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Carol's Comments “Throw Jonah Over”

Jonah 2: 1-9 (NIV) From inside the fish Jonah prayedto the Lord his God. He said: “In my distressl
called to the Lord, and he answeredme. From the depthsof the gravel called for help, and you listenedto
my cry. You hurled meinto the deep,into the very heart of the seas,and the currents swirled about me; all
your wavesand breakerssweptover me. | said,‘l havebeenbanishedfrom your sight; yetl will look again

toward your holy temple.” The engulfing watersthreatenedme, the deep

surrounded me; seaweedvaswrappedaround my head. To the roots of the
mountains | sank down; the earth beneathbarred mein forever. But you
brought my life up from the pit, O lord my God. “When my life wasebbing
away,| rememberedyou, Lord and my prayer roseto you, to your holy temple.
“Those who cling to worthlessidols forfeit the gracethat could betheirs. But I,
with a songof thanksgiving, will sacrifice to you. What | havevowed! will make
good. Salvation comesfrom the Lord.”

The beglnnlngof Junewe took a vacationto OnekamaMichigan. We were going fi shingwith two of
our sons,Philip andPaul. Stayingwith afriend we hadtried to makearrangements$or a boatandmotor ahead
of time. ThoughOnekamais locatedon the lake, therewereno boator motor rentals. That wasour first
difficulty. But gradously my friend, who is a pastor,hada parishionerwho hadfound us a boatat thelocal
Mennonitecampthat theywerewilling to let usrentfor the week We still neededa motor. They hada motor,
but it wasn’tworking, andunfortunatelythey werenot ableto getit running. Sowe decidedto row outinto the
lake. Thatwasslow going andafter one particular day of rowing for an hour againstthe wind to getbackto
shore my guyswereall readyto scoutout for a motor somewhere

We locatedan old motor at a propellershop. Notice | saidpropeller. This is not the placeto look for a
motor. We boughtit andthoughtwe were setto speedout fartherinto the lake. Wrong. The motor would cut
out atlow speeds.If we could getit running at the higherspeedwe were ok. But everytime we tried to slow
downthe motor would die. After pulling and pulling to startthe motor umpteentimesandthe “guys”
developingsorearms,we decidedto seeaboutgettingthe motor fixed. We found amarinain aneaby town
thatworked onit right away. No luck. It wasanold motor. Sincethe propellershopsaidtheywould hold our
checktill the endof theweekto seeif we wantedto keepthe motor, we decidedto take the motor back.
Everyonewe encounteredvasvery friendly andhelpful. Thatwasa blessing. But still no motor.

Thefellow atthe marinaknew our plight andsaidhe wasgoingto look at a boatandmotor that evening
andwould be willing to rentusthe motor for the remainingtime at Onekama We were ableto pick up the
motor the nextdayfor our last couple of daysof vacation. It wasgreatspeedingacrossthe water.

We hadbeenfishing in betweenthesesetbacksandthe guyscaughtfish. Me? Well, | could fish in the
very samespotandno fish would bite on my hook. | told my sonsthat| gaveall my fishing geneso themand
that'swhy | couldn’t catchfish. | stayedbackon shoreonedayto spendwith my friend. The guyswereoff to




fish ontheir own. Theycamebackhavingbeentrolling andPaulhadcaughta NorthernPike andPhilip a
sixteeninch LargemouthBass. Werethey excited! Sothe nextday| climbed into the boatreadyto catchfish!
Wrong again. We trolled andtrolled. We still-fished. My dearsonssaidafterawhile, “Let’s throw Jonah
over,” meaningmom. Theyweren’t catchinganyfish andl got blamed. You may recall that Jonahwasblamed
for the storm. He didn’t wantto do what God askedandso he wasrunning awayandhiding in
theboat. Now I don’t believethat | wasrunning awayfrom God nor was| hiding. But my sons
attachedthe label “Jonah” to meto placeblamesomewherdor lack of catchingfish. Maybe
they thoughttheywould catchareally big fish if mom got swallowedup! This wasall in fun of
course...lthink.

Anyway, the point of this storyis to consideron whom we placeblamewhenthingsgo
wrong. A numberof thingswentawry thatweek,asyou just read. It wascomingdownto the
endof our vacationandthefish catchwascomingto a standstill. Who wasto blame? Was
anyone?0r wasit thatwe were not wherethe fish were? We werein the wrong spot? We were usingthe
wrong bait? We werefishing atthe wrongtime? We didn’t know whatwe weredoing? It coud havebeenany
of thosethings or noneof them.

What aboutfishing for people? Whenthe fishing seemgo dry up, whom do we blame? The pastor?
The programsor lack of? Our own patrticipationor lack of? Our lack of committedness?Our lack of numbers?
Our fear of the word evangelism?Our fear of new personschangingthe scopeof the church? Not knowing
whatto do?

Notice in my fishing experiencethe label of Jonahwasall in fun. Butin Jonah’sstory, hewasindeed
runningawayfrom God. Takeyour own spiritual temperature.Ponderwhetherthereareareasn your life that
you arerunning awayfrom...afraid to face...afraidto actupon...afraid to surrendetto God, becauseyou don'’t
wantto doit. Jonahthoughthewasrunningawayfrom God, but God wasstill there. God wasin the boat
sarchingfor him. Godwaswith him in the belly of thewhale. The more Jonahranway, the more God
searchedandusedthe circumstancego getJonah’sattention....tolet Jonahknow that he hadaresponsibility.
Godusesusto reachpeoplefor God. It might be assimple asoffering amealor alistening ear,or taking time
out of our busyscheduleto be availableto personsn need. Do we love God enoughthat we wantto sharethat
love? Are we willing to learnnewways...accephewways? Acceptnew peoplein the family of God? Are we
readyto gofishing? If not, why not? And asyou reflect, seeif you havea Jonahinsideyou. Or seeif you are
calling other people Jonah. Wantto try going fishing andseewhatwe catch?Let’s alwaysremembetin our
fishing that Salvation comesfrom the Lord (Jonah2:9)

Bountiful blessings,
Pastor Carol M. Pfeiffer

Board Retreat

Saturday, August 7, Dr. Gary Newton will meetwith the Board at BethanySeminaryto talk about

discipleship. All boardmembersare highly encouragedo attend. We haveinvited our sister
churchedo participatewith us. Dr. Newtonis an energeticpresentemwho teachesat Huntington
College. You will notwantto missthis time of learningtogether!

Dr. Gary Newton to SpeakAugust 8

Dr. Gary Newtonwill be speakingon Sunday, August 8 at 10:00a.m. His messagevill be“Growing a
Fruit ful Church.” Dr. Newtonwill honoruswith musicon his violin aswell asspeaking. A carry -in lunch
will follow worship service. Stayto eatandfellowship afterwards.

Pastor Parish
PastorParishwill meetThursday, August 12 without the pastorto do a pastorevaluationat 6:30 p.m. Pastor
Parishmembersmark the date.
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Peoplewho don’t know whetherthey arecoming or gaing areusuallyin the biggesthurry to getthere.



New Members

WelcomeBill andSueHousewho havetransferredtheir membershigirom the Methodist
Churchto Nettle CreekCoB in June. Bill andSueresidein New Castle. Sueworks at
ComprehensivéMental Healthin New CastleandBill is currentlyworking at CVS
Distribution Centerin Indianapolis. Bill recentlygraduatedrom BethanySeminaryin May
2004. Getto know our new members.

Another Graduate
Congratulations to Dana Reaganwho graduatedrom |.U. Eastwith an Elementary EducationDegreein
May. Shewill beteachingthethird gradat Centerville, Indianathis fall.

The Dead SeaScrolls Exhibition in Indianapolis
July 16-August 15 the exhibition of the only Dead SeaScroll Biblical fragmentsin Americanandother Ancient
Biblical Manuscriptsandrare Bibles collectedfrom aroundthe world may be seenat Adam’s Mark Hotel in
Indianapolis, Indiana (Soonto bethe Hilton-Indianapolis). It is locatedat 120 W. Market St., Indianapolis,IN
Exhibit highlightsinclude:

x Biblical DeadSeaScroll fragmentsfrom the Old Testamentthe very earliestBiblical fragmentsin
existence.
Exodusfragmentsin Greekfrom the 4" Century
A 3" Centuryexcerptfrom Paul'sletter to the Colossians
Many important16™ CenturyBiblesin English @9"\/
A First Edition of the King JamesBible from 1611 \M
The First Bible in Englisheverprintedin America
The First Catholic Bible printed in America
The earliestwriting

X And much,muchmore
The exhibition is openMonday-Saturday:9 a.m.- 8 p.m.; Sundayll a.m.— 7 p.m. (Box office opensat 8:30
a.m.daily and10:30a.m. Sunday;closes7 p.m. daily and6 p.m. Sunday). Cost: Adults $15weekendsand$12
weekdays $10for groupsof 10 or more. $8 Seniorsandstudens. Children7 andunderarefree. Ticketsare

availableonline: www.DeadSeaScrollsToAmerica.comFor groupreservationr generalinformation, call
866-785-7261. (This information is takenfrom the brochure. Checkthe bulletin boardfor directions).

X X X X X X X

Continuing to Pray for...
*Terri Schmittler *Jane Briar *Mark & Mary Werking  *Bob & Harriet Burroughs
Wilda Helms FredDilling Cliff & Mary JaneRenaker BobKlein JeremyDeVinney

PenniesFrom Heaven

We havecdlected $120.00sofar from savingour pennies.Eachof us hasbeenchallengedo
savetwo penniesper day for ayear. The moneywill be collectedperiodically to seehow we
aredoing. The moneywill goto outreach. Keepsavingthosepennies.Octwill be the next
collectiontime

Trustee’s Office

The JeffersonTownship Trustee’sOffice hasaskedthe community churchesto adopt a family for school
suppliesandan outfit. Nettle CreekCoB will be helpingtwo children. For further information contactDee
Reneau.

Who is My Neighbor?

Who is my neighbor? The neighborwasthe Samaritarwho approachedhe woundedmanandmadehim his
neighbor. The neighbor...isnot hewhom  find in my path, but ratherhein whosepath| placemyself, he
whom | approachandacively seek. - GustavoGutiérrez




Dean's List — Cornell College
Elizabeth Bach, daughterof Jeff and Ann Bach,wason the springsemestedean'dist
with honorsat Cornell College, Mount Vernon, lowa. To qualify for the honorslist,
studentanustearna gradepoint averageof 3.6-3.79 on a4-point scale Wayto go
Elizabeth!

Congratulations!
Congratulationggo to Brian Wiesekeuponawardsearnedat the lonia County Fair in Michigan. Brian
recentlyshowedlambsandasteeratthefalr His accompliqimentswere:

x First placewith awethermarketlamb. AN
X ReserveChampionwith his steer ~
X Secondplacewith aewelamb ’ i

x Fourthplacewith anotherwethermarketlamb
x Fourth placein Showmanshipwith alamb
It wasanhonorfor Brian to earnShowmanshimo longe thanhe hasshownlambs. Excellentjob, Brian!

Sympathies
We extendour sympathiego Mark andMary Werking uponthe deaththeir daughterShirley Root. Also we

extendcondolencego brotherRogerandhis wife Mickie Werking andto husbandJohnRootand children. Our
prayersarewith you in your time of grieving.

Our Givings for June & July
Four weeksin June:

Amount neededMonthly...........cccc.eevvennnn.......$1,420.29
AverageWeekly Offering............. $1,084.6
JUNEG.......cooiiiiiiiiis . 966.75 4 \
Junel3. ... 959.00
JUNE20.......cciieiiee e 1,138.80 :
JUNE2T oo 1,276.10 ~
FoodPantry........cccccceeeeviiiinnnnn. 6201
Useof the Church...........ccceenen. 100.00
& DiaperDrive .......ccccoveeiiiienieenene. $10.00
Average Attendance .............. 47

Four weeksin July:

“ AverageWeely Offering......... $1,111.87

JUIY A 2,364.98
JUY 1. 570.30
JUIY L8 646.00
JUIY 25, 973.00
BrethrenCaregivers.................... 100.0
Average attendance..........cccccceeeeeeeeennn. 46

Stewardship Thoughts

Stewardshigs not leavingatip on God’stablecloth;it is the confessionof anunpayabledebtat God’s Calvary.

- PaulS.Rees
To think that paymentof our tithe dischargeur financialobligation to God is a grossdeception. Man’s
responsibilityin regardto moneyinvolvesfar morethanten percent. It encompassethe whole of his money.
It is asthoughwe havebeengiven anexpenseaccountby the Lord. We mustbe ableto justify the itemswe
chargeagainstit. - J. OswaldSanders



August Birthdays

6 Ronnie Hoover, Kathy Denney
7 Meredith Arn
8 Micheal Reneau

9 Leland Nicholson, Nathan Maddock, Curtis Andrew
11 Ruby McCormack, Lucas Artman
13 Libby Andrew

15 RebeccaBach

16 Lufreda Bowman

17 Dale Oakes

20 Rachel Reneau

22 Dana Flanagan

23 Allan Bullock

25 Madison Stout

26 Samantha Hilbert

28 Estella Hilbert, Angela Beaty

29 Jon Sout

30 Dennis Nicholson, Blanch Petty

District Conference September10-11

South/Cental IndianaChurchof the BrethrenDistrict Conferencewill be held atthe Mexico Churchof the
Brethren. Thethemeis “...Iove oneanother” John13:34-35. RegistrationbeginsFriday at6:00 p.m. Worship
in Song,6:45 p.m., worship, 7:00 p.m. andBusiness,8:30 p.m. Reservationgorms for lodging andmealsis on
the churchbulletin board.

Church Women United Scholarships

HagerstownChurchWomenUnited designatedb15,000from proceedsrom their Thrift Shopfor scholaships
to technicalor vocationd two yearprograms. Our own Todd Stouthasbenefitedfrom a scholarshipandhas
receivedarenewal. The Thrift Shopis locatedat 449 E. Main St., lower level of the HollenbergProfessional
Building. It is thefaithful volunteersandthe Thrift Shopmaragersthat makethesescholarshipgpossibleeach
year.More volunteers are needed andevenan hour would be appreciated.Call 765-489-4372for more
information on giving donationsand/orvolunteering.

Camp Mack News

This year'sAlexanderMack Festival is Saturday,

October 2, from 8:30a.m.to 4:00 p.m. Enjoy festival

food, fun andentertainmentor the entirefamily. This

yearwe will havetwo auctions. An estateauctionwill

be held at 8:30 a.m.the traditional auctionof quilts,

antiques,old books art andbasketdull of goodieswiill

beginat2:00 p.m. Pleasecall Mike or LanaKauffman by August 15 to let themknow what you haveto addto
the salebill. Planto bring saleitemson festival day.

2004ANNUAL CONFERENCE ELECTIONS:

Moderator -eled: RonaldD. Beachley

Annual Conference Council: JoanLawrenceDaggett

Program and Arrangements Committee: JoannaWaveWilloughby

Committee on Interchurch Relations: JamesO. Eikenberry

Pastoral Compensation and Benefits Advisory Committee: HermanKauffman

Association of Brethren Caregivers board: Diane Harden(delegatesalsoaffirmed appointedmembersEddie
H. EdmondsJohnKatonah,andJohnWenger)
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Bethany Theological Seminary board: David B. Eller (delegatesalsoaffirmed appointedmemberslerry A.
DavisandJohnD. Miller Jr.,andCharlesBoyer, electedby the alumni)

Brethren Benefit Trust board: JohnA. Braun

General Board, At-Large: Michael Benner(delegatesalsoaffirmed district
appointeeKen Wenger,Mid -Atlantic District; Dale Minnich, WesternPlains
District; and SusarKinsel Fitze, SouthernOhio District). The GeneralBoard
selectedDonnaShumateaschair, Glenn Mitchell asvice chair,andDavid
SollenbergerDoug Price,JD Glick, andJeff NeumanLee asexecutivecommittee
members.

On Earth Peae board: RobbieMiller (delegatesalsoaffirmed appointedmembers
David JehnserandBev Weaver)

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

* Functions and Qualifications of Local Church Moderator: Adopted.

* Denominational Name: Adopted.

* Congregational Disagreementswith Annual Conference Decisions: Adoptedwith anamendmento delete
asuggestiorthatin extremecasesf disagreemendistrict conferencesot seatcongregations.

NEW BUSINESS:

* Query: Doing Church Business:Accepted.A five-memberstudy committeewill reportin 2005.

* Query: Becominga Multi -Ethnic Church andQuery: The Needfor Cross Cultural Ministries:
Appointed a sevenamemberethnically diversestudy committee-including an ex-officio representativef the
American Baptist Churches-andincorporated StandingCommitteerecommendationshat crosscultural
ministry becomeanincreasedpriority in the denominationandthat a progresseportbe madeeachyearfor five
years,with reassessmeimh 2010by the Annual Conference.

* Resolution on Iraq: Adopted.

OTHER NOTES:

* Delegatesapproveda 3.1-percentpastoralscaleincrease.

CHARLESTON BITS

SITE: Charleston(W.Va.) Civic CenterandColiseum

REGISTRATION: This year'sattendanceof 4,038wasup from the 2003total of 2,844in Boise andincluded
920 delegatesand StandingCommitteemembersin Baltimore in 2001 registrationreached,029.

FUTURE SITES: SanDiego, Calif., will bethe 2009site. Next year'sConferencewill beJuly 2-6 in Peoria,IL
NEW FELLOWSHIPS : Koinonia Fellowship,Charlottesville, Va., and SunriseChurch,Harrisonburg,Va.
AWARDS: The Associationof BrethrenCaregiverspresentedts first "Open Roof" awardto Lansing(Mich.)
Churchof the Brethren.

GIFTS OF THE HEART : Conferencegoersbrought2,500Gift of the Heartkits and Clinic Boxesin a
collection sponsoredy the GeneralBoard'sEmergencyResponsgrogram.Brethrendonated164 pints of
blood.

BBT FITNESS CHALLENGE: First-placefinishersin the annualBrethrenBenefit Trust 5K Fitness
Challengewere CourtlandHoward (17:40) and Deb Morris Crouse(21:30). First placewalkerswere Bev
Anspaugh(33:23) andDon Shankstel(34:01).

QUILT AUCTION: Threequilts andthreewall hangingswere sold during the 30th annualQuilt

Auction sponsoredy the Associationfor the Arts in the Churchof the Brethren.The auctionraised$20,400.
ECUMENICAL CITATION: Kira Marriner of the Live Oak (Calif.) Churchof the Brethrenreceiveda
citation from the Committeeon InterchurchRelations.

- Takenfrom Annual ConferencéNrap-up
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