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Carol's Comments “Are You Ready For SomeChristmas?”

®Whenthe angelshad left themand goneinto heaventhe shepherdsaid to oneanother,“Let usgo
nowto Bethlehemand seethis thing that hastakenplace, which the Lord hasmadeknownto us.”
*Sotheywentwith hasteand found Mary and Joseph,andthe child lying in the manger."Whenthey sawthis,
theymadeknownwhat had beentold themaboutthis child; **and all who heardit wereamazedat whatthe
shepherddold them.**But Mary treasuredall thesewordsand ponderedthemin her heart (Luke 2: 15-19
NRSV)

Whenthe announer shouts,”Are you readyfor somefootball?” a crowd’s thunderouscheergoesup
throughthe stadium. The anticipationandthrill of the gamerunsthroughthe fans’ veins. Whensomeoneasks,
“Are you readyfor someChristmas?”shoutsof “yes” areheardthroughouttheland. Well, atleastmostof us
would say,“Yes.” Thereis the excitementandwondermentof the season.Therearegifts to be boughtand
decoratingto bedone. Therearepartiesandgatheringswith friendsandfamilies. It is amostgeneaoustime of
theyear. But, whatif the questionis phrased,’Are you readyfor someJesus?”Whatkind of resporsedo you
think you would get?Would you getstaresfrom people? Would they think you werea bit of a
religious fanatic? Would therebe athunderouscheergo up or shoutsof “yes?” Probablynot.

Interestingisn’t it thatwe cangetall crankedup for football andevenChristmas,but
whenwe mentionJesuswe’re not so quick to getcrankedup. Yet it is Jesughat
Christmasis about Christmaswe canbe excitedabout,but Jesuswvell...we don’t wantto
betoo religious. Humannatureis a funny thing.

The Israeliteswaited a long time for the Messiah. Theyjust didn’t recognizehim
in Jesus.He wasjust too commonbeingborn of commonfolksin ahumblestableout
behindthe inn with the animals. They expecteda different kind of Messialk—a king, someonewith political
power. Someonevho would getthemout of ajam. Someonevho would attracta football crowd or a seasonal
secularbunchwho wantedto feel warm andfuzzy.

With our pluralistic society,religion hasmanyotheroptionsto offer. And soit seemghatJesudsn’t
guite asimportantto manyfolks. He getsrelegatedo the position of just anotherreligiousleader. You've
head the phrase,'Put Christ backinto Christmas.” With somuchcommercializationof the seasonye who are
Christiandefinitely would like to seethat. To do thatwe needto rememberthat Christmasis aboutGod coming
into our midst. He camein theform of ababyto experiencdife asa human—to identify with us. Jesusvas
bornto showuswhat Godis like. God gaveusthe bestgift of all in Jesus.He gavethe gift of himself.

Certainly therewere no roaring crowdsat the birth of our Savior, but there werethe heavenlyangels
singing. (I think I'd ratherhavesingingthanaroaringcrowd. Therewereno Christmasshoppersstoppingby
the manger,but therewere shepherdswho gazedin aweat the birth of the Savior. The shepherdsvereready
for someJesusTherewasthethrill of beingthefirst visitors to celebratethe coming of the Messiah. They




weren’tlearnedmen, but they werewilling to learnandto experienceGod. Therewasexcitementandwonder.
Therewasjoy andhopeandpeace. Theydidn't keepthis goodnewsto themselvesTheywerewilling to go
andsharethe newsaboutJesus'.

The Advent seasoris uponus. It comeseveryyear. It's areminderthat Jesusalwayscomes. God is
alwayswith us. Christmasis aboutJesus...abouGod caring somuchandloving us somuchthathe gaveus his
son. The questionis: Are you READY for someJesus?Are you readyto receivehim into your life? Are you
readyto be crankedup aboutservingthe Onewho gavesomuchfor us? This Christmasseasonlet’s put Christ
backinto Christmasby openingourselvesup to the transformativepower of God’s love. We might just
discoverthatfocusingon Jesusandhis love will fire usup with God’s compassionatéove for others. So,are
you readyfor someJesus?

In Christ, for Christ,

PastorCarol Pfeiffer

Christmas Party

The Faith Seekersand the SeekersSunday School Classeswill havea combined
Christmasparty at Tim andJuli Proctor'son Sunday, December11 at 6:00 p.m. Bring a
Christmasornamentfor a gift exchangeandfinger foods.

Nettle Creek Church of the Brethren is sponsoring at leastonefamily aswell asdoing the Angel Tree.
Namesarenow on the Christmastreefor you to pick for Angel Tree. If aS.S.classor othergroupwithin our
churchwould like to sponsora family for Neighbors Helping Neighbors, our other Christmasproject, contact
the JeffersonTownship TrusteesOffice: 7654894824 or email JoeSmith at
jeffersontwpwayne@insightbbam. The Township Trusteés Office will bethe centraldrop off placeand
providethelist of families needingassistancavith sizesfor clothing andotheritemsrequested.Deadline for
the gifts is the first week of Dec.49". Therewill beacall goout for volunteers to wrap gifts at the
Trustee’s office whenthe time drawscloser. Someitemson the list may be coveredby Nettle CreekSchool
classesso checkwith the Trusteés office to seeif theitemson thelist arecovered.

Christmas Gift Suggestions

Still needsuggestiongor Christmasgifts? Checkout the catalogueat churchfor Heifer Project International.
You canusethe catalogto make aregularcharitablegift or order online: www.catalog.heifer.org 24 hoursa
day, 7 daysaweek. Also, checkout www.BrethrenPress.com for books,clothing, or logo itemsfrom the
Churchof the Brethren. Thereis a gift catalogueon the churchbulletin board.

Reminder About Community Advent Service
The Nettle CreekMinisterial Associationwill not be providing acommunity Advent servicethis yeardueto all
the activities at HometownChristmasand closenesgo the ThanksgivingCommunity service.

s

Christmas Shop s
SeeCarol Bullock or DonnaKing if you canhelpin the Thrift Shop or the Christmas Shopduring <~
December. Also, visit both shopsasyou do your Christmasshopping. You'll find somegood %
bargains. Hoursarenoorn4:00 p.m, Tues:Sat. N

Hagerstown Faith Housing Inc. SeeksPersonsfor Waiting List

HagerstownFaith HousingInc. provides1 and2 BedroomApartmentsin Hagerstown. The
apartmentsarefor personss2 yearsof ageandover or disabled/handicappegersonsof any age.
If you or someoneyou know may be interestedn living in awell-maintainedapartment
community, pleasecontactour community manager~loyd Sandersat 765-489-4898for more
information, andan application. You neednot live in Hagerstownto apply.




Advent Devotionals
Therearestill some Advent devotionalsavailableat the back of the sanctuary. Donationsof $2 arebeing
acceptedo coverthe costof the booklets. Pleasemark your donationandplaceit in the offering plate.

December 18 Worship
During the worship servicethe Children and Junior Highs will participatein the storytime.

Christmas Eve
ChristmasEve is atime to gatherwith family andfriends. Comejoin usfor the ChristmasEve and
Candlelightservicewhich will beat 7:00 p.m. We will haveastill-life sceneof the Holy Family.

Christmas Day
Therewill beno Sunday Schoolon ChristmasDay. Cometo worship at 10:00 a.m. to celebrate
the birth of our Savior,JesusChrist.

A Big Thank You

A big thankyou goesto Jodi Johnsonwho hasbeenour financial secretaryfor a numberof
years. We appreciateall the bookkeepingandfinancial reportsthat shehasdone. It's abig
job andshehasserveduswell. Jodiwill bedirecting herenergiesn otherareas.

Changein Financial Secretary
Barbara Beard will take overasFinancial Secretaryin December. Bills andquestionsshould
be submittedto her. Jodiwill behelping herin the transition.

Continuing to Pray for...

*Margaret Briar *Barbara Foulke  *Eloise Beeson *Gratia Waskom
GlennBach Bob Klein Gary Stout Don Seibert
SheilaWeaver Carl Lang RogerWerking Bill Hall

Home: Mary Werking, Harriet Burroughs,Ruth Crull, Viola Nicholson,BernethaDavis
Care Center: LuFredaBowman

Christmas Offering
Our specialoffering for Christmaswill betakenDecemberll. Pleasepray aboutyour giving to the broader
church. Envelopesareprovidedfor this offering.

Giving For November

=N
Average Weekly Offering neededto meetbudget....... $1,465.8D F};_
Average Offering for November ..................coeeneen. $1,234.40
Bttt e e en eeaen e 1,269.65
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I 7 911.20 “ ..
201 e, .980.75 AdventBooks $31 Ek = JX\
20 980.75 HarvestDinner $365
2T 1,875.91 FoodPantry $76
Average Attendance for November..................... 43

Worship Leaders and Children’s Story for December

4 Lucille Dilling
11 LelandNicholson  Beverly— children’s story *If you cannot worship lead, pleasefind
18 Sally Schmittler someoneto take your place that Sunday.
24 Specialprogram 25 PastorCarol Chorister for December— Sally Schmittler



A Fibromyalgia Support Group to Meet At Nettle Creek Church of the Brethren

The supportgroupis beingformed by Esther Mobley who lives in Hagerstown. Shehelpedstartonein
Richmond,andit is very successful. The groupwill meetmonthly at 1:00 p.m. hereat Nettle Creek. If thisis a
concernof yours, planto join the group

January 1 - Lighten Up Brethren! — South Central Indiana District Challenge
Lighten Up, Brethrenlis aprogram of the WellnessMinistry of the Association of Brethren Caregivers in
BrETaren! collaboration with Brethren Benefit Trust and the Church of the Brethren General Board.

BRETH
>‘_ / The WellnessMinistry professeshat everypersonis atreasuregverylife a sacredgift, every

humanbeinga unity of body, mind andspirit. . Annual Conference2006is beingheldin Des

Moines, lowa. Sothe challengeis, how many times your congregation can go to conference

and back. We arenot askingyou to literally makethe trip, but asking eachchurch to rack up

miles and minutes in the form of exercise It will work like this. If you arearunnerkeeptrack
of your miles. If you area cyclist (bicycle) keeptrack of your miles. If you participatein a more stationaryform
of exercise countyour minutes.Barry Nicholson will keepa“running” total for Nettle Creek. So,give
Barry your miles and/orminutesthatyou exercise. This will start January 1.

All Church Birthday Party "u‘
January 8, after worshiptherewill beanAll ChurchBirthday Party. Therewill besoupand . |

sandwichesand, of course birthday cake. Planto celebrateeveryone’sbirthday. Everyone &x} -
welcome! ‘t\\‘f‘-\_jﬂz

Welcome Home Project offers e-mail list.

On Earth Peaceandthe Associationof BrethrenCaregiversare collaboratingon the WelcomeHome Project: A

Living PeaceChurchResponsédor Returning Military Personneland Others. For nearlyayear,asmall

committeehasconsiderechow the Church of the Brethren can respond to soldiers returning home from

conflict zonesand support their families. Now ane-mail list hasbeencreatedfor the project. Congregations

and individuals are invited to join. Thelist will provide family membersof soldiersthe opportunityto support
/a oneanotherasthey sharethoughtsandfeelingsabouttheir situations;andwill provide Brethren

with the opportunityto shareideasandnetwork aboutcongregationabutreachandministry ideas.
On Earth "As a Living Peacechurch,our denominationhasmuchto offer peoplewho may be hurting and
needa safeplaceto sharetheir
€ace feelingsandreceivesupport,”saidareleasefrom the two agenciesSubscribeby visiting
http://listserver.emountain.net/mailman/listinfo/welcomehomeprojeEbr moreinformation aboutthe project
visit www.brethren.org/oepa/\MeomeHomeProject.htmlQuestionamay be directedto Matt Guynnof On
Earth Peaceat 765-962-6234.

Mennonite Your Way

Mennonite Your Way revivesanold tradition by organizinga hospitality network ,
sotravelers can share fellowship and travel more econonically. The Mennonite AMennonite
Your Way Directory lists Mennonites,Brethrenandother Christiansof like spirit yQ‘/!‘J)I‘

who offer spaceto travelerson a donationbasis.Ordersfor the Directory andHost @ ﬂy

listings cannow be submittedon line, by mail, phone,or e-mail, but asalways,all

MYW hostinformation is distributedonly in the printed directory andupdatesNo

hostinformation will be postedonline on the Internet. To work MennoniteYour Way needshostswho share
hospitality andtravelersseekingfellowship, all in a spirit of Christiancourtesy.The Directory will be
available in the Spring of 2006 They areneedinghostlistings by December 15, 2005 You cando this in this
way. Visit their new secureweb site - www.mennoniteyourway.conandfollow the prompts.The hostform
andthe orderform canbe accessedn their homepage.Thesecanbe completedonline andsentto themonline
togetherwith your securecredit cardinformation. Your donationhelpsto cover printing of Directory 10 and




postagds $20.00for all hostsregistering by December31, 2005,$30.00for hostsregistering after that
date from Canada, Mexico or the United Statesand non-hostsusing the Directory for their personal
travel, and $35.00for hostsfrom all other countries registering after December31, 2005and all non-hosts

from all other countries.
SEARCH INSIDE™
i [
Small-Membership Church Book IF 3t Could

Thereareseveralcopiesof a book being passedaro undin the congregationf It Could
HappenHere...by Jeff Patton. It concerngurning the smalkmembershipchurcharound.
Threeof uswentto aworkshopat Markle CoB and heardJeff Pattonspeak. We encourage
you to readthis book! SeeJodiJohnsonBeverly Nicholson,or PastorCarol aboutthe book

Ten Guidelines From God

Effective Immediately, pleasebe awarethattherearechangesyOU needto makein YOUR life. These
changeseedto be completedin orderthat | mayfulfill My promisesto you to grantyou peacejoy and
happinessn this life. | apologizefor anyinconvenience but after all that! amdoing, this seemsvery little to
askof you. Pleasefollow theselO guidelines.

1. QUIT WORRYING :

Life hasdealtyou a blow andall you do is sit andworry. Haveyou forgottenthat | am hereto takeall your
burdensandcarry themfor you?Or do you just enjoy fretting over everylittle thing thatcomesyour way.

2.PUT IT ON THE LIST:

Somethingneedsdoneor takencareof. Putit onthelist. No, not YOUR list. Putit on MY to-do-list Let ME be
the oneto take careof the problem.| can'thelp you until youturn it overto Me. And althoughMy to-do-list is
long, | amafterall... God. | cantake careof anythingyou putinto My hands.In fact, if the truth wereever
really known, | take careof alot of thingsfor you tha you neverevenrealize.

3. TRUST ME:

Onceyou'vegivenyour burdensto Me, quit trying to takethemback. Trustin Me. Havethefaith that | will
take careof all your needs your problemsandyour trials. Problemswith the kids? Putthemon My list.
Problemwith finances?Putit on My list. Problemswith your emotionalroller coaste? For My sake,putit on
My list. | wantto help you. All you haveto dois ask.

4. LEAVE IT ALONE:

Don't wake up onemorning andsay,"Well, I'm feeling much strongernow, | think I canhandleit from here."
Why do you think you arefeeling strongemow?It's simple. You gaveMe your burdensandI'm taking careof
them.| alsorenewyour strengthandcoveryou in my peace Don't you know tha if | give you theseproblems
back,youwill beright backwhereyou started?_eavethemwith Me andforget aboutthem.Justlet Me do my
job.

5.TALK TO ME:

| wantyouto forgetalot of things. Forgetwhat wasmaking you crazy.Forgetthe worry andthe fretting
becauseg/ou know I'm in control. But there'sonething | pray you neverforget. Pleasedon'tforgetto talk to Me
- OFTEN! | love YOU! | wantto hearyour voice.| wantyou to include Me in on the thingsgoing onin your
life. | wantto hearyou talk aboutyour friendsandfamily. Prayeris simply you havinga conversationwith Me.
| wantto be your dearesfriend.

6. HAVE FAITH:
| seealot of thingsfrom up herethatyou can'tseefrom whereyou are.Havefaith in Me that | know whatI'm
doing. Trust Me; you wouldn't want the view from My eyes.| will continueto carefor you, watch overyou, and

5



meetyour needs.You only haveto trust Me. Although | havea muchbiggertaskthanyou, it seemsasif you
havesomuchtrouble just doing your simple part. How hard cantrustbe?

7. SHARE:

You weretaughtto sharewhenyou were only two yearsold. Whendid you forget? Thatrule still applies.Share
with thosewho arelessfortunatethanyou. Shareyour joy with thosewho needencouragemeniShae your
laughterwith thosewho haven'theardanyin suchalong time. Shareyour tearswith thosewho haveforgotten
how to cry. Shareyour faith with thosewho havenone.

8. BE PATIENT:

I managedo fix it soin just onelifetime you could haveso manydiverseexperiencesYou grow from achild

to anadult, havechildren, changgobs manytimes, learnmanytrades travel to so manyplaces,meetthousands
of people,andexperienceso much.How canyou be soimpatientthenwhenit takesMe alittle longerthanyou
expectto handlesomethingon My to-do-list? Trustin My timing, for My timing is perfect.Justbecausd
createdthe entire universein only six days,everyonethinks | shouldalwaysrush,rush,rush.

9..BE KIND:

Be kind to others,for | love themjustasmuchasl love you. They may not dresslike you, or talk like you, or
live the sameway you do, but | still love you all. Pleasery to getalong,for My sake.l createdeachof you
differentin someway. It would betoo boring if you wereall identical.

Pleaseknow | love eachof your differences.

10.LOVE YOURSELF:

As muchasl love you, how canyou not love yourself?Y ou were createdby me for onereasononly -- to be
loved, andto love in return.| amaGod of Love. Love Me. Love your neighbors But alsolove yourself. It
makesMy heartachewhen| seeyou soangrywith yourselfwhenthingsgowrong. You arevery preciousto
me. Don't everforget...... - from the internet

There were only a few shepherds at the first Bethlehem . The ox and the ass understood more of the first
Christmas than the high priests in Jerusalem. And it is the same today. — Thomas Merton

Santa Claus never died for anybody. - Craig Wilson
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