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www.nettlecreekcob.com                 August  Continuing the Work of Jesus. 
           2004   Peacefully.  Simply.  Together. 

 
Carol’s Comments            “Throw Jonah Over”  
Jonah 2: 1-9 (NIV)    From inside the fish Jonah prayed to the Lord his God.  He said: “In my distress I 
called to the Lord, and he answered me.  From the depths of the grave I called for help, and you listened to 
my cry.  You hurled me into the deep, into the very heart of the seas, and the currents swirled about me; all 
your waves and breakers swept over me.  I said, ‘I have been banished from your sight; yet I will look again 

toward your holy temple.’  The engulfing waters threatened me, the deep 
surrounded me; seaweed was wrapped around my head.  To the roots of the 

mountains I sank down; the earth beneath barred me in forever.  But you 
brought my life up from the pit, O lord my God.  “When my life was ebbing 
away, I remembered you, Lord and my prayer rose to you, to your holy temple. 
“Those who cling to worthless idols forfeit  the grace that could be theirs.  But I, 

with a song of thanksgiving, will sacrifice to you.  What I have vowed I will make 
good.  Salvation comes from the Lord.”  

 The beginning of June we took a vacation to Onekama, Michigan.  We were going fi shing with two of 
our sons, Philip and Paul.  Staying with a friend we had tried to make arrangements for a boat and motor ahead 
of time.  Though Onekama is located on the lake, there were no boat or motor rentals.  That was our first 
difficulty.  But graciously my friend, who is a pastor, had a parishioner who had found us a boat at the local 
Mennonite camp that they were willing to let us rent for the week. We still needed a motor.  They had a motor, 
but it wasn’t working, and unfortunately they were not able to get it running.  So we decided to row out into the 
lake.  That was slow going and after one particular day of rowing for an hour against the wind to get back to 
shore, my guys were all ready to scout out for a motor somewhere.   
 We located an old motor at a propeller shop.  Notice I said propeller.  This is not the place to look for a 
motor.  We bought it and thought we were set to speed out farther into the lake.  Wrong.  The motor would cut 
out at low speeds.  If we could get it running at the higher speed we were ok.  But every time we tried to slow 
down the motor would die.  After pulling and pulling to start the motor umpteen times and the “guys” 
developing sore arms, we decided to see about getting the motor fixed.  We found a marina in a nearby town 
that worked on it right away.  No luck.  It was an old motor.  Since the propeller shop said they would hold our 
check till the end of the week to see if we wanted to keep the motor, we decided to take the motor back.  
Everyone we encountered was very friendly and helpful.  That was a blessing.  But still no motor.   
 The fellow at the marina knew our plight and said he was going to look at a boat and motor that evening 
and would be willing to rent us the motor for the remaining time at Onekama.  We were able to pick up the 
motor the next day for our last couple of days of vacation.  It was great speeding across the water.   
 We had been fishing in between these setbacks and the guys caught fish.  Me?  Well, I could fish in the 
very same spot and no fish would bite on my hook.  I told my sons that I gave all my fishing genes to them and 
that’s why I couldn’t catch fish.  I stayed back on shore one day to spend with my friend.  The guys were off to 
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fish on their own.  They came back having been trolling and Paul had caught a Northern Pike and Philip a 
sixteen inch Largemouth Bass.  Were they excited!  So the next day I climbed into the boat ready to catch fish!   
Wrong again.  We trolled and trolled.  We still -fished.  My dear sons said after awhile, “Let’s throw Jonah 
over,” meaning mom.  They weren’t catching any fish and I got blamed.  You may recall that Jonah was blamed 
for the storm.  He didn’t want to do what God asked and so he was running away and hiding in 
the boat.  Now I don’t believe that I was running away from God nor was I hiding.  But my sons 
attached the label “Jonah” to me to place blame somewhere for lack of catching fish.  Maybe 
they thought they would catch a really big fish if mom got swallowed up!  This was all in fun of 
course…I think. 
 Anyway, the point of this story is to consider on whom we place blame when things go 
wrong.  A number of things went awry that week, as you just read.  It was coming down to the 
end of our vacation and the fish catch was coming to a standstill.  Who was to blame?  Was 
anyone? Or was it that we were not where the fish were?  We were in the wrong spot?  We were using the 
wrong bait?  We were fishing at the wrong time?  We didn’t know what we were doing?  It could have been any 
of those things or none of them. 
 What about fishing for people?  When the fishing seems to dry up, whom do we blame?  The pastor?  
The programs or lack of? Our own participation or lack of? Our lack of committedness?  Our lack of numbers?   
Our fear of the word evangelism?  Our fear of new persons changing the scope of the church?  Not knowing 
what to do?   
 Notice in my fishing experience, the label of Jonah was all in fun.  But in Jonah’s story, he was indeed 
running away from God.  Take your own spiritual temperature.  Ponder whether there are areas in your life that 
you are running away from…afraid to face…afraid to act upon…afraid to surrender to God, because you don’t 
want to do it.  Jonah thought he was running away from God, but God was still there.  God was in the boat 
searching for him.  God was with him in the belly of the whale.  The more Jonah ran way, the more God 
searched and used the circumstances to get Jonah’s attention….to let Jonah know that he had a responsibility.  
God uses us to reach people for God.  It might be as simple as offering a meal or a listening ear, or taking time 
out of our busy schedule to be available to persons in need.   Do we love God enough that we want to share that 
love?  Are we willing to learn new ways…accept new ways?  Accept new people in the family of God?  Are we 
ready to go fishing?  If not, why not?  And as you reflect, see if you have a Jonah inside you.  Or see if you are 
calling other people Jonah.  Want to try going fishing and see what we catch? Let’s always remember in our 
fishing that Salvation comes from the Lord (Jonah 2:9) 
 
Bountiful blessings, 
Pastor Carol M. Pfeiffer  
 
Board Retreat 

Saturday, August 7, Dr. Gary Newton will meet with the Board at Bethany Seminary to talk about 
discipleship.  All board members are highly encouraged to attend.  We have invited our sister 
churches to participate with us.  Dr. Newton is an energetic presenter who teaches at Huntington 
College.  You will not want to miss this time of learning together! 

 
Dr. Gary Newton to Speak August 8 
Dr. Gary Newton will be speaking on Sunday, August 8 at 10:00 a.m.  His message will be “Growing a 
Fruit ful Church.”  Dr. Newton will honor us with music on his violin as well as speaking.  A carry -in lunch 
will follow worship service.  Stay to eat and fellowship afterwards. 
 
Pastor Parish  
Pastor Parish will meet Thursday, August 12 without the pastor to do a pastor evaluation at 6:30 p.m.  Pastor 
Parish members mark the date. 

******************  
People who don’t know whether they are coming or going are usually in the biggest hurry to get there. 
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New Members 
Welcome Bill and Sue House who have transferred their membership from the Methodist 
Church to Nettle Creek CoB in June.  Bill and Sue reside in New Castle.  Sue works at 
Comprehensive Mental Health in New Castle and Bill is currently working at CVS 
Distribution Center in Indianapolis.  Bill recently graduated from Bethany Seminary in May 
2004.  Get to know our new members. 
 
Another Graduate 
Congratulations to Dana Reagan who graduated from I.U. East with an Elementary Education Degree in 
May.  She will be teaching the third grad at Centerville, Indiana this fall. 
 
The Dead Sea Scrolls Exhibition  in Indianapolis  
July 16-August 15 the exhibition of the only Dead Sea Scroll Biblical fragments in American and other Ancient 
Biblical Manuscripts and rare Bibles collected from around the world may be seen at Adam’s Mark Hotel in 
Indianapolis, Indiana  (Soon to be the Hilton-Indianapolis).  It is located at 120 W. Market St., Indianapolis, IN 
Exhibit highlights include: 

�x Biblical Dead Sea Scroll fragments from the Old Testament, the very earliest Biblical fragments in 
existence.  

�x Exodus fragments in Greek from the 4th Century 
�x A 3rd Century excerpt from Paul’s letter to the Colossians 
�x Many important 16th Century Bibles in English 
�x A First Edition of the King James Bible from 1611 
�x The First Bible in English ever printed in America 
�x The First Catholic Bible printed in America 
�x The earliest writing 
�x And much, much more 

The exhibition is open Monday-Saturday: 9 a.m. - 8 p.m.; Sunday 11 a.m. – 7 p.m.  (Box office opens at 8:30 
a.m. daily and 10:30 a.m. Sunday; closes 7 p.m. daily and 6 p.m. Sunday).  Cost:  Adults $15 weekends and $12 
weekdays.  $10 for groups of 10 or more.  $8 Seniors and students.  Children 7 and under are free.  Tickets are 
available online: www.DeadSeaScrollsToAmerica.com.  For group reservations or general information, call 
866-785-7261.  (This information is taken from the brochure.  Check the bulletin board for directions).   
 
Continuing to Pray for…  
*Terri Schmittler   *Jane Briar      *Mark & Mary Werking      *Bob & Harriet Burroughs 
Wilda Helms    Fred Dilling    Cliff & Mary Jane Renaker    Bob Klein        Jeremy DeVinney
   
Pennies From Heaven 
We have collected $120.00 so far from saving our pennies. Each of us has been challenged to 
save two pennies per day for a year.  The money will be collected periodically to see how we 
are doing.  The money will go to outreach.  Keep saving those pennies. Oct will be the next 
collection time 
 
Trustee’s Office 
The Jefferson Township Trustee’s Office has asked the community churches to adopt a family  for school 
supplies and an outfit.  Nettle Creek CoB will be helping two children.  For further information contact Dee 
Reneau. 
Who is My Neighbor? 
Who is my neighbor?  The neighbor was the Samaritan who approached the wounded man and made him his 
neighbor.  The neighbor…is not he whom I find in my path, but rather he in whose path I place myself, he 
whom I approach and actively seek.     - Gustavo Gutiérrez 
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Dean’s List – Cornell College  
Elizabeth Bach, daughter of Jeff and Ann Bach, was on the spring-semester dean's list 
with honors at Cornell College, Mount Vernon, Iowa. To qualify for the honors list, 
students must earn a grade point average of 3.6-3.79 on a 4-point scale. Way to go 
Elizabeth! 
 
 

Congratulations!  
Congratulations go to Brian Wieseke upon awards earned at the Ionia County Fair in Michigan.   Brian 
recently showed lambs and a steer at the fair.  His accomplishments were: 

�x First place with a wether market lamb.   
�x Reserve Champion with his steer 
�x Second place with a ewe lamb 
�x Fourth place with another wether market lamb 

�x Fourth place in Showmanship with a lamb 
It was an honor for Brian to earn Showmanship no longer than he has shown lambs.  Excellent job, Brian! 
 
Sympathies 
We extend our sympathies to Mark and Mary Werking upon the death their daughter Shirley Root.  Also we 
extend condolences to brother Roger and his wife Mickie Werking and to husband John Root and children. Our 
prayers are with you in your time of grieving.   

 
Our Givings for June & July 

Four weeks in June: 
Amount needed Monthly..............………………..$1,420.29 

Average Weekly Offering.............$1,085.16 
June 6........................................... .    966.75 
June 13..........................................     959.00 
June 20.........................................   1,138.80 
June 27.........................................   1,276.10 
Food Pantry..................................       62.01 
Use of the Church..............................100.00 
Diaper Drive .................................    $10.00 

Average Attendance ..............          47 
 

Four weeks in July:  
Average Weekly Offering………$1,111.87 
July 4............................................  2,364.98 
July 11..........................................     570.30 
July 18..........................................     646.00 
July 25..........................................     973.00 
Brethren Caregivers......................    100.00 
Average attendance..............................46 

Stewardship Thoughts 
Stewardship is not leaving a tip on God’s tablecloth; it is the confession of an unpayable debt at God’s Calvary.   

- Paul S. Rees 
To think that payment of our tithe discharges our financial obligation to God is a gross deception.  Man’s 
responsibility in regard to money involves far more than ten per cent.  It encompasses the whole of his money.  
It is as though we have been given an expense account by the Lord.  We must be able to justify the items we 
charge against it.        - J. Oswald Sanders 
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August Birthdays   
6 Ronnie Hoover, Kathy Denney 
7 Meredith Arn  
8 Micheal Reneau 
9 Leland Nicholson, Nathan Maddock, Curtis Andrew  
11        Ruby McCormack, Lucas Artman  
13        Libby  Andrew  
15 Rebecca Bach 
16 Lufreda Bowman 
17 Dale Oakes 
20 Rachel Reneau 
22 Dana Flanagan 
23 Allan Bullock  
25 Madison Stout 
26 Samantha Hilbert  
28 Estella Hilbert, Angela Beaty 
29 Jon Sout 
30 Dennis Nicholson, Blanch Petty 
 
District Conference September 10-11 
South/Central Indiana Church of the Brethren District Conference will be held at the Mexico Church of the 
Brethren.  The theme is “...love one another”  John 13:34-35.  Registration begins Friday at 6:00 p.m.  Worship 
in Song, 6:45 p.m., worship, 7:00 p.m. and Business, 8:30 p.m.  Reservations forms for lodging and meals is on 
the church bulletin board.    
 
Church Women United Scholarships 
Hagerstown Church Women United designated $15,000 from proceeds from their Thrift Shop for scholarships 
to technical or vocational two year programs.  Our own Todd Stout has benefited from a scholarship and has 
received a renewal. The Thrift Shop is located at 449 E. Main St., lower level of the Hollenberg Professional 
Building.  It is the faithful volunteers and the Thrift Shop managers that make these scholarships possible each 
year. More volunteers are needed and even an hour would be appreciated.  Call 765-489-4372 for more 
information on giving donations and/or volunteering.  
 
Camp Mack News 
This year’s Alexander Mack Festival is Saturday, 
October 2, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Enjoy festival 
food, fun and entertainment for the entire family.  This 
year we will have two auctions.  An estate auction will 
be held at 8:30 a.m. the traditional auction of quilts, 
antiques, old books, art and baskets full of goodies will 
begin at 2:00 p.m.  Please call Mike or Lana Kauffman by August 15 to let them know what you have to add to 
the sale bill.  Plan to bring sale items on festival day.   
 
2004 ANNUAL CONFERENCE ELECTIONS:  
Moderator -elect: Ronald D. Beachley 
Annual Conference Council: Joan Lawrence Daggett 
Program and Arrangements Committee: Joanna Wave Willoughby 
Committee on Interchurch  Relations: James O. Eikenberry 
Pastoral Compensation and Benefits Advisory  Committee: Herman Kauffman 
Association of Brethren  Caregivers board: Diane Harden (delegates also affirmed appointed members Eddie 
H. Edmonds, John Katonah, and John Wenger) 
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Bethany Theological Seminary board: David B. Eller (delegates also affirmed appointed members Jerry A. 
Davis and John D. Miller Jr., and Charles Boyer, elected by the alumni) 
Brethren Benefit Trust  board: John A. Braun 
General Board, At -Large: Michael Benner (delegates also affirmed district 
appointees Ken Wenger, Mid-Atlantic District; Dale Minnich, Western Plains 
District; and Susan Kinsel Fitze, Southern Ohio District). The General Board 
selected Donna Shumate as chair, Glenn Mitchell as vice chair, and David 
Sollenberger, Doug Price, JD Glick, and Jeff Neuman-Lee as executive committee 
members. 
On Earth Peace board:  Robbie Miller (delegates also affirmed appointed members 
David Jehnsen and Bev Weaver) 
ELECTIONS  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
* Functions and Qualifications of Local Church Moderator:  Adopted. 
* Denominational Name: Adopted. 
* Congregational Disagreements with  Annual Conference Decisions: Adopted with an amendment to delete 
a suggestion that in extreme cases of disagreement district conferences not seat congregations. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
* Query: Doing Church  Business: Accepted. A five-member study committee will report in 2005. 
* Query: Becoming a Multi -Ethnic Church and Query: The Need for  Cross Cultural Ministries:  
Appointed a seven-member ethnically diverse study committee--including an ex-officio representative of the 
American Baptist Churches--and incorporated Standing Committee recommendations that cross-cultural 
ministry become an increased priority in the denomination and that a progress report be made each year for five 
years, with reassessment in 2010 by the Annual Conference. 
* Resolution on Iraq:  Adopted. 
OTHER NOTES: 
* Delegates approved a 3.1-percent pastoral scale increase. 
          
CHARLESTON BITS  
SITE: Charleston (W.Va.) Civic Center and Coliseum 
REGISTRATION: This year's attendance of 4,038 was up from the 2003 total of 2,844 in Boise and included 
920 delegates and Standing Committee members. In Baltimore in 2001 registration reached 5,029. 
FUTURE SITES: San Diego, Calif., will be the 2009 site. Next year's Conference will be July 2-6 in Peoria, IL 
NEW FELLOWSHIPS : Koinonia Fellowship, Charlottesville, Va., and Sunrise Church, Harrisonburg, Va. 
AWARDS: The Association of Brethren Caregivers presented its first "Open Roof" award to Lansing (Mich.) 
Church of the Brethren. 
GIFTS OF THE HEART : Conference-goers brought 2,500 Gift of the Heart kits and Clinic Boxes in a 
collection sponsored by the General Board's Emergency Response program. Brethren donated 164 pints of 
blood. 
BBT FITNESS CHALLENGE:  First-place finishers in the annual Brethren Benefit Trust 5K Fitness 
Challenge were Courtland Howard (17:40) and Deb Morris Crouse (21:30). First place walkers were Bev 
Anspaugh (33:23) and Don Shankster (34:01). 
QUILT AUCTION: Three quilts and three wall hangings were sold during the 30th annual Quilt 
Auction sponsored by the Association for the Arts in the Church of the Brethren. The auction raised $20,400. 
ECUMENICAL CITATION: Kira Marriner of the Live Oak (Calif.) Church of the Brethren received a 
citation from the Committee on Interchurch Relations. 
 

- Taken from Annual Conference Wrap-up 
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