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       December  Continuing the Work of Jesus. 
        2005   Peacefully.  Simply.  Together. 

 
Carol’s Comments   “Are You Ready For Some Christmas?” 
 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go 
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.”  
16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, 
they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the 
shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. (Luke 2: 15-19 
NRSV) 

When the announcer shouts, “Are you ready for some football?” a crowd’s thunderous cheer goes up 
through the stadium.  The anticipation and thrill of the game runs through the fans’ veins.  When someone asks, 
“Are you ready for some Christmas?” shouts of “yes” are heard throughout the land.  Well, at least most of us 
would say, “Yes.”  There is the excitement and wonderment of the season.  There are gifts to be bought and 
decorating to be done.  There are parties and gatherings with friends and families.  It is a most generous time of 
the year.  But, what if the question is phrased, “Are you ready for some Jesus?”  What kind of response do you 
think you would get? Would you get stares from people?  Would they think you were a bit of a 
religious fanatic?  Would there be a thunderous cheer go up or shouts of “yes?”  Probably not.   

Interesting isn’t it that we can get all cranked up for football and even Christmas, but 
when we mention Jesus, we’re not so quick to get cranked up.  Yet it is Jesus that 
Christmas is about.  Christmas we can be excited about, but Jesus, well…we don’t want to 
be too religious.  Human nature is a funny thing.  

The Israelites waited a long time for the Messiah.  They just didn’t recognize him 
in Jesus.  He was just too common being born of common folks in a humble stable out 
behind the inn with the animals.  They expected a different kind of Messiah—a king, someone with political 
power.  Someone who would get them out of a jam.  Someone who would attract a football crowd or a seasonal 
secular bunch who wanted to feel warm and fuzzy.    

With our pluralistic society, religion has many other options to offer.  And so it seems that Jesus isn’t 
quite as important to many folks.  He gets relegated to the position of just another religious leader.  You’ve 
heard the phrase, “Put Christ back into Christmas.”  With so much commercialization of the season, we who are 
Christian definitely would like to see that.  To do that we need to remember that Christmas is about God coming 
into our midst.  He came in the form of a baby to experience life as a human—to identify with us.  Jesus was 
born to show us what God is like.  God gave us the best gift of all in Jesus.  He gave the gift of himself.   

Certainly there were no roaring crowds at the birth of our Savior, but there were the heavenly angels 
singing.  (I think I’d rather have singing than a roaring crowd.)  There were no Christmas shoppers stopping by 
the manger, but there were shepherds, who gazed in awe at the birth of the Savior.  The shepherds were ready 
for some Jesus. There was the thrill of being the first visitors to celebrate the coming of the Messiah.  They 
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weren’t learned men, but they were willing to learn and to experience God. There was excitement and wonder.  
There was joy and hope and peace.  They didn’t keep this good news to themselves. They were willing to go 
and share the news about Jesus’.   

The Advent season is upon us.  It comes every year.  It’s a reminder that Jesus always comes.  God is 
always with us.  Christmas is about Jesus…about God caring so much and loving us so much that he gave us his 
son.  The question is: Are you READY for some Jesus?  Are you ready to receive him into your life?  Are you 
ready to be cranked up about serving the One who gave so much for us?  This Christmas season, let’s put Christ 
back into Christmas by opening ourselves up to the transformative power of God’s love.  We might just 
discover that focusing on Jesus and his love will fire us up with God’s compassionate love for others.  So, are 
you ready for some Jesus? 

In Christ, for Christ, 
Pastor Carol Pfeiffer 

 
Christmas Party  
The Faith Seekers and the Seekers Sunday School Classes will have a combined 
Christmas party at Tim and Juli Proctor’s on Sunday, December 11 at 6:00 p.m.  Bring a 
Christmas ornament for a gift exchange and finger foods.   
 
 
Nettle Creek Church of the Brethren  is sponsoring at least one family as well as doing the Angel Tree. 
Names are now on the Christmas tree for you to pick for Angel Tree.  If a S.S. class or other group within our 
church would like to sponsor a family for Neighbors Helping Neighbors, our other Christmas project, contact 
the Jefferson Township Trustees Office: 765-489-4824 or email Joe Smith at 
jeffersontwpwayne@insightbb.com.  The Township Trustee’s Office will be the central drop off place and 
provide the list of families needing assistance with sizes for clothing and other items requested.  Deadline for 
the gifts is the first week of Dec.4-9th.  There will be a call go out for volunteers to wrap gifts at the 
Trustee’s office when the time draws closer.  Some items on the list may be covered by Nettle Creek School 
classes, so check with the Trustee’s office to see if the items on the list are covered. 
 
Christmas Gift Suggestions 
Still need suggestions for Christmas gifts?  Check out the catalogue at church for Heifer Project International.  
You can use the catalog to make a regular charitable gift or order online: www.catalog.heifer.org 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week.  Also, check out www.BrethrenPress.com for books, clothing, or logo items from the 
Church of the Brethren.  There is a gift catalogue on the church bulletin board.  
 
Reminder About Community Advent Service 
The Nettle Creek Ministerial Association will not be providing a community Advent service this year due to all 
the activities at Hometown Christmas and closeness to the Thanksgiving Community service.   
 
Christmas Shop 
See Carol Bullock or Donna King if you can help in the Thrift Shop or the Christmas Shop during 
December.  Also, visit both shops as you do your Christmas shopping.  You’ll find some good 
bargains.  Hours are noon-4:00 p.m, Tues.-Sat. 
 
Hagerstown Faith Housing Inc. Seeks Persons for Waiting List  

Hagerstown Faith Housing Inc. provides 1 and 2 Bedroom Apartments in Hagerstown.  The 
apartments are for persons 62 years of age and over or disabled/handicapped persons of any age.  
If you or someone you know may be interested in living in a well-maintained apartment 
community, please contact our community manager Floyd Sanders at 765-489-4898 for more 
information, and an application.  You need not live in Hagerstown to apply. 
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Advent Devotionals 
There are still some Advent devotionals available at the back of the sanctuary.  Donations of $2 are being 
accepted to cover the cost of the booklets.  Please mark your donation and place it in the offering plate. 
 
December 18 Worship  
During the worship service the Children  and Junior Highs will participate in the story time.   
 
Christmas Eve 
Christmas Eve is a time to gather with family and friends.  Come join us for the Christmas Eve and 
Candlelight service which will be at 7:00 p.m. We will have a still -life scene of the Holy Family.   
 
Christmas Day 
There will be no Sunday School on Christmas Day.  Come to worship at 10:00 a.m. to celebrate 
the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 
A Big Thank You 
A big thank you goes to Jodi Johnson who has been our financial secretary for a number of 
years.  We appreciate all the bookkeeping and financial reports that she has done.  It’s a big 
job and she has served us well.  Jodi will be directing her energies in other areas.   
 
Change in Financial Secretary 
Barbara Beard will take over as Financial Secretary in December.  Bills and questions should 
be submitted to her.  Jodi will be helping her in the transition. 
 
Continuing to Pray for…  
*Margaret Briar  *Barbara Foulke *Eloise Beeson *Gratia Waskom 
Glenn Bach  Bob Klein  Gary Stout  Don Seibert 
Sheila Weaver  Carl Lang  Roger Werking Bill Hall  
Home: Mary Werking, Harriet Burroughs, Ruth Crull, Viola Nicholson, Bernetha Davis 
Care Center:  LuFreda Bowman 
 
Christmas Offering  
Our special offering for Christmas will be taken December 11.  Please pray about your giving to the broader 
church.  Envelopes are provided for this offering.   
 
Giving For November 
Average Weekly Offering needed to meet budget……. $1,465.29 
Average Offering for November ……………………….$ 1,234.40 
6..........…………………………………………… …… …. 1,269.65 
13……………………………………………………… ……  911.20    
20…………………………………………………………… . 980.75    Advent Books  $31 
20……………………………………………………………. 980.75    Harvest Dinner  $365   
27……………………………………………………………1,875.91    Food Pantry  $76 
Average Attendance for November…………………43 
 
Worship Leaders and Children’s Story for December 
         4  Lucille Dilling   

11  Leland Nicholson Beverly – children’s story   *If you cannot worship lead, please find  
       18  Sally Schmittler                 someone to take your place that Sunday. 

 24 Special program 25 Pastor Carol            Chorister for December – Sally Schmittler  
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A Fibromyalgia Support Group  to Meet At Nettle Creek Church of the Brethren  
The support group is being formed by Esther Mobley who lives in Hagerstown.  She helped start one in 
Richmond, and it is very successful.  The group will meet monthly at 1:00 p.m. here at Nettle Creek.  If this is a 
concern of yours, plan to join the group 
 
January 1 - Lighten Up Brethren! – South Central Indiana District Challenge 
Lighten Up, Brethren! is a program of the Wellness Ministry of the Association of Brethren Caregivers in 

collaboration with Brethren Benefit Trust and the Church of the Brethren General Board. 
The Wellness Ministry professes that every person is a treasure, every life a sacred gift, every 
human being a unity of body, mind and spirit. . Annual Conference 2006 is being held in Des 
Moines, Iowa. So the challenge is, how many times your congregation can go to conference 
and back. We are not asking you to literally make the trip, but asking each church to rack up 
miles and minutes in the form of exercise.  It will work like this. If you are a runner keep track 

of your miles. If you are a cyclist (bicycle) keep track of your miles. If you participate in a more stationary form 
of exercise, count your minutes. Barry Nicholson will keep a “running” total for Nettle Creek.  So, give 
Barry your miles and/or minutes that you exercise.  This will start January 1. 
 
All Church Birthday Party  
January 8, after worship there will be an All Church Birthday Party.  There will be soup and 
sandwiches and, of course, birthday cake.  Plan to celebrate everyone’s birthday.  Everyone 
welcome! 
 
Welcome Home Project offers e-mail list. 
On Earth Peace and the Association of Brethren Caregivers are collaborating on the Welcome Home Project: A 
Living Peace Church Response for Returning Military Personnel and Others. For nearly a year, a small 
committee has considered how the Church of the Brethren can respond to soldiers returning home from 
confli ct zones and support their families.  Now an e-mail list has been created for the project. Congregations 
and individuals are invited to join.  The list will provide family members of soldiers the opportunity to support 

one another as they share thoughts and feelings about their situations; and will  provide Brethren 
with the opportunity to share ideas and network about congregational outreach and ministry ideas. 
"As a Living Peace church, our denomination has much to offer people who may be hurting and 
need a safe place to share their 
feelings and receive support," said a release from the two agencies. Subscribe by visiting 

http://listserver.emountain.net/mailman/listinfo/welcomehomeproject. For more information about the project 
visit www.brethren.org/oepa/WelcomeHomeProject.html. Questions may be directed to Matt Guynn of On 
Earth Peace at 765-962-6234. 
 
Mennonite Your Way  
Mennonite Your Way revives an old tradition by organizing a hospitality network 
so travelers can share fellowship and travel more economically.  The Mennonite 
Your Way Directory lists Mennonites, Brethren and other Christians of like spirit 
who offer space to travelers on a donation basis. Orders for the Directory and Host 
listings can now be submitted on line, by mail, phone, or e-mail, but as always, all 
MYW host information is distributed only in the printed directory and updates. No 
host information will be posted online on the Internet. To work Mennonite Your Way needs hosts who share 
hospitality and travelers seeking fellowship, all in a spirit of Christian courtesy. The Directory will be 
available in the Spring of 2006. They are needing host listings by December 15, 2005. You can do this in this 
way.  Visit their new secure web site - www.mennoniteyourway.com and follow the prompts. The host form 
and the order form can be accessed on their home page. These can be completed online and sent to them online 
together with your secure credit card information. Your donation helps to cover printing of Directory 10 and 
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postage is $20.00 for all hosts registering by December 31, 2005, $30.00 for hosts registering after that 
date from Canada, Mexico or the United States and non-hosts using the Directory for their personal 
travel, and $35.00 for hosts from all other countries registering after December 31, 2005 and all non-hosts 
from all other countries. 
 
Small-Membership Church Book 
There are several copies of a book being passed aro und in the congregation If It Could 
Happen Here…by Jeff Patton.  It concerns turning the small-membership church around.  
Three of us went to a workshop at Markle CoB and heard Jeff Patton speak.  We encourage 
you to read this book!  See Jodi Johnson, Beverly Nicholson, or Pastor Carol about the book 
 
Ten Guidelines From God  
Effective Immediately , please be aware that there are changes YOU need to make in YOUR life. These 
changes need to be completed in order that I may fulfill My promises to you to grant you peace, joy and 
happiness in this life. I apologize for any inconvenience, but after all that I am doing, this seems very little to 
ask of you. Please, follow these 10 guidelines. 
1. QUIT WORRYING : 
Life has dealt you a blow and all you do is sit and worry. Have you forgotten that I am here to take all your 
burdens and carry them for you? Or do you just enjoy fretting over every little thing that comes your way. 
 
2. PUT IT ON THE LIST : 
Something needs done or taken care of. Put it on the list. No, not YOUR list. Put it on MY to-do-list Let ME be 
the one to take care of the problem. I can't help you until you turn it over to Me. And although My to-do-list is 
long, I am after all... God. I can take care of anything you put into My hands. In fact, if the truth were ever 
really known, I take care of a lot of things for you that you never even realize.  
 
3. TRUST ME:   
Once you've given your burdens to Me, quit trying to take them back. Trust in Me. Have the faith that I will 
take care of all your needs, your problems and your trials. Problems with the kids? Put them on My list. 
Problem with finances? Put it on My list. Problems with your emotional roller coaster? For My sake, put it on 
My list. I want to help you. All you have to do is ask.  
 
4. LEAVE IT ALONE:   
Don't wake up one morning and say, "Well, I'm feeling much stronger now, I think I can handle it from here." 
Why do you think you are feeling stronger now? It's simple. You gave Me your burdens and I'm taking care of 
them. I also renew your strength and cover you in my peace. Don't you know that if I give you these problems 
back, you will be right back where you started? Leave them with Me and forget about them. Just let Me do my 
job.  
 
 5. TALK TO ME:   
I want you to forget a lot of things. Forget what was making you crazy. Forget the worry and the fretting 
because you know I'm in control. But there's one thing I pray you never forget. Please, don't forget to talk to Me 
- OFTEN! I love YOU!  I want to hear your voice. I want you to include Me in on the things going on in your 
life. I want to hear you talk about your friends and family. Prayer is simply you having a conversation with Me. 
I want to be your dearest friend.  
 
6. HAVE FAITH:  
I see a lot of things from up here that you can't see from where you are. Have faith in Me that I know what I'm 
doing. Trust Me; you wouldn't want the view from My eyes. I will continue to care for you, watch over you, and 
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meet your needs. You only have to trust Me. Although I have a much bigger task than you, it seems as if you 
have so much trouble just doing your simple part. How hard can trust be?  
 
7. SHARE:  
You were taught to share when you were only two years old. When did you forget? That rule still applies. Share 
with those who are less fortunate than you. Share your joy with those who need encouragement. Share your 
laughter with those who haven't heard any in such a long time. Share your tears with those who have forgotten 
how to cry. Share your faith with those who have none.  
 
8. BE PATIENT:  
I managed to fix it so in just one lifetime you could have so many diverse experiences. You grow from a child 
to an adult, have children, change jobs many times, learn many trades, travel to so many places, meet thousands 
of people, and experience so much. How can you be so impatient then when it takes Me a little longer than you 
expect to handle something on My to-do-list? Trust in My timing, for My timing is perfect. Just because I 
created the entire universe in only six days, everyone thinks I should always rush, rush, rush.  
 
9.. BE KIND:  
Be kind to others, for I love them just as much as I love you. They may not dress like you, or talk like you, or 
live the same way you do, but I still love you all. Please try to get along, for My sake. I created each of you 
different in some way. It would be too boring if you were all identical.  
Please, know I love each of your differences. 
   
10. LOVE YOURSELF:  
As much as I love you, how can you not love yourself? You were created by me for one reason only -- to be 
loved, and to love in return. I am a God of Love. Love Me. Love your neighbors. But also love yourself. It 
makes My heart ache when I see you so angry with yourself when things go wrong. You are very precious to 
me. Don't ever forget......         - from the internet 
 
There were only a few shepherds at the first Bethlehem .  The ox and the ass understood more of the first 
Christmas than the high priests in Jerusalem.  And it is the same today.   – Thomas Merton  
 
Santa Claus never died for anybody.   -  Craig Wilson  
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