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December Continuing the Work of Jesus.
2004 Peacefully. Simply. Together.

Carol's Comments “Light Procrastination”

As wework togetherwith him, we urge you also not to acceptthe grace of Godin vain. For he says,“at an
acceptabletime | havelistenedto you, and on a day of salvation| havehelpedyou.” See,nowis the
acceptabletime; see,now is the day of salvation! Il Corinthians 6:1-2 NRSV

Lastyearduring the Christmasseason] boughta sevenfoot pencil tree. I've alwayswanteda skinny
treethatdidn’t takeup alot of room—onewhich could beleft up all yearanddecoratedwith the changing
season.| alreadyhada hugefull -branchedree decoratedbut intendedto put up the pencil treeandthentake
downthelargertreewhenChristmaswasover. It wasagoodplan. But...I never
managedo getthe pencil treeassemblear the lights strungon it. It satin the box
all year. Perhapst wasthose700 mini lights that neededo be strungandthetime it
would taketo string them. Or perhapst wasthe fact that| wasbusyplanningfor
Christmasservices. Whatevermy excusesijt remainedin the box.

Throughoutthe year,Bob would remind me aboutthe pencil treein the box
in the basement.| alwaysresponded;I’ll getto it, whenl havetime.” | neverdid.
| neverfoundthetime. | would forgetaboutit.

Hereit is...anotherChristmasseason.Being remindedagainof my tree, |
silently cringedenvisioningthe time it would taketo string those700lights. At
Thanksgivingmy daughterin-law, Gloria, askedme aboutthe pencil treeand
volunteeredto takethetaskin hand. Yipee! | jumpedatthe offer. Fortunatelyfor
me, shelikes stringing lights. The treeis now strunganddecorated!Yahoo!

Did you everput anythingoff? Maybeit wasto sendanoteor to visit
someore. Maybeit wasto startreading the Bible or readng it more Maybeit was
to form a prayergroupandbe moreintentional aboutprayer. Maybeit wasto starta
smallinterestgroup. Whatareyour hindrance® No time? Too muchwork to do? Too manyother
commitments? Too much effort seemgequired? Shy? Whateveryour hindrance.. whateveryour excuse the
time is at hand.

EachyearasAdventrolls around,we haveanotheropportunityto receivethe Christ. We haveanother
chanceto ponderthe wonderof God’s life in us. We haveanotheropportunityto marvelata God who loved us
somuchthat he camedown in humanform to showushow muchhereally lovesus. The scripturetells us,
“Now is the acceptabldime; see,now is the day of salvation!”

| procrastinatedputting the lights on my pencil tree. For many of usthat may be symbolic of whether
we are*letting our lights shine” for God or havethem somewherean the basemenbdf our souls.“Now is the day
of salvation!” Now is the time to turn on the light of Christto let him sparklemore brilliantly in and throughus.
I now have700lights brightly shiningon my penciltree | hopethatmy life shinesjust asbrightly for Christ.

In intendfor it to. Whataboutyou? Don’t wait anotheryearto let the “light of Christ” light up your life more
fully. Don't hide the “light of Christmas”in the basementike | hadmy unstrungpencil tree. As you singthe




ChristmasCarols,as you view the many sparklinganddazzlingChristmaslights anddisplays,receivearew
God’s gift to eachof us—JesusChrist.

May the Christ of Christmasshinein your life,
PastorCarol M. Pfeiffer

Hometown Christmas Booths for December4

Be sureto attendHometownChristmas, Saturday, December4, 2004in Hagerstown.
Nettle CreekCoB is participating by havingtwo food booths. Onefood boothwill bein the
old BeachlerBuilding, andthe otherwill bein the Don McCullough Building. We especially
would like to havepies (30 or more), but you may donateotherfood itemsalso. Juli

Proctor is coordinatingthis effort, soyou may direct questiongo her. Hometown
Christmas is all day. We will needpersongo work at both booths. ContactJuli Proctoras to how many pies
or otheritemsyou will be providing. Profitswill go towardthe churchbudget

All Junior_and Senior High Youth —Let's Get Together—a Gathering

Therewill befellowship andsharingof ideasDecember5 at 2:00 p.m. —4:00 p.m. at the Marion Church of
the Brethren. All JuniorandSeniorHigh areinvited to help build our SouthCentralIndianaDistrict Youth.
ContactMike or Kelly Mullen with any questionsat email mujllenmkns@insightbb.conor phone765-998
2810.

Community Advent Service, December5

The Nettle CreekMinisterial Association’sCommunity Advent senice will be held atthe Congregational
Christian UCC Church at 6:00 p.m. on December5. Comejoin in this community serviceof celebratingthe
Advent season.

Lincoln High SchoolHoliday Concert
Our own Beth Bowman will directthe Lincoln High SchoolChar, Sunday,
December12 at 2:00 p.m. All arewelcometo attendandenjoy the holiday music.

Cantata at Congregational Christian UCC Church
Sunday, December12 at 7:00 p.m. therewill bea cantataat the Congregational
ChristianUCC Church. This is anottrer opportunity to enjoy Christmasmusic.

Christmas Eve Service
This year'sChristmas Eve Servicewill be at 7:00 p.m. Comesharein the singing of Carols,the Christmas
story andinspiring music. We will againhaveallive representatiorof the Holy Family.

Christmas Day Dinner_at Masonic Lodge
Therewill bea Christmas Dinner servedat the Masonic Lodge in Hagerstown on
Christmas Day for anyoneregardlessof income. If you haveno placeto go for Christmas
considerattendingthe dinner. It is sponsoed by the Nettle CreekMinisterial Association.
Dinnerwill beginat12:30p.m. In preparationtherewill be aneedfor cooks,setup help,
decorating,andcleanup. If youwould like to help, contact the Township Trustee’s office
at 765-489-4824who is coordinatingthe dinner. If you planto attendthe dinner,reservations are required .
Call to reserveat the samenumber.

Christmas Opportunity from the Jefferson Township Trustee Office
F? j’ The Trustee’sOffice hasfamili esthat needassistancdor Christmas. The ages

S )\ \ rangefrom very youngto 80 years. The Trustee’soffice canput youin contact >
et FEP with the families. Therearecurrently 37 families and12 elderly that need =g
g ; Q assistance Call JoeSmith at 765-489-4824to getnamesandto be ableto

\
=




contactthe families. Ask the families whatthe mosturgentneedsare,andthenuseyour discretionasto how
much you areableto assist.

Angel Tree
Checkout the Angel Treeat churchin the EastS.S.classroom. We areagainbuying gifts for children whose

parent is in prison. Help to brightena child’s Christmasby choosingan Angel from the tree. For more
information seeDee Reneau.

Needa Gift and Don’t Know What to Get?
If youdon’t know whatto getsomeondor Christmas give a gift that keepson giving.
Heifer Project International is away to dothat. Insteadof material gifts, choosegifts from
the catalogto honoryour friends, family or businessassociates—gifts that help struggling
families lift themselvesu t of poverty. You cangive aflock of chicks($20), flock of ducksor
geesg$30), Honeybeeg$30), shareof Rabbits($10) or atrio of Rabbits($60), shareof
seedlingg$10), Tree Seedling($60), Shareof a pig ($10), Pig ($120), Shareof a Sheep($10),
Shareof a Goat($10), Goat($120), Shareof a Llama ($20), Llama ($150), Shareof a Water
Buffalo ($25), Buffalo ($250), Shareof a Heifer ($50), Heifer ($500). The Gift Ark ($5000). You can call 1-
800-698-2511. It is available24 hoursaday, 7 daysa week. Credit cardordersonly. You canalsoorder
online at www.heifer.orgor seethe ordersheetin the pastor’soffice.
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lipSGod CameNear, p. 22
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Licensing of William House
Bill Housewaslicensedto the ministry by Nettle CreekChurchof the Brethrenon Novemberl14, 2004 during
the morningworship service. Allen Kahler, our District Minister brough the morning messageswell as
officiating at the licensingservice. The churchgaveBill a minister’'s manualof the Churchof the Brethren,For
All WhoMinister. Bill isin currentlyin searchfor a congregation.

Church of the Brethren to Provide Christmas Eve Service on Christmas Eve on CBS

Televisionnetwork CBSinvited the Churchof the Brethrento provideits nationally telecastChristmasEve
service.A different denominationis invited eachyear. The programwill air 11:35p.m.-12:35a.m. Eastern
Standard Time during the slot normally occupiedby the David Lettermanshow. The servicewastapedNov.
23 at BethanyTheological Seminaryin Richmond,Ind., andwasproducedby the
GeneralBoard. Thosewho plannedthe servicewere Chris Bowman, pastorof
Oakton(Va.) Churchof the Brethren,who will deliver the messagemusic
coordinatorShawnKirchner, minister of musicat La Verne Churchof the
Brethrenanda professionaimusicianwith the Los AngelesMasterChorale;
worship consultantDawn Ottoni Wilh elm, assistanprofessorof Ministry Studies
at Bethany;consultantsStanNoffsinger and Del Keeney,executivedirector of the
board’sCongregationaLife Ministries; andexecutiveproducerWendy
McFadden publisherof BrethrenPress.The Proctor family which included Tim and Juli Proctor, Kylie,
Drew, and Katie Cooper from Nettle Creek along with Pastor Carol had the opportunity to bein the
congregation for the taping. Be sureto watchthis inspiring service.

Brethren PressTaking Orders for Christmas Eve Service ltems

BrethrenPresss taking ordersfor two resourceselatedto the Churchof the Brethren
ChristmasEve worship serviceon CBS: a four-color cardto be usedasanevangelism
tool, bulletin insert, or invitation to be mailed out by congregatons;anda DVD/video



of the serviceincluding a "behind-the-scenes'documentaryby BrethrenvideographeiDavid Sollenberger.A
sampleof the 5” by 8” inch cardwill be mailedto eachcongregatiorthe first week of December Quantitiesof
the cardcanbe orderedfor only the price of shippingandhandling,andwill be shippedasof the beginningof
December.The DVD (item #1122)costs$14.95andthe video (item #1123)costs$19.95plus shippingand
handlingorderswill be shippedbeginningDec.27. Call BrethrenPressat 800-441-3712.

Continuing to Pray for...

*Betty Proctor *Farrell Jean Lightner Harriet Burroughs RaymondHoover  Bob Klein
JaneBriar Terri Schmittler JeremyDeVinney Cliff & Mary JaneRenaker
Home: Mary Werking CareCenter: LuFredaBowman

New Book in the Library

The newbookin the churchlibrary, Under His Wingsand Other Placesof Refuge wasgivento thelibrary in
loving memory of Estella Hilbert . It waswritten by PatsyClairmont, a humarist writer. Sheis alsoauthorof
God UsesCrackedPots. Checkit out andthink of Estellaandher senseof humor.

Small Group Workshop
Dr. Gary Newton cameNovemberl9 and20 andled usin aworkshopaboutsmall groups.
The premiseof small groupsis to startinterestgroups—groupsgatheringtogetherarounda
commoninterest. This is away of outreachthatwe are considering. Thoseat the workshop
wereencouragedandgiventhetools for usto beginthis way of outreach. Watchfor interest
groupsto pop up andconsiderif thereis anareaof interestthat you would like to seeor lead.

DecemberBirthdays
2 DianeRobinson
3 Andrew Pfeiffer
4 HeatherOwens,Julie Wieseke
10 Bill Stout
11 Darrel Briar
14 Gary Stou
19 Beverly Andrew
20 Barry Nicholson,KaleenaBriar
21 DonnakKing
22 BetsyLongnecker,Daniel Potter
25 Becky Flory
26 GregStout
27 JamesPetty
30 JoelStout, Nathaniel Arn, Ashley Beaty

Giving For November
AverageOffering neededmonthly to meetbudget....... $1,420.29

Average Offering for November.......................... $1,173.76
e et an $2,104.65
LA s 1,017.08
2L et 864.00
2 et s 709.30
HarvestDinner Proceeds..........cccevvveeieeiiiiciiiiiiee i 420.00
SpecialOffering (HagerstownFoodPantry)...................... 76.50
SpecialOffering (Small GroupWorkshop).................. 75.00
UNICEF ..o 56.67
Average Attendance for November.................... 55



Catherine Stout to Mexico

CatherineStoutis hopingto go to JuarezMexico againthis yearwith the Christian StudentFoundationat Ball
StateUniversity. Lastyeartheybuild a housefor afamily of eight. The primary goal of the

teamis to constructa homefor a Mexicanfamily. The datesfor thetrip areMarch 5-12, 2005.
Catherinehasto raiseher own supportto covertraveling andbuilding materialsupplies. The

costshehasto raiseis $775. If youwould like to help Catherine,checksmay be madepayable

to Christian StudentFoundationandsentto CatherineStout1411W RiversideAve., Muncie,

IN 47303. Catherineneedsthe moneyby February9, 2005in orderto participate. If you havequestions
contacther at cnstout@Isu.edu

Camp Mack News

Crosswalk, formerly Young Adults’ Retreat, for single and married young adults is January 7-9, 2005
beginningat 6:30 p.m. Friday andconcludingat 11:00a.m.following Sunday’sworship. Planto bring money
for apizzapart, your DVD or VHS movies,boardgamessnacksto shareandyour friends. The costfor this
two night/four mealretreatis just $75. Planto enjoy the fellowship, devotions,music andworship with
Christiansof similar age. Call campMack to pre-register. 574-658-4831

Have you madereservations for the annual dinner? CampMack invites you to the annualdinner on Friday
evening,January 21 for hors d'oeuvres at 6:15 p.m. and the banquet beginning at 7:00 p.m. This is oneof
the 2005 eventsthatwill bea part of CampMack’s 80" Anniversarycelebration! Pleasesendnamesand$30
per couple/$15persingleto the CampMack office by Januaryl4. Tableswith preferentialseatingare available
for six personsat $300,for sevenat $350andfor eightat $400. Allen Kahler, the new Executiveof the
South/CentrallindianaDistrict is the featuredspeaker. Specialmusicwill be provided.

A Quiet Place Quote: At last | understoodthat if Jesusneededorty daysin thewilderness,| verylikely could
usethreeor four. — DallasWillard
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