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February   Continuing the Work of Jesus. 
                   2005  Peacefully.  Simply.  Together. 

 
Carol’s Comments           “Have You Seen Jesus Today?”  
Romans 1: 20 NIV For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and 
divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without 
excuse.  
 Lately a song has been stuck in my head.  You know how that is.  You get a tune stuck and it stays 
connected to you.  You find yourself singing it over and over again.  This song is “Jesus, My Lord.”  It’s a 
lovely tune and the words cause me to take pause.  The words are by John Fischer from Songs and Creations, 
Inc.   

Chorus:  Have you seen Jesus, My Lord? 
He’s here in plain view. 

Take a look open your eyes, 
He’ll show love to you. 

 
Have you ever looked at a sunset 

With the sky mellowin’ red, 
And the cloud suspended like feathers? 
Then I say, you’ve seen Jesus, my Lord. 

 
Have you ever stood at the ocean 

With the white foam at your feet, 
Felt the endless thunderin’ motion? 

Then I say, you’ve seen Jesus, my Lord 
 

Have you ever looked at the cross,  
With a man hangin’ in pain 

And the look of love in His eyes? 
Then I say, you’ve seen Jesus, my Lord. 

 
Have you ever stood in the family 
With the Lord there in your midst? 

Seen the face of Christ on each other? 
Then I say, you’ve seen Jesus , my Lord. 

  
We see God each day in nature, in joy and in sorrow, and in each other.  But we don’t usually think 

about it that way.  Just think how wonderful it is to realize God’s presence so near to us!   
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We are coming into the season of Lent on February 6, Ash Wednesday.  I encourage you to look for 
God’s love and presence in each situation.  Purposely look for it .  Take inventory at the end of the day to 
remind yourself where God has been for you.  It may take some practice to do that, but the more you take 
inventory you will begin to see how close God has truly been throughout your day.  And the more you notice, 
the more you will be able to sense the presence of God with you IN the moment.   

We have so many things in this world that pull us away from our center in God.  We, as Christians, need 
to focus on God.  When we do, we find that whatever trials or junk comes our way we know that we are loved 
and nothing can separate us from God’s love.  He has promised never to leave us or forsake us. (“God has said, 
‘Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.’ So we can say with confidence, ‘The Lord is my helper; I will 
not be afraid.  What can man do to me?’”  Heb. 13: 5-6) We may let things pull us away in our busyness, but 
God is still there to offer comfort, wisdom, love, forgiveness, hope, peace.  So I ask you, have you seen Jesus, 
my Lord?  Take a look. Open your eyes.  He’ll show love to you.   

May this Lenten season be a time of finding Jesus. 
In Christ, for Christ, 
Pastor Carol M. Pfeiffer 
 
Congratulations on 50th Wedding Anniversary  

Dave and Dee Reneau celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary with family on January 9.   
 

Church Board Meeting Changed 
The Church Board meeting has been moved to February 8 at 6:30 p.m. 

 
Gifts of the Heart Health Kits  
The Seekers Sunday School class is putting together health kits to send to the victims of Tsunami.  The cost of 

one kit is $5.00.  If you would like to contribute to this relief effort, you may give toward 
as many kits as you would like to support.  They would like to send at least one hundred 
kits.  The Sunday School class will purchase the items for the kits.  The kits will be 
assembled on Sunday, February 6 at 4:00 p.m.  Kit assemblers are needed.  Soup will be 
provided for those that come.  Some donations have already come in for which the class 
says, “Thank you.”  You may see anyone in the Seekers’ class to contribute. 

 
Mid -week Lenten Suppers 
Beginning on Ash Wednesday, February 9 at 6 p.m., we will be having six Lenten Services.  
Soup and bread will be served and then we will move into the service.  The format will be 
informal.  The service will focus on “Life on the Edge of Faith” and be forty-five minutes to 
one hour.  There are sign up sheets in the east Sunday School classroom for soup and/or bread 
as well a list to sign for attendance to help us determine food amounts.  Please join us as we 
reflect upon this Lenten season. 
 
Groups  - Want More 
We have two interest groups that have begun.  One is the Nettle Creek Red Hatters and the other is a Ceramic 
group.  See Beverly Nicholson or Pastor Carol if you have interest or know of someone who wants to be a Red 
Hatter.  The Ceramic group meets on Tuesdays from 9:00 -11:00 at Show and Tell.  See Juli Proctor if you have 
interest in the Ceramic group. Invite your friends and neighbors or anyone that might not have a church home.  
If you have an interest in a certain area and would like to get together with others of similar interest, or if you 
have a group you would like to see started of an interest of yours but don’t want to lead, also let Pastor Carol 
know.   
 
Thursday Morning Prayer Group 
Anyone may come to the church on Thursday mornings for prayer and support. The group 
meets from 8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. 
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New Adult Sunday School Class Started 
If you don’t have a class and want to begin with the basics of Christianity, then this class is for you.  

The class is meeting in the library upstairs for now.  We will be using the book Experiencing the 
Heart of Jesus: Knowing His Heart, Feeling His Love by Max Lucado.  Come with your 
questions, and we will explore together.  Pastor Carol is leading the discussion. 

 
Remember Your Baptism Vows? 

It’s good to take pause every so often and reflect upon our reason for baptism and to whom and what we are 
committing. When we are baptized in our congregation, we are received into a community of faith and into the 
Church of the Brethren.  We are sharing in the rich heritage and life and mission of the church through Jesus 
Christ.  Reflect again upon the questions you were asked at your baptism and your affirmation to commit to 
keeping those vows. 

�x Do you believe that Jesus is God’s Son and do you receive and trust him as your Savior and Lord?  
�x Will you turn away from all sin and will you endeavor by God’s grace to live according to the 

example and teachings of Jesus? 
�x Will you be loyal to the church upholding it by your prayers and your 

presence, your substance and your service? 
The hard part seems to be the third question?  Have you been faithful to your vows 
with your prayers, presence or attendance, finances, and service?  Emmet Fox in 
Power Through Constructive Thinking states, “Sooner or later you will have to put 
God first in your life, that is to say, your own true spiritual development must 
become the only thing that really matters.  It need not, perhaps had better not, be the 
only thing in your life, but it must be the first thing.  When this happens you will find that you have got rid of a 
great deal of the unnecessary junk that most people carry about; mental junk, of course, although physical junk 
is very apt to follow upon this.  You will find that you will do a great deal less running about after things that do 
not matter and only waste your time and energy, when once you have put God first.  Your life will become 
simpler and quieter, but in the true sense, richer and infinitely more worth while.”  It is never too late to put 
God first.  We need to take seriously our vows to the Lover of our Soul and to the faith community to which we 
belong. 
 
Nettle Creek Ministerial Association Good Friday Service Set 
This year the NCMA will hold its Community Good Friday service March 25 at Nettle Creek Church of the 
Brethren at noon.  Pastor Tom Triggs will bring the message.  Put the Good Friday service on your calendar 
and plan to worship together with others from our community. 
 
February  Birthdays  

1 Jane Flyback, Willis Murray 25 Marilyn Petty  
2       Cookie Stout   26 Ashlee Brandenburg   
2 Mark, Marvin Hilbert  27 Katherine Reneau 
5       Judy Healton 
7          Mark Wright 
9          Kent Briar 
11       Connie McMillan  
13       Ward Stout 
17       Daniel Stout 
19        Jay Burroughs, Janet Conner 
20        Perry Schmittler 
21        Mary Werking 
22        Jane Stone 
23        Lucy Reed 
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Continuing to Pray for…  
*Geneva Davis *Carl Lang (Richard Foulke’s brother -in-law) Katie Reneau  
Eloise Beeson               Harriet Burroughs      Bob Klein  Jane Briar     
Terri Schmittler  & Jonah         Jeremy DeVinney  Cliff & Mary Jane Renaker       
Home: Mary Werking , Raymond Hoover, Viola Nicholson, Ruth Crull 
Care Center:  LuFreda Bowman 

Giving For January 
Average Offering needed monthly to meet budget……. $1,420.29 
Average Offering for January (4 of 5 Sundays)  …....$1,249.07 
2……………………………………………………… ...$1443.76 
9 ……………………………………………………….  $1914.52             
16.....................................................................................$  789.00    
23………… ………………… …………………………$   849.00 
30………………………..Not available at press………. 
Global Food Crisis………………………………………$  61.00 
 
Average Attendance for December....................52 
 
Habitat for Humanity  
Habitat for Humanity of Greater Richmond area covers Wayne County.  They always need volunteers.  They 
meet Wednesday afternoons, all day Saturday, and by special arrangement.  You don’t have to know how 
to use a hammer.  There are many different jobs, so virtually anyone can volunteer.  If you are interested call 
765-962-5986.  Let’s think about getting a group of Nettle Creek folks together and go help as a group.  If 
interested contact Darrel Briar or Dan Goar. 
 
Denominational News – Keeping Informed  
Church of the Brethren continues tsunami relief efforts. As the estimates of the numbers of people killed by 
the Dec. 26 tsunami topped 226,000, the Church of the Brethren continued its efforts for the survivors, 
supporting Church World Service (CWS), the global humanitarian arm of the National Council of Churches. On 
Jan. 19 Indonesia added tens of thousands of the missing to the estimates of the death toll. 
 
Brethren relief efforts since the last Newsline report included a new grant from the General Board's Emergency 
Disaster Fund (EDF), more shipments of relief supplies from the Brethren Service Center in New Windsor, 
Md., and a call for Gift of the Heart School Kits. Many congregations and districts also have been collecting 
relief supplies and gathering donations. 

 
Brethren staff took part in a conference call with CWS denominational partners on Jan. 13, in 
which CWS director Rick Augsberger called in from Thailand. He referred to the destruction as 
"indescribable," reported Jane Yount, disaster response coordinator for the General Board. 
Because this disaster was so intense and widespread, all phases of recovery will be significantly 
lengthened, she said. 

 
Augsberger said that 500 family shelter kits have been distributed in Sri Lanka and another 1,000 have been 
requested. In Indonesia, CWS has two medical doctors working in Banda Aceh and four psychosocial care staff 
working as well. CWS Indonesia staff is participating in food distribution and identifying communities yet 
in need of aid. A second airlift of CWS material resources has been made, and another major shipment of relief 
supplies will be airlifted to Singapore. An additional 50,000 health kits have been requested for the survivors, 
"and thanks to the generous response by the US churches, this order can be met," Yount said. "School kits also 
will be in great demand in several months as schools begin to be rebuilt." 
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Donations to EDF are supporting the CWS response as well as shipments of material goods from the Brethren 
Service Center. Recent shipments include 50 cartons of medical supplies to Indonesia on behalf of Lutheran 
World Relief and 100 cartons of Interchurch Medical Assistance (IMA) Medicine Boxes and three skids of dry 
food to Indonesia on behalf of IMA, CWS, and the Presbyterian Church. The shipments were combined on one 
flight along with 1,512 Relief Kits from Mennonite Central Committee. Staff of the General Board's Service 
Ministries also began packing another 50 IMA Medicine Boxes for Thailand. In other shipments, the center put 
together a container bound for Sudan with 40 cartons of Gift of the Heart Layette Kits, 70 cartons of Gift of the 
Heart Health Kits, and 450 cases of canned chicken. 
 
Emergency Response/Service Ministries also has publicized an urgent request from CWS for Gift of the Heart 
School Kits. The request follows a request for Gift of the Heart Health Kits. Needs stemming from the tsunami 
are prompting CWS to ask for help to replenish the supply of school kits, which will be used first in temporary 
schools likely to be housed in tents. Information about assembling kits has been sent to district offices and is 
available atwww.brethren.org.  For more information about the Church of the Brethren relief effort see 
www.brethren.org. For more information about CWS work see www.churchworldservice.org. The National 
Council of Churches (NCC) also is posting audio, photos, and reflections from NCC envoys to 
Sri Lanka and Indonesia at www.ncccusa.org.  - Newsline is produced by Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford, 
director of news services for the Church of the Brethren General Board 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Food for Thought 
[There] is the story of an old Italian artist who had lost some of his skill.  One evening he sat discouraged before 
a painting he had just completed.  He noticed that he had lost some of his touch.  The canvas didn’t burst with 

life as his previous work had once done.  As he went to bed, his son, also an artist, came to 
examine his father’s work, and he, too, noticed that it did not reflect his father’s usual work.  
Taking the palette and brush, he worked far into the night, adding a little touch here, smudge 
there, a little color here, a bit of depth, a shadow or two, some highlights.  The son worked until 
he knew that the work would fulfill his father’s vision.  Morning came, and the father descended 

into the studio.  He stood before the perfect canvas and in utter delight exclaimed, “Why, I have wrought better 
than I knew!” --Gigi Graham Tchivdjian, with Ruth Bell Graham, A Quiet Knowing 
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