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January Continuing the Work of Jesus.
2005 Peacefully. Simply. Together.

Carol's Comments “A New Year's Revolution”
| give youa newcommandmenthat you love oneanother. Justas| havelovedyou, youalso shouldlove one
another. By this everyonewill knowthat you are mydisciples,if you havelove for oneanother.” John13:34
35NRSV
The other Sundayl wastalking with someparishionersabout,whatelse,
but diets. | stated, That will haveto be my New Year's Revolution” in regards
to what| would do in my diet. (It probablyhadto do with chocolate.) They
laughedand| realizedl| said “revolution” instead of “resolution.” A Freudian
slip? Well, | don’t know aboutthat, butit got meto thinking.
Whenanewyearrolls around,we make“resolutions” Somedictionary
definitions for resolutionare:
1. Thestateor quality of beingresobte;firm determination.
2. A resolvingto do something.
3. A courseof actiondeterminedor decidedon.
This is the usualsensewe usewhen“resolving” to do somethingaboutsomethingwe wantto do differently.
“Revolution hasa bit of the samesensealsoif we considerseveraldefinitions. Somedefinitions for
“revolution” are:
1. Organizedoppositionintendedto changeor overthrowexisting authority: insurgenceinsurgency
insurrection mutiny, rebellion, revolt, sedition uprising SeerRESIST.
2. A momentousor sweepingchange:cataclysm convulsion upheaval SeeCHANGE .
3. Circular movementarounda point or aboutanaxis: circuit, circulation, circumvolution, gyration,
rotation, turn, wheel whirl. SeeGEOMETRY , REPETITION
Although oftentimesin the churchthereis organizedoppositionaboutthings,| wantto skip overthe“organized
opposition,” definition andconcentrateon the numbertwo definition, “a momentousor sweepingchange.”
Insteadof “resolving or just determininga courseof action” this year,whatif we decideupon*“a
momentousor sweepingchange? Whatchangedo we needto makein our spiritual lives? Do we needto
becomemore opento God’s voice andthenobeythatleading? Do we needto “revolutionize€’ how we
approachGod or others? And thenthereis the church. Whatdo we needto “revolutionize” or what“sweeping
changé do we need?Do we needto changeour attitude? Do we needto let go of “we’ve alwaysdoneit that
way attitude?” Do we needto be opento newideasfrom folks who havenot beenasinvolved in the church
before? In otherwords,do we needto risk allowing thingsto be changed?Do we needto let go of corporate
fearthat new peopleand/ornewideasunsettleour comfort zones...thevay things havealwaysbeen? Canwe
encourageewideaswithout grumbling?
Changeis scaryfor all of us. We “say” we wantto grow, but resistanythingthatis out of the norm for
us. Considerthe apostles. Wherewould Christianity beif they hadnot goneagainstthe norm of Judaismand
expandedheir knowledgeandexperienceof GodthroughChrist Jesus? Whatif they hadsaid,“We’'ve never




doneit thatway before? We're not allowedto do that? We can’t do that? We won'’t do that?” Thatgivesus
pauseto think, doesn’tit?

We ARE beginninga newyear. Let’s resolveto revolutionize our thinking, our behavior,our spiritual
lives, our outreach,our love asJesuscommandedn John13:34”...love oneanother. By this everyonewill
knowthat you are mydisciples,if youhavelove for oneanother.” And thatcertainly IS revolutionizing!

In Christ, for Christ,
PastorCarol M. Pfeiffer

Conqratulatlons on 50" Wedding Anniversary
Barbara and Richard Foulke will celebratetheir 50" wedding anniversarywith an openhouseat
the Don McCullough Bldg., 100 Main Streetin Hagerstownon Sunday, January 2, 2005 from 1:00 —
4:00 p.m. No gifts —“Your love is our treasuredyift.” All are invited to celebrate with them.

Bread and Cup Communion

January 16 will be our Breadand Cup Communion. Comejoin in the serviceof worshipandcommunion.This
is a time when we as Christiansrememberand renew our covenantwith God and one anotheraswe sharethe
breadand cup. The breadand cup representhe body and blood of Christ and are not to be given or received
lightly. Prayerfully prepareyour heartsto receivecommunionandto renewyour covenant.

Church Council

Our churchcouncil is coming up Sunday, January 30. This is our quarterly council meeting We will havea
carry-in meal after worship and then conveneour meeting. All memberstake note of this date as we do the
businessof the church.

Youth EssayContest!

What do you like best about the Church of the Brethren? If you're age 13-18, you are
, /} ~ invited to tell the Messengelin 300 words or less. Up to five entries,chosenby a panel of

N %@‘ Messengerstaff, will be publishedin the July/August2005issue. The writer of the top entry

will beinvited to sharehis or her essayat the 2005 Messengedinner at Annual Conferencen
- Peoria, lllinois. All entriesare due to the Messengeroffice by March 31, 2005 They can be
sentvia e-mail to messenger@brethren.orgr by regular mail to Messenger,1451 DundeeAve.,
Elgin, IL 6 0120. Pleaseinclude your name, age, address,phone number, e-mail (if applicable),and home
congregatioranddistrict. Questions?Sendane-malil to the addressabove,or call 1-800-323-8039-ext. 263.

Interest Groups

We aremoving forward with havinginterestgroups.If you havean interest in a certain area andwould like
to gettogetherwith othersof similar interest(with churchedandunchurchedolks), let PastorCarol know. If
you haveagroupyou’d like to seestartedof aninterestof yoursbut don’'t wantto lead,alsolet PastorCarol
know. 7654893435 (parsonagehone). More informationforthcoming.

Musicians Sign Up
&1 It is time to sign up for JanuaryMarch. Also, anyoneinterestedin providing special music, please
é

signup onthe separatelist. Thelists arebehindthe organonthe wall.
*k%
Living as a Christian in the world is to experienceall of the frustration of delay and silencein the prayer
requestswe make. But faith, if it's really faith, lives with the limits, settlesdown with the silence,and keeps
knocking on God's door, trusting that on the other sideis the Someonewho knows my name.
- Christy Dowdy, co-pastor of the StoneChurch of the Brethren, Huntingdon, Pennsylvania



January Birthdays
1 JaniceStout

2 JeanGable

3 SharonSwoveland
5 Gloria Goens
6

7

8

RyanHowell
JessicaFlanagan
ReganKlein
10  Alma Werking, Marcia Stout
13 DeeReneau
15  JohnAndrew, LanealHilbert
17  Monty Renau,Beth Stone
18 Cindy Reneau
19  Jeff Bach,BenjaminReagan
20  SuellenOakes
21  TeresaRenakerStevenStout
24  Todd Stout
25  Alan Briar, GlennaConwell
28  Steve Stone

Continuing to Pray for...

*Jeff Bach *Katie Reneau Eloise Beeson Harriet Burroughs
Bob Klein JaneBriar Terri Schmittler JeremyDeVinney
Cliff & Mary JaneRenaker

Home: Mary Werking, Raynond Hoover, Viola Nicholson, Ruth Crull

CareCenter: LuFredaBowman

Giving For December

AverageOffering neededmonthly to meetbudget....... $1,420.29
Average Offering for December...(3 Sundays).........$1,959.38

D o $4,08040
L e 873.00
LD e 922.75
26............ nochurchduetonoheat.....................
HometownChristmasFoodSale.....................ccvee 517.00
Advent ChristmasOffering..............ccoovviiivinennn. 153.00
Average Attendance for December.................! 62

For Your Information: 2005District Board Members

District sectionandyearservingarelisted. Shouldyou haveconcernsyou may contactsomeonen your

section. Nettle CreekChurchof the Brethrenis in the SouthSection. Year designatesvhentheir termis up.
x Eric Braun,East,1st,08 etbraun@onlyinternet.net

GaleBurkholder, North, 2nd, 08 grbab@kconline.com

JameaVicKinney, Central,2nd, 06 JIMcki46953@aol.com

Carol Pfeiffer, South, 1st, 09 peacesimply@insightbb.com

+JanetReed,West, 1st,05 rebuja@aol.com

*Kristen Roop, West,1st, 07 kristenroop@yahoo.com

RalphRoyer,North, *, 06 rfroyer@earthlink.net

Elbert Stockberger, South, 1st, 07 elstock@earthlink.net

X X X X X X X



Phil Tomson,Central, 1st,09

Barb Wood, East,2nd, 05 bwoody@onlyinternet.net

David Doudt, Treasurer XA ddke@mchsi.com

StanMiller, FinancialScty.,XA stan@abresist.com
JayCarter,Gereral BoardRep.,1st, 05 jacarter@adamswells.com
Mike Cassidy,Standing Cmte., 1st,07 mjancass@hotmail.com
Bruce Hostetler,Standing Cmte., 1st, 06 bahostetler@juno.com
Ed JacksonModerator,05

PamPrincell, Mod.-Elect, 06 pprincell@onlyinternet.net

Sally Schrock,ConferenceCoord.,1st,06 schrockO4@aol.com
HelenWenger,Secretary,1st,06 hwwenger@aol.com

Allen Kahler, District Executiveakahler_ds@brethren.org

X X X X X X X X X X X X

Denominational News— Keeping Informed

Church Staff meetwith SelectiveService.

Threestaff directorsof the GeneralBoard metwith staff of SelectiveServiceat the agency'sffice in Arlington,
Va., Dec.2. The meetingfollowed up on anunannouncedisit to the BrethrenServiceCenterin New Windsor,
Md., on Oct. 8 by CassandraCostley,director of the Alternative ServiceDivision of SelectiveService.New
Windsorhasa long history of beinga site whereBrethrenhaveorganizedandgatheredaroundissuesof
conscienceandmilitary service,mostnotably hostingCivilian Public Serviceworkersfrom 1944-46. Selective
Serviceis the federalagencythat registersand maintainsa databaseof youngmenasthey reachtheir eighteenth
birthdayin orderto maintainanaccountingof thoseavailablefor military servicein the eve

nt of a military draft. "We wentinto this meetingwith a clearagendaof openinga converstion with Selective
Servicein aneffort to betterunderstandvhy this visit to New Windsor occurred,andhow we asa churchcould
makeclear our historic andactive voice asa peopleof peaceandnonviolence, "reportedPhil Jonesdirector of
BrethrenWitness/Washingto®ffice. Also in the meetingwere BrethrenVolunteer Servicedirector Dan
McFaddenandBrethrenServiceCenterexecutivedirector Roy Winter.

The meetinglastedwell into threehours,Jonesreported.Wasthe New Windsor visit an
indication that SelectiveServicewasgearingup for a military conscriptionprogram,the
groupasked."The answeris no, accordingto Costley,andherimmediatesupervisor,
RichardFlahavan,"Jonessaid. Costley,Flahavanandthe newly installed Director of
Selectve ServiceWilliam Chatfield, who joined the meetingbriefly, all indicatedthattheir
work wasin regardsto preparednessnly. The New Windsor visit wasmadebecause
Costleywasin the areafor otherbusinessandtook the opportunityto makean outreachvisit.

Flahavanwent onto explainthatthere is no draft and that noneis coming asindicated by statementsfrom
the White Houseand Pentagonin recent months, Jonesreported."He alsopointedto the late Octobervote of
Congresghat overwhelmingly defeateda proposeddraft bill* (HR 163), Jonessaid."The gearingup for adraft
andthe sheeramountof funding and staff increaseghat would be necessanarereasonsnoughto indicate
therewill beno draft,” Flahavanstated,indicating thata draft would costin excessof onehalf billion dollarsto
initiate. Most of the meetingwasspentin learningmore aboutSelectiveServiceandhow its Alternative Service
programwould operateif therewereadraft. "The fact thattheywereaskingusa lot of questons showsthat
one of the thingswe havedevelopedasa peacechurch is alot of respectfor our position," commentedStan
Noffsinger, generalsecretaryof the GeneralBoard. Within aweekof the meetingwith SelectiveService,
Noffsingerand Annual ConferencemoderatorJim Hardenbrookreportedon the meetingto the Council of
Moderatorsand Secretarie®f the AnabaptistChurches.The council alsoincludesofficers of the Mennonite
ChurchUS, the Brethrenin Christ, the ConservativeMennonite Church,Mennaite Central CommitteeUS, and
the MennoniteBrethrenUSA. Planningis underwayfor an AnabaptistchurchesConsultationon Alternative
Service,to be held at the Churchof the BrethrenGeneralOfficesin Elgin, Ill. Detailswill be announcedafter
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the fir st of the year.McFaddenwill representhe Churchof the Brethrenon the planningcommitteealongwith
Noffsinger."Now's the time to talk aboutthe issuesof alternativeserviceandits future," Noffsingersaid."To
methat'sthe value" of the conversaton with SelectiveService,he added.

MutualAid eXchange(MAX)
MAX hascreateda Mutual Aid Ministries programto help
carefor the physical,spiritual, andemotionalneedsof
Anabaptistsunderburden,arecentreleaseannounced.
MAX beganin 2001 with the missionof providing mutual
aid servicesto AnabaptiststhroughoutNorth America, developinginsuranceproductsfor the home,farm,
church,or businessObjectivesof the new programareto partnerwith the churchto developmutual aid
ministriesthat are relevant,meaningful,andtangible, the releasesaid. Four ministries areenvisioned:Burden
BearingMinistry, Network Ministry, FinancialMinistry througha"sharefund," andan EducationMinistry.
Call 877-971-6300o0r visit www.mutualaidexchange.com

“Christian History and Biography' Magazine FeaturesAnabaptists.

The Fall 2004issueof Christian History & Biography magazinefeatures the history and beliefs of the
Anabaptist in America. The magazinedisplaysthe covertitle, "Pilgrims andExiles: Against persecutiorand
prosperity,the Mennonites,Amish, andBrethrenhavefollowed Christ andtheir convictions." Feature stories
include "People of Conscience,"by Bethany Seminary professor Jeff Bach and managing editor Chris
Armstrong; "The GermansHaveLanded,"by David B. Eller, director of the Young Centerfor Anabaptistand
Pietist Studiesat Elizabethtown(Pa.) College;"Outsider'sGuideto America'sAnabaptists, by assistant

editor StevenGertz;"Pure and Simple," by StephenScott,administrativeassistanat the Young Center;"Holy
Ground," by FrankRamirez,pastorof Everett(Pa.) Churchof the Brethren;"Be Not Conformed,"by JohnD.
Roth, professorat Goshen(Ind.) College;"From Mutual Aid to Global Action,” by Gari-Anne Patzwald
andWilliam Kostlevy, who serveson the BrethrenHistorical Committee;and"Negotiating with the Modern
World," by Donald B. Krayhill, professorat Elizabethtown."Through meetingtheseauthorsoverthe phoneand
readingtheir articles, | feel | havebeenintroducednot just to a setof beliefs, butto afamily of believers.
Indeed,not justintroduced,but invited to dinnerevento the famousBrethren‘love feast,"wrote Armstrongin
his editorial. To gain backgroundand information for theissue,he visited LancasterCounty, Pa.,with hosts
relatedto the Young Centerincluding Eller, Scott, Kraybill, andBrethrenhistorian Donald Durnbaugh.
Armstrongalsoreceivedhelp from staff of BrethrenPressandthe GeneralBoard The magazines publishedby
Christianity Today. For moreinformation seewww.christianhistory.netor call 800-873-6986 or e-mail
chcustserv@christianhistory.net
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