 1998, which prevented her from participating fully.  She served the church quietly in many ways from 
financial secretary to helping cook for church dinners.  She would not have thought these were grand things or 
even noteworthy.  Though Lova was a quiet person, she loved and cared deeply for those in her life.  Yes, she 
touched and shaped many lives from helping raise cousins to nurturing her grandsons, to visiting others to her 
servant attitude.  She will be missed.  She lived a long and faithful Christian life and we celebrate her life and 
the gifts of love and caring she brought to us. We celebrate her life with the joy of knowing she was a good and 
faithful servant having done what she could, and who has now gone to her eternal rest in Christ Jesus.   
 It seems appropriate during this season of the year that my mother-in-law died.  As the disciples 
mourned the death of our Savior Jesus Christ, we as Christians can understand their loss.  Yet it is by his death 
that we have the hope of eternal life and the glory of the Resurrection.  In him we have everlasting life.  We can 
let our loved ones rest in the arms of our dear Savior, because he paved the way for us to be with God eternally.  
Christ is a life celebrated and one we keep celebrating for his Spirit is alive in us.  This Easter “lift high the 
cross, the love of Christ proclaim till all the world adore his sacred name”  (Hymnal: a Worship Book, p.321). 
 Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Hallelujah! 
Easter blessings, 
Pastor Carol M. Pfeiffer  

***  
Easter is to our faith what water is to the ocean, what stone is to the mountain, what blood is to your body.   

- Ray I. Lindquist  
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Wedding Invitation  
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lichtenfels and Mr. and Mrs. Perry Schmittler request the honor of your presence at the 
marriage of their children: Terri Leigh Lichtenfels to Jason Wyatt Schmittler on Saturday, the third of April at 
6:30 o’clock in the evening at the church.  Reception will follow at Hartley Hills Country Club. 
 
Sister Church Annual Fish Fry  
Buck Creek Church of the Brethren is having their 39th Annual Fish Fry Saturday, April 3, 
2004 from 12:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.  Freewill Offering.  Directions: 5 miles N.W. of Mooreland on the 
Buck Creek Pike or 3 miles south of Mt. Pleasant on the Buck Creek Pike.   
 
Palm Sunday 
Our final “Watchers on the Hill” drama will be presented on Palm Sunday.  Jodi Johnson will portray Mary 
Magdalene and Brad Bowman will portray Nicodemus in “The Gift.”   
 
Baptism  

Two of our young people will be baptized during the Palm Sunday worship service: 
Jake Hall and Allan Bullock.   Be sure to be present for this meaningful decision in 

their lives and to welcome them into the fellowship of Nettle Creek Church of the Brethren. 
 
Maundy Thursday Love Feast 
Love Feast will be on April 8 at 7:00 p.m.  If you’ve not attended Love Fea st, come and be 
an observer if you are not ready to participate.  It is in the celebration that we remember our 
Lord Jesus Christ and his servanthood.  We witness again his humbling himself and giving us 
his example.  We partake in the feetwashing, the common meal, and sharing the bread and cup 
as part of that remembrance.  We as Brethren believe that it is important to celebrate in 
community and remembrance.  Won’t you join us this year? 
 
Good Friday Service  

The Community Good Friday Service will be at the Hagerstown United Methodist Church 
on April 9 at 12:00 noon.  Jeremy Green from the New Testament Church will bring the 
message.  Take time out of your day to come share as a community as we remember the day 
our Lord was crucified. 
 

Sunrise Service  
Come to the Sunrise Service on April  11, 2004.  The youth are in charge of the service.  Plan 
to stay for the breakfast that will be served following the service in the basement.   
 
Thank You 
Bob and I want to thank the people of Nettle Creek CoB for their gifts of food, cards, prayers, 
flowers and presence upon the death of his mother Lova W. Pfeiffer, March 21.  It is times like these that the 
church family gathers round and gives their support.  We were blessed by your gifts.    Pastor Carol and Bob 
Pfeiffer 
 
New Books in the Library Given in Memory  
The library has new books to check out.  The church has purchased Just Shy of Harmony in memory of Paul 
Bowman.  Just Shy of Harmony is filled with humor and is a homespun tale of love, faith, and blessings 
discovered within a community of friends.  The author is Philip Gulley, a Quaker minister. 
 
The children's book Words of Gold is a treasury of the Bible's Poetry and Wisdom.  This book was given in 
memory of Agnes Briar.  Words of Gold is a selection of over fifty of the best-loved passages from the Bible.  
Words of Gold was selected and introduced by Lois Rock and illustrated by Sarah Young. 
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A Simple Decent Place to Live was given to the church library in memory of Philip Stout. This book was written 
by Millard Fuller the founder of Habitat for Humanity about the history of Habitat for Humanity.  Since 1976, 
volunteers for Habitat for Humanity International have built 40,000 sturdy, decent homes for people living in 
substandard housing. 
 
CBWF – Church of the Brethren Women’s Fellowship  
The CBWF meeting will be April 14 from 6:00 – 9:00 p.m.  All women and girls are invited to meet at Show 
and Tell Ceramics (1st drive immediately south of the railroad on State Rte. #1 south of State Rte. 38.)  Juli 
Proctor is in charge.  Please let her know if you can attend.  Sounds like fun, doesn’t it? 
 
Salad Buffet for Entire Church – May 5 at 6:00 p.m.  

The entire church family is invited to the Salad Buffet.  Bring your favorite salad or dessert and 
table service.  Christina Singh will share her story of leaving a Hindu family to be a Christian.  
Hers is a story of courage, faith, and hope.  She is a student at Bethany Seminary.  Don’t miss this 
opportunity to hear of the sacrifice it took to leave the Hindu religion 
 
 

Annual Church Smorgasbord – May 15 at 4:30- 7:00 p.m. 
The community is invited to our Annual Church Smorgasbord.  We will be asking for 
donations of food, money and help.  Look for a sign-up sheet soon. 
 
Giving For March  
Average Weekly Offering needed to meet budget………. $1,513.56 
Average Offering for February 29 and three weeks in March:  $994.48 
February 29...............$1,449.65 
March 7.....................    788.39 
March 14...................    709.00 
March 21...................  1,030.86 
 
One Great Hour of Sharing........…$63.52 
Carpet Fund...........................…..$500.00 
Average Attendance ……............ 50 
 
April Birthdays  

3 Barbara Winterer, Vanessa Hilbert 
4 Homer Andrew 
5 Jackie Bendsen, Frances Robinson 
7    Sue Mendenhall, Sarah Lyles 
8    Carol Bullock 
14 Jeanne Maddock 
16    Brandon Hilbert 
20 Jerome Dines 
23 Beverly Nicholson 
25    Brian Wieseke 
26    Velma Paddock 
27    Donna Ramey, Sylvia Hoover 
28    Linda DeVinney 
29    Robert Burroughs 
30    Leslie Ramey 
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Lenten Lunch 
The last Lenten Soup and Bread lunch will be March 31 at noon.  Come join the food and a brief meditation 
for the Lenten season. 
 
Continuing to Pray for…  

 Bob Klein Robert Burroughs     Shirley Root  Carl & Phyllis DeVinney Janine Dumitur 
*Pastor Carol’s family (death of mother-in-law, Lova Pfeiffer on March 21) 
Care Centers: Estella Hilbert, LuFreda Bowman 
Homebound:  Ruth Crull, Viola Nicholson 
 

Open House for Ron and Harriet Finney Retiring from the District  
Please join in celebration for Ron and Harriet Finney at an Open House Sunday, April 4, 2004, 2:00-4:00 p.m. 
at the Eel River Community Church of the Brethren , 2507 E SR 14, Silver Lake, Indiana (2 ½ miles west of 
the intersection of SRs 13 and 14).  You are invited to write notes of appreciation, memories, and affirmations 
for the Finney’s that can be placed in a scrapbook.  Please send items by March 24, 2004 to ATTN: Dee 
Grindle, 604 N. Mill St., North Manchester, IN 46962. 
 
Redefining Normal – Consider Attending  
This is a Mini -Conference sponsored by the “Small Membership/Rural church Leadership 
Team” and the Northern and South/Central Indiana Districts of the Church of the Brethren.  
Small can be defined as behaving like a single-celled organism.  Keynote Speaker is Dr. Gary 
Newton, Director of Educational Ministries at Huntington College.  It will take place April 23-24 at 
6:30 p.m. Friday -3:30 p.m. Saturday.  Workshops include:   

�x Strengthening Congregational Self –Esteem – Jim Kinsey, CLT Area 2 & Chair, Small 
Membership/Rural Church Leadership Team 

�x  Forget Program--Do Ministry with Dr. Gary Newton, Dir. Of Ed. Ministries, Huntington College 
�x  Doing it Big When You Are Small – Allen Kahler, Pastor of Marion Church of the Brethren 

Worship will be led by “Red Letter Edition” 
Motivational Success Story   - Kevin McClung, Portland Church of the Brethren 
Cost: $50.00 per person payable to S/Central District office – Fee includes Saturday Lunch 
Location: Markle CoB I-69 & Markle Exit 
Housing:  There will be free housing with congregational members on a first come first serve basis (Motel 8 
(260)758-8888; Seasons Inn (260)758-8111).  Cost at either motel is approximately $50.00 a night. 
Deadline for registration is April 15, 2004 
 
South/Central Indiana District     Name__________________________________________________ 
Church of the Brethren  
Questions?  Contact Les Cooper 
 765-469-0688 or lelicoop@hotmail.com  Address____________________________________________________________ 
Registration form with check to  
South /Central Indiana District                      ________________________________________________ 
Church of the Brethren 
604 N Mill St     _______________________________________________ 
North Manchester, IN 46962-1835 Phone_________________________________________________ 
       Housing Preference 
     Check one 
       ___  Markle Member Home 
     ___  Hotel/Motel 
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Camp Mack News 
Food Service Manager hired:  Christine Phelps has resigned to move back home to Kokomo.  Shannon Kaake 
(pronounced cake) of Hillsdale, Michigan has accepted the call to serve as Camp Mack’s Food Service 
Manager. 
 
Calling all available adults for the April 26-28 Volunteer Work Camp!  Help prepare the camp 
for summer.  Call the Camp Office to register.  There’s no fee! 
 
Calling Summer Volunteers!  Please prayerfully consider if God is calling you to volunteer in the 
special ministry at Camp Mack.  Dedicated volunteer counselors and support staff are needed. 
 
Summer Camp Counselors, CIT’S and Volunteer Directors, please make leadership training on May 21-
22 a top priority!  Plan for a great experience sharing God’s love and your Christian experience with your 
campers.  Attend the training!  Be prepared! 
 
Seasoned Citizens – Get ready for a spiritual boost and lots of fun, fellowship and great food at the Seasoned 
Citizen’s Retreat, Monday through Thrusday, May 10-13.  See your Camp  
Rep or call the Camp Office at 574-6588-4831 for a brochure and registration form. 
 
Other Important Dates: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prepare for Women’s Camp – June 10-12 
“The Connecting Place” is the theme for the 2004 Women’s Camp with the Key Leader being Linda Mirante.  
Registration is due by May 20.  Cost is $70.00 for full -time; $50.00 for part-time; $25.00 for one day.  Forms 
are available in the East S.S. classroom.   
 
Exploring Your Call:  A Seminar on Faith and Vocation for Youth 
This is made possible through a grant from the Lilly endowment, Inc.  The next Exploring Your Call will offer 
two events: June 24-28, 2004 and July 22-26, 2004.  This is for high school juniors and seniors.  Perhaps 
you aren’t completely in focus about your hopes and dreams for your future.  Do you ever wonder how God 
sees your future?  How do God and your faith fit in with those hopes and dreams?  EYC is a summer program 
designed to help you think about these questions and more.  Participants will explore their call, vocation and 
gifts.  Participants will live near the Bethany Theological Seminary Campus while sharing time with 
approximately twenty other students.  Activities will include:  

�x Classes taught by seminary and/or college professors 
�x Congregational involvement through shadowing pastors and chaplains, and leading worship in a local 

congregation; 
�x Personal and spiritual enrichment opportunities for corporate and individual worship and reflection 
�x Recreational activities such as volleyball, Frisbee, canoeing. 

There is no cost to you other than transportation to and from Richmond, Indiana.  Please consider making 
EYC part of your summer plans.  Application information can be found on the EYC web site. 
www.bethanyseminary.edu/eyc.htm.  If you have questions please contact Joshua Brockway at 1-800-287-8822 
or e-mail EYC@bethanyseminary.edu.  

Quilting Retreat   April 16-18 
Pastor’s Sabbath   April 29-30 
Birdwatchers’ Retreat  May 6-8 
Fishing Camp   June 4-6 
Booth sign up for Camp Mack Festival – due by May 1 
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Letter from Ron and Harriet Finney to Nettle Creek Church of the Brethren  
Dear Pastor Carol and Friends at Nettle Creek, 
We are writing to you because it is unlikely we will be able to see everyone prior to the time we 
end our tenure as District Ministers.  Ten years ago, we considered our call to serve the 
South/Central Indiana District, a special privilege and it has been must that. 
One of the blessings of this time has been the great variety of ministry experiences.  Much of our work has 
been in collaboration with congregational leaders in “meetings that make a difference”!  Contrary to some 
thinking, God does use committees to make a difference in the Kingdom.  Without question, the process of 
calling new pastoral leadership is certainly one of those experiences. 
 
Within these ten years, only six congregations have not changed pastoral leadership.  We certainly celebrate 
with you the bond between Pastor Carol and the Nettle Creek congregation.  Our prayer is for a long and 
fruitful ministry.  We have also walked together in many other ways and that journey has been a privilege. 
 
As the end of March approaches, our thoughts and prayers are for the future and we want to let you know 
that our vision includes a vital congregation in Hagerstown.  You have been faithful and patient as you 
sought after God’s will.  Now it is evident that God is going to do a new thing within your midst. 
 
We also pray for our district and denomination; and we ask you to continue doing so as well.  We are blessed 
to be a small, but vital part of the Body of Christ.  Although there are some who would like to make clones of 
popular leaders, congregations and denominations that has never been God’s will for the Church.  We pray 
that God will continue to bless you as a unique and compatible part of the Body of Christ.   

…lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called.  With all humility and gentleness, 
with patience, bearing with one another in love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the spirit 
in the bond of peace.  Ephesians 4:1-3 

 
Your brother and sister in Christ, 
Ron and Harriet  

Humor Me 
The biggest fact about Joseph’s tomb was that it wasn’t a t omb at all—it was a room for a 
transient.  Jesus just stopped there a night or two on His way back to glory.  

- Herbert Booth Smith  
If absence makes the heart grow fonder, how some people must love the church!  
 
People are like tea bags—you have to put them in hot water before you know how strong they 
are.         Bernie Koerselman 
 
The phrase that is guaranteed to wake up an audience:  “And in conclusion.”  

- Christian One-liners  
God does not propose to judge a man/woman until he/she is dead.  So why should you? 
 
A Bible in the hand is worth two on the shelf!     -Bulletin Digest  
 
When you get to your wit’s end, you’ll find God lives there.   – Christian One-liners  
 
Take care of your lambs, or where will you get your sheep from?  - Bulletin Digest  
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