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February Continuing the Work of Jesus.
2005 Peacefully. Simply. Together.

Carol's Comments “Have You SeenJesusToday?”
Romansl: 20 NIV For sincethe creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal powerand
divine nature—have beenclearly seen,being understoodfrom what has beenmade,sothat men are without
excuse.

Lately a songhasbeenstuckin my head. You know how thatis. You getatunestuckandit stays
connectedo you. You find yourselfsingingit overandoveragain. This songis “Jesus,My Lord.” It's a
lovely tuneandthe words causemeto take pause. The words are by JohnFischerfrom SongsandCreations,

Inc.
Chorus: HaveyouseenJesusMy Lord?
He’s herein plain view.
Takea look openyour eyes,
He’'ll showloveto you.

Haveyou everlookedat a sunset
With the skymellowin’ red,
Andthe cloud suspenéd like feathers?
Thenl say,you've seenJesusmyLord.

Haveyou everstoodat the ocean
With the white foamat your feet,
Felt the endlesghunderin’ motion?
Thenl say,you’ve seenJesusmy Lord

Haveyou everlookedat the cross,
With a manhangin’ in pain
Andthelook of love in His eyes?
Thenl say,you've seenJesusmyLord.

Haveyou everstoodin the family
With the Lord therein your midst?
Seerthefaceof Christ on eachother?
Thenl say,you’ve seenJesus, myLord.

We seeGod eachdayin nature,in joy andin sorrow,andin eachother. But we don’t usually think
aboutit thatway. Justthink how wonderfulit is to realize God’s presenceso nearto us!



We arecominginto the seasorof Lent on February6, Ash Wednesday.l encourageyou to look for
God'slove andpresencan eachsituation. Purposely look for it. Takeinventoryatthe endof the dayto
remind yourselfwhere God hasbeenfor you. It maytake somepracticeto do that, but the moreyou take
inventory you will beginto seehow closeGod hastruly beenthroughoutyour day. And the more you notice,
the moreyou will beableto sensehe presenceof Godwith you IN the moment.

We havesomanythingsin this world that pull usawayfrom our centerin God. We, asChristians,need
to focuson God. Whenwe do, we find thatwhate\er trials or junk comesour way we know thatwe areloved
andnothing canseparataisfrom God’s love. He haspromisedneverto leaveus or forsakeus. (“God hassaid,
‘Never will | leaveyou; neverwill | forsakeyou.” Sowe cansaywith confidence, The Lord is my helper; | will
not be afraid. Whatcanmandoto me?” Heb. 13: 5-6) We may let things pull usawayin our busynessbut
Godis still thereto offer comfort, wisdom, love, forgivenesshope,peace. Sol askyou, haveyou seenJesus,
my Lord? Takealook. Openyour eyes. He'll showlove to you.

May this Lentenseasorbe atime of finding Jesus.

In Christ, for Christ,
PastorCarol M. Pfeiffer

Congratulations on 50" Wedding Anniversary
DaveandDeeReneatcelebratedheir 50" weddinganniversarywith family on January9.

Church Board Meeting Changed
The ChurchBoard meetinghasbeenmovedto February8 at 6:30 p.m.

Gifts of the Heart Health Kits
The SeekersSunday School class is putting togetherhealthkits to sendto the victims of Tsunami. The costof
o " onekit is $5.00 If youwould like to contributeto this relief effort, you may give toward
asmany kits asyou would like to support. They would like to sendat leastone hundred
kits. The Sunday School classwill purchasethe items for the kits. The kits will be
assembledon Sunday, February 6 at 4:00 p.m. Kit assemblersreneeded. Soupwill be
provided for thosethat come. Somedonationshave alreadycomein for which the class
says,“Thank you.” You may seeanyonein the Seekers’classto contribute.

Mid -week Lenten Suppers

Beginningon Ash Wednesdayfebruary 9 at 6 p.m., we will be havingsix Lenten Services
Soupandbreadwill be servedandthenwe will move into the service. The formatwill be
informal. Theservicewill focuson “Life onthe Edgeof Faith” andbeforty-five minutesto
onehour. Therearesign up sheetdn the eastSundaySchoolclassroomfor soupand/orbread
aswell alist to signfor attendanceto help usdeterminefood amounts. Pleasgoin usaswe
reflect uponthis Lentenseason.

Groups - Want More

We havetwo interestgroupsthathavebegun. Oneis the Nettle CreekRedHattersandthe otheris a Ceramic
group. SeeBeverly Nicholson or PastorCarol if you haveinterestor know of someonevho wantsto bea Red
Hatter. The Ceramicgroup meetson Tuesdaysrom 9:00-11:00at ShowandTell. SeeJuli Proctorif you have
interestin the Ceramicgroup. Invite your friends and neighbos or anyonethat might not havea churchhome.

If you havean interest in a certain area andwould like to gettogetherwith othersof similar interest or if you
havea groupyou would like to seestartedof aninterestof yoursbut don’t wantto lead, aso let PastorCarol
know.

Thursday Morning Prayer Group gr/\‘
Anyone may cometo the churchon Thursdaymorningsfor prayerandsupport.The group

meetsfrom 8:00a.m - 9:00a.m. T"\




New Adult Sunday SchoolClass Started

If you don't havea classandwantto beginwith the basicsof Christianity, thenthis classis for you.
The classis meetingin the library upstairsfor now. We will be usingthe book Experiencingthe
/«»’\@7,5:, Heart of Jesus:Knowing His Heart, Feeling His Love by Max Lucado. Comewith your
(’“ #') questiors,andwe will exploretogether. PastorCarolis leadingthe discussion.

Remember Your Baptism Vows?

It's goodto take pauseeveryso often andreflect uponour reasonfor baptismandto whom andwhatwe are
committing. Whenwe arebaptizedin our congregation, we arereceivedinto a community of faith andinto the
Churchof the Brethren. We aresharingin therich heritageandlife and missionof the churchthroughJesus
Christ. Reflectagainuponthe questionsyou were askedat your baptismandyour affirmation to commit to
keepingthosevows.

x Do you believethat Jesusis God’s Sonand do you receive and trust him asyour Savior and Lord?

x  Will youturn away from all sin and will you endeavor by God’s graceto live according to the

example and teachings of Jesus?
x  Will you beloyal to the church upholding it by your prayers and your
presence,your substanceand your service?

The hard part seemdo be the third question? Have you beenfaithful to your vows
with your prayers presenceor attendancefinances,andservice? EmmetFoxin
Power ThroughConstructiveThinking states,'Sooner or later you will haveto put
Godfirst in your life, thatis to say,your owntrue spiritual developmenmust
becomethe only thing that really matters. It neednot, perhapshad better not, be the
only thing in your life, but it mustbethefirst thing. Whenthis happensyouwill find that you havegotrid of a
great deal of the unnecessaryunk that mostpeoplecarry about; mentaljunk, of course,althoughphysicaljunk
is very apt to follow uponthis. Youwill find that youwill do a greatdeal lessrunning aboutafter thingsthat do
not matterand only wasteyour time and energy,whenonceyou haveput Godfirst. Yourlife will become
simplerand quieter, but in the true senseyicher andinfinitely moreworth while.” It is nevertoo late to put
Godfirst. We needto take seriouslyour vowsto the Lover of our Soulandto the faith communityto which we
belong.

Nettle Creek Ministerial Association Good Friday Service Set

This yearthe NCMA will hold its Community GoodFriday service March 25 at Nettle Creek Church of the
Brethren at noon. PastorTom Triggs will bring the message.Putthe Good Friday serviceon your calendar
andplanto worshiptogetherwith othersfrom our community.

February Birthdays

1 JaneFlyback, Willis Murray 25 Marilyn Petty

2 Cookie Stout 26 AshleeBrandenburg
2 Mark, Marvin Hilbert 27 KatherineReneau

5 JudyHealton

7 Mark Wright

9 Kent Briar

11  ConnieMcMillan

13  Ward Stout

17 Daniel Stout

19 JayBurroughs JanetConner
20 Perry Schmittler

21 Mary Werking

22 JaneStone

23 Lucy Reed




Continuing to Pray for...

s *GenevaDavis *Carl Lang (Richard Foulke’s brother -in-law) Katie Reneau
'ﬂ: \f Eloise Beeson Harriet Burroughs Bob Klein JaneBriar
@ Terri Schmittler & Jonah JeremyDeVinney Cliff & Mary JaneRenaker

J @\‘ Home: Mary Werking, RaymondHoover, Viola Nicholson, Ruth Crull
' CareCentr: LuFredaBowman

Giving For January

AverageOffering neededmonthly to meetbudget....... $1,420.29
Average Offering for January (4 of 5 Sundays).......$1,249.07

PSPPI $1443.76
D $1914.52
I TSRS $..789.00
2 e e $ 849.00
30 Not availableat press..........

Global FOOACIISIS. ... $ 61.00
Average Attendance for December.................. 52

Habitat for Humanity

Habitat for Humanity of GreaterRichmondareacoversWayneCounty. They alwaysneedvolunteers. They
meetWednesdayafternoons, all day Saturday, and by specialarrangement. You don’t haveto know how
to usea hammer. Thereare manydifferent jobs, sovirtually anyonecanvolunteer. If you areinterestedcall
765-962-5986. Let'’s think aboutgettinga group of Nettle Creekfolks togetherandgo help asa group. If
interestedcontactDarrel Briar or Dan Goar.

Denominational News — Keeping Informed

Church of the Brethren continuestsunami relief efforts. As the estimatesof the numbersof peoplekilled by
the Dec. 26 tsunamitopped226,000,the Churchof the Brethrencontinuedits efforts for the survivors,
supporting ChurchWorld Service(CWS), the global humanitarianarm of the National Council of ChurchesOn
Jan.19 Indonesiaaddedtensof thousandsf the missingto the estimatesof the deathtoll.

Brethrenrelief efforts sincethe last Newslinereportincludeda new grantfrom the GeneralBoard'sEmergency
DisasterFund (EDF), more shipmentsof relief suppliesfrom the BrethrenServiceCenterin New Windsor,
Md., andacall for Gift of the Heart SchoolKits. Many congregationsanddistricts alsohavebeencollecting
relief suppliesandgatheringdonations.

Brethrenstaff took partin a conferencecall with CWS denominationalpartnerson Jan.13,in
which CWSdirector Rick Augsbergercalledin from Thailand.He referredto the destructionas
"indescribable,"reportedJaneY ount, disasterresponsecoordinatorfor the GeneralBoard.
Becausehis disasterwassointenseandwidespreadall phasef recoverywill be significantly
lengthenedshesaid.

Augsbergersaidthat 500 family shelterkits havebeendistributedin Sri Lanka andanotherl,000havebeen
requestedIn Indonesia,CWS hastwo medicaldoctorsworking in BandaAceh andfour psychosociakarestaff
working aswell. CWS Indonesiastaff is participatingin food distribution andidentifying communitiesyet

in needof aid. A secondairlift of CWS materialresourcesrasbeenmade,andanothermajor shipmentof relief
supplieswill beairlifted to Singapore An additional50,000health kits havebeenrequestedor the survivors,
"and thanksto the generougesponséyy the US churchesthis ordercanbe met," Yount said."School kits also
will bein greatdemandn severalmonthsasschoolsbeginto berebuilt."



Donationsto EDF aresupportingthe CWS responseaswell asshipmentsof material goodsfrom the Brethren
Servie Center.Recentshipmentsnclude 50 cartonsof medicalsuppliesto Indonesiaon behalfof Lutheran
World Relief and 100 cartonsof InterchurchMedical AssistancgIMA) Medicine Boxesandthreeskidsof dry
food to Indonesiaon behalfof IMA, CWS, andthe PresbyteriarChurch.The shipmentswvere combinedon one
flight alongwith 1,512 Relief Kits from Mennonite Central Committee. Staff of the GeneralBoard'sService
Ministries alsobeganpackinganother50 IMA Medicine Boxesfor Thailand.In othershipments the centerput
togethera containerboundfor Sudanwith 40 cartonsof Gift of the HeartLayetteKits, 70 cartonsof Gift of the
HeartHealth Kits, and450 casesf cannedchicken.

EmergencyResponse/Serviclinistries alsohaspublicized anurgentrequestfrom CWS for Gift of the Heart
SchoolKits. Therequestfollows arequestfor Gift of the HeartHealth Kits. Needsstemmingfrom the tsunami
areprompting CWSto askfor help to replenishthe supply of schoolkits, which will be usedfirst in temporary
schoolslikely to be housedn tents.Information aboutassemblingkits hasbeensentto district offices andis
availableatwww.brethren.org For moreinformation aboutthe Churchof the Brethrenrelief effort see
www.brethren.org For moreinformation aboutCWS work seewww.churchworldservice.orgThe National
Council of ChurchegNCC) alsois postingaudio, photos,andreflectionsfrom NCC envoysto

Sri LankaandIndonesiaat www.ncccusa.org - Newslineis producedby Cheryl BrumbaughCayford,
director of newsservicesfor the Churchof the BrethrenGeneralBoard

Food for Thought
[There] is the story of anold Italian artistwho hadlost someof his skill. Oneeveninghe satdiscouragedefare
a painting he had just completed. He noticedthat he hadlost someof his touch. The canvasdidn’t burstwith
life as his previouswork had once done. As he went to bed, his son, also an artist, cameto
\,\) examine his father’s work, and he, too, noticed that it did not reflect his father’s usual work.
\\m Taking the palette and brush, he worked far into the night, adding a little touch here, smudge

there,alittle color here,a bit of depth,a shadowor two, somehighlights. The sonworked until

he knew that the work would fulfill his father’s vision. Morning came,andthe fatherdescended
into the studio. He stoodbeforethe perfectcanvasandin utter delight exclaimed,"Why, | havewrought better
than| knew!” --Gigi GrahamTchivdjian, with Ruth Bell Graham,A Quiet Knowing
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