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August Continuing the Work of Jesus.
2005 Peacefully. Simply. Together.
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Carol's Comments “How Many Brethren Doeslt Take”
Read: Matthew 25: 14-30 “His masterreplied, ‘Well done,goodand faithful servant! You havebeen
faithful with a fewthings; | will put you in charge of many things. Comeand shareyour master'shappiness!
V. 23

Onenight at Annual ConferenceBob, Leland, Beverly, and| decidedwe would havepizzain our room.
Therewasa placeacrossirom our hotel, sowe thoughtwe would orderandhaveit delivered. We hada
problemwith our phone. The plug goinginto the back of the phonewaslooseandwould not stayconnected.
In orderto makethe call one personwould haveto hold the plug in the socketwhile the other persondialed.
So, Lelandvolunteeredto be the plug holderwhile Bob madethe call. We found out thattherewasa $10.00
chargeto hawe it deliveredacrossthe street. Needlesgo say,Bob andLelandwent overto pick it up.

We jokingly said,“How many

Brethrendoesit taketo makea call?”
Indeed,how manyBrethrendoesit taketo
makeacall? A call to discipleship? A call
to aministry? A call to serveon aboardor
committee? How many Brethrendoesit
take? It takesall of us. It takesevery
committed Christianto invite othersinto the
kingdom of God—to makedisciples. It
takesall of usto bealertto the God-given
abilitieswe noticein others...thosespecial
gifts...thosespiritual gifts. Whetherwe are
servingatthelocal level, the district level
or the denominationalevel, it takesall of
usbeingattentiveto God andothers.

It is not aneasytaskto serveon a
nominaion committeeor a gifts anddiscernmentcommittee. Many peopleareaskedto servein a position, and
manypeoplesay,“No,” for whateverreason. Are we missingsomethingin our calling out of people? Are we
who arebeingcalledto servetaking the time to discernif this is God'’s call to us? Are we goingto prayerwith
thecall? | think in today’s society,we face many otherthings clamoring for our attentionandour abilities. So
whenit comesdownto the church’scall or God’s call, it's easierto say,“No.” Whatif Christsaidnoto healing
others,to beingcompassionatep listening, to loving, to forgiving, to servingwhenthe call came?

The parableof the talentsdescribeghe personwho diligently preparedor Christ’s returnby investing
his or hertime andtalentto serveGod. That personwill berewarded. The personwho hasno desireor work
for thekingdomwill be punished. God rewardsthe faithful.
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