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Carol's Comments “A New Year's Revolution”
| give youa newcommandmenthat you love oneanother. Justas| havelovedyou, youalso shouldlove one
another. By this everyonewill knowthat you are mydisciples,if you havelove for oneanother.” John13:34
35NRSV
The other Sundayl wastalking with someparishionersabout,whatelse,
but diets. | stated, That will haveto be my New Year's Revolution” in regards
to what| would do in my diet. (It probablyhadto do with chocolate.) They
laughedand| realizedl said “revolution” instead of “resolution.” A Freudian
slip? Well, | don’t know aboutthat, butit got meto thinking.
Whenanewyearrolls around,we make“resolutions” Somedictionary
definitions for resolutionare:
1. Thestateor quality of beingresobte;firm determination.
2. A resolvingto do something.
3. A courseof actiondeterminedor decidedon.
This is the usualsensewe usewhen“resolving” to do somethingaboutsomethingwe wantto do differently.
“Revolution hasa bit of the samesensealsoif we considerseveraldefinitions. Somedefinitions for
“revolution” are:
1. Organizedoppositionintendedto changeor overthrowexisting authority: insurgenceinsurgency
insurrection mutiny, rebellion, revolt, sedition uprising SeerRESIST.
2. A momentousor sweepingchange:cataclysm convulsion upheaval SeeCHANGE .
3. Circular movementarounda point or aboutanaxis: circuit, circulation, circumvolution, gyration,
rotation, turn, wheel whirl. SeeGEOMETRY , REPETITION
Although oftentimesin the churchthereis organizedoppositionaboutthings,| wantto skip overthe“organized
opposition,” definition andconcentrateon the numbertwo definition, “a momentousor sweepingchange.”
Insteadof “resolving or just determininga courseof action” this year,whatif we decideupon*“a
momentousor sweepingchange? Whatchangedo we needto makein our spiritual lives? Do we needto
becomemore opento God’s voice andthenobeythatleading? Do we needto “revolutionize€’ how we
approachGod or others? And thenthereis the church. Whatdo we needto “revolutionize” or what“sweeping
changé do we need?Do we needto changeour attitude? Do we needto let go of “we’ve alwaysdoneit that
way attitude?” Do we needto be opento newideasfrom folks who havenot beenasinvolved in the church
before? In otherwords,do we needto risk allowing thingsto be changed?Do we needto let go of corporate
fearthat new peopleand/ornewideasunsettleour comfort zones...thevay things havealwaysbeen? Canwe
encourageewideaswithout grumbling?
Changeis scaryfor all of us. We “say” we wantto grow, but resistanythingthatis out of the norm for
us. Considerthe apostles. Wherewould Christianity beif they hadnot goneagainstthe norm of Judaismand
expandedheir knowledgeandexperienceof GodthroughChrist Jesus? Whatif they hadsaid,“We’'ve never
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