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Carol's Comments “Are You Ready For SomeChristmas?”

®Whenthe angelshad left themand goneinto heaventhe shepherdsaid to oneanother,“Let usgo
nowto Bethlehemand seethis thing that hastakenplace, which the Lord hasmadeknownto us.”
*Sotheywentwith hasteand found Mary and Joseph,andthe child lying in the manger."Whenthey sawthis,
theymadeknownwhat had beentold themaboutthis child; **and all who heardit wereamazedat whatthe
shepherddold them.**But Mary treasuredall thesewordsand ponderedthemin her heart (Luke 2: 15-19
NRSV)

Whenthe announer shouts,”Are you readyfor somefootball?” a crowd’s thunderouscheergoesup
throughthe stadium. The anticipationandthrill of the gamerunsthroughthe fans’ veins. Whensomeoneasks,
“Are you readyfor someChristmas?”shoutsof “yes” areheardthroughouttheland. Well, atleastmostof us
would say,“Yes.” Thereis the excitementandwondermentof the season.Therearegifts to be boughtand
decoratingto bedone. Therearepartiesandgatheringswith friendsandfamilies. It is amostgeneaoustime of
theyear. But, whatif the questionis phrased,’Are you readyfor someJesus?”Whatkind of resporsedo you
think you would get?Would you getstaresfrom people? Would they think you werea bit of a
religious fanatic? Would therebe athunderouscheergo up or shoutsof “yes?” Probablynot.

Interestingisn’t it thatwe cangetall crankedup for football andevenChristmas,but
whenwe mentionJesuswe’re not so quick to getcrankedup. Yet it is Jesughat
Christmasis about Christmaswe canbe excitedabout,but Jesuswvell...we don’t wantto
betoo religious. Humannatureis a funny thing.

The Israeliteswaited a long time for the Messiah. Theyjust didn’t recognizehim
in Jesus.He wasjust too commonbeingborn of commonfolksin ahumblestableout
behindthe inn with the animals. They expecteda different kind of Messialk—a king, someonewith political
power. Someonevho would getthemout of ajam. Someonevho would attracta football crowd or a seasonal
secularbunchwho wantedto feel warm andfuzzy.

With our pluralistic society,religion hasmanyotheroptionsto offer. And soit seemghatJesudsn’t
guite asimportantto manyfolks. He getsrelegatedo the position of just anotherreligiousleader. You've
head the phrase,'Put Christ backinto Christmas.” With somuchcommercializationof the seasonye who are
Christiandefinitely would like to seethat. To do thatwe needto rememberthat Christmasis aboutGod coming
into our midst. He camein theform of ababyto experiencdife asa human—to identify with us. Jesusvas
bornto showuswhat Godis like. God gaveusthe bestgift of all in Jesus.He gavethe gift of himself.

Certainly therewere no roaring crowdsat the birth of our Savior, but there werethe heavenlyangels
singing. (I think I'd ratherhavesingingthanaroaringcrowd. Therewereno Christmasshoppersstoppingby
the manger,but therewere shepherdswho gazedin aweat the birth of the Savior. The shepherdsvereready
for someJesusTherewasthethrill of beingthefirst visitors to celebratethe coming of the Messiah. They
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