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News from the Brick 
Nettle Creek Church of the Brethren 
5352 N. Brick Church Road   Established 1820 
Hagerstown, IN 47346 

Leland Nicholson, Board Chr.       Jodi Johnson, Secretary  
Church Phone: 765-489-4430            Sunday School:  9:00 a.m.  
www.nettlecreekcob.com    Worship: 10:00 a.m.            

 
January          Continuing the Work of Jesus. 

          2007          Peacefully.  Simply.  Together. 
��������������������������������������������������� ���������������������������������������������������������������  

Carol’s Comments                  “Heartprints” 
As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you.  Now remain in my love.  If you obey my commands, you will 
remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands and remain in his love.  I have told you this so 
that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.  My command is this: love each other as I have 
loved you. John 15: 9-12 NIV 

“Heartprints” 
"Wherever our hands touch– 

We leave fingerprints! 
On walls, on furniture, 

On doorknobs, dishes, books,  
As we touch we leave our identity. 

"Oh please wherever I go today, 
Help me leave heartprints! 

Heartprints of compassion 
Of understanding and love. 

Heartprints of kindness 
and genuine concern. 

"May my heart touch a lonely neighbor 
Or a runaway daughter, 

Or an anxious mother, 
Or, perhaps, a dear friend! 

"I shall go out today 
To leave heartprints, 

And if someone should say 
"I felt your touch," 

May that one sense be...YOUR LOVE 
Touching through ME." 

 
Poem  by Roni Richardson 

Daily Encounter 
 

There always comes a time for goodbyes.  As many of you know by now, I have been called to serve as 
pastor of North Liberty Church of the Brethren in North Liberty, Indiana near South Bend. I begin there January 
1, 2007.  My leaving Nettle Creek is a bittersweet parting as your pastor of six years. It is a bittersweet time as I 
move on to another adventure, for I will certainly miss you and the community of Hagerstown.   

Life is full of beginnings and endings.  But one always leads to the other.  My parting will lead you into 
an ending and yet a beginning filled with new possibilities—new ways to grow and be in Christ with another 



 2 

pastor.  Likewise, my ending will take me into new paths and experiences.  You will continue on working out 
what it means to be a church in this community.  This may not been an easy journey and there may be some 
bumps still ahead.  I have seen spiritual growth in many of you, and you are to be commended for your 
commitment and faithfulness.  May passion for Christ inflame you to be his witness in the communities here. 

Jesus told his disciples to “remain in his love” and to “love one another.”  He left heartprints wherever 
he went and with whomever he met.  So, as the poem above states, I pray that as you continue your journey that 
you will leave heartprints…the touch of the Savior's hand in all that you do.  I pray that I have left my own 
heartprints as we worked, laughed, cried, and worshiped together.  May God bless you and guide you on your 
journey in Christ. 

In Christ, for Christ, 
Pastor Carol Pfeiffer 

 
Selling Pies and Noodles 
Geneva Davis and Lucille Dilling are seen here at 
Hometown Christmas ready to sell pies and noodles.  
Thanks to all who baked pies for the sale, took their 
turn at the booth, and all the ladies who helped make 
noodles.  – photographer, Laura Nicholson 
 
Disaster Recovery Trip to Slidell Offering 
Ron and Sylvia Hoover and Darrel and Marjorie 
Briar are going back to Slidell, Louisiana with the 
Same United Methodist Church group that went last 
year.  They will be there from January 6 – January 14.  
Each church represented was asked to make a contribution to the project.  They money will only go to purchase 
building materials for the places they work.  The members of the group will pay their own expenses for food, 
lodging, and transportation.   
 
Giving For December 
Average Weekly Offering needed to meet budget……. $1,390.77  
Average Offering for December……………….………..$1,202.04   
December 3…………………………….…………… ……$1,474.10 
December 10……………………………..………… …….$   730.06 
December 17 ……………………………………… ……..$1,752.00 
December 24……………………………………… …….. $   628.00 
December 31………………………………………………$   727.00 
Average Attendance for December…………………47.2 
Other Giving:  Christmas Achievement…………….$75.00 
                          Slidell Mission Trip……………….$264.00 
 
Special Offering Dates 
January 14 – Global Food Crisis February 11- Manchester College March 11- On Great Hour of Sharing 
 
How Offerings are used:  The Global Food Crisis Fund (GFCF) is the primary means by which the Church of the Brethren assists 
hungry people in developing food security programs. Whether your gift is an individual contribution, an ongoing 2¢-a-meal collection 
at the family table, the offering of an entire congregation or camp, or a one-time gift or memorial in honor of a loved one, your support 
of the Global Food Crisis Fund upholds the biblical injunction to put the least and last first and to lift the burden of the oppressed. For 
over 20 years the Global Food Crisis Fund has provided grants totaling upwards of $350,000 annually to send seeds, livestock, and 
tools to help hungry people feed themselves. It invests in small-scale economic development, undergirds efforts to improve diet and 
health practices, champions soil conservation measures, and promotes resources for study and advocacy on hunger issues. The Global 
Food Crisis Fund joins with other programs of the General Board and with ecumenical and community initiatives to live out the call to 
do justice, to help one’s neighbor, and to “draw out your soul to the hungry,” as one translation of Isaiah 58:10 puts it. 
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CBWF (Women’s Fellowship), will meet the 4th Thursday of each month.  Ladies, please plan to join us at 
these fellowship opportunities.  Future meetings are:   
January 7  Sponsor the All Church Birthday Party after church 
January 20             Provide breakfast for the Men of the Church 
February 10  Help with the Annual Sweetheart Dinner 
March 22  Trim Stamps, 6:30 p.m. 
April 26  Speaker:  Gardening Demonstration by Kathy Schwartz, 6:30 p.m. 
May 24  Mother, Daughter, Sister, Friend Salad Buffet, 6:30 p.m. 
 
Worship Leader and Speaker Information for January 
January 7: Marcia Stout  Speaker:  David Shetler Musician:  Lucille Dilling 
January 14: Brad Bowman  Speaker:  David Shetler Musician:  Rita Hilbert 
January 21: Julie Potter  Speaker:  David Shetler Musician:  Lucille Dilling 
January 28: Marjorie Briar  Speaker:  Herschel Murray Musician:  Rita Hilbert 
 
Diaper Pantry 
Donations of diapers and money are being accepted.  Also, save those diaper coupons.  If you 
know someone in need of help with diapers, contact Julie Potter, 765-478-4305 for 
information on signing up to receive diapers. 
 
Wonder & Word Publication From Bethany Theological Seminary 
This publication has many different articles of interest.  Nate Polzin who was pastor at White Branch has an 
article, “Reconciling the Great Divide: Evangelism and Social Justice.”  The publication is on the bulletin board 
by the East entrance.  Check it out. 
 
Congratulations “Citizen of the Year”  
Congratulations to Jodi Johnson who was honored December 12 at the Cambridge 
City Kiwanis Club banquet as “Citizen of the Year.” Jodi was recently featured in the 
Palladium-Item regarding her award.  This is indeed an honor for Jodi.  We all know 
how she never lets any grass grow under her feet and how she has truly helped so many 
people.  Jodi is an asset to Nettle Creek Church of the Brethren in her dedication and 
commitment.  She is always ready to lend a helping hand.  She is certainly deserving of 
the award.  Way to go, Jodi!  Congratulations! 
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Prayer Concerns John and Ruby McCormick and Family 
Terry Poole  Guy Warmoth  Cheryl Oakes  Clova Hollowell Rob Althoff 
Dennis Nicholson Greg Giffen   Laura & Barry Nicholson    Brad Richardson 
Cheryl Oakes  Mark Werking  Lance Nobbe   Jay Burroughs  Gratia Waskom 
John & Sondra Roberts   Dennis & Heather Nicholson 
Home: Mary Werking, Harriet Burroughs, Ruth Crull, Viola Nicholson, Bernetha Davis 
Care Center:  LuFreda Bowman, Margaret Briar 
(Please let Jodi Johnson know if you want someone placed on or removed from the Prayer List.) 
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District News – from The Memo 
God Made Me! He Made Me! - Children’s Book - Alan Flory combines his love for children and his love for 
music in his book, God Made Me! He Made You! Alan lives in North Manchester with his wife, Barbara, who 
is an elementary school principal. Alan worked as a special education teacher and an assistant elementary 
principal for 32 years. During that time, he has also written over fifty contemporary Christian songs and 
performed them in church services and concerts ...He plays the 12-string guitar to accompany the singing of his 
songs.  God Made Me! He Made You! is his first children's book and song that brings together his love for 
kids and music. This book celebrates God's creation of animals and man and their worship of their Lord. 
God Made Me! He Made You! is written for all children and adults who love animals; and, like to sing. 
May this book bring the reader a better understanding of God's relationship to all of us, living in His world. 
If you would like to invite Alan Flory to share his song and his book with your congregation contact him at 260-
982-7846 or alanflory@manchester.edu 
 
Disaster Response Coordinator Needed - The District is looking for someone interested in being the Disaster 
Response Coordinator. Functions include:  
• To build and maintain a disaster response network comprised of Area Coordinators and Local Church 
  Coordinators 
• To recruit volunteers from within the district for disaster response projects. 
• To promote disaster preparedness and mitigation, emphasizing training and planning, especially in disaster- 
prone areas.  
• To increase awareness of ER/SM and the Emergency Disaster Fund with the districts. 
  If you would like to volunteer for this position or would like more detailed information contact the district  
  office. 
 
Camp Mack News  
CROSSWALK, a Young Adults' Retreat for single and married young adults is January 5-7, beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
Friday and concluding at 11:00 a.m. following Sunday's worship. Plan to bring money for a pizza party, your DVD or 
VHS movies, board games, snacks to share and your friends. The cost for this two night/four meal retreat is just $78. 
Enjoy the fellowship, devotions, music and worship with Christians of similar age. Call camp to pre-register. 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS AND PLAN TO ATTEND THE ANNUAL D INNER on Friday evening, February 
23rd for hors d'oeuvres at 6:15 p.m. and the banquet beginning at 7:00 p.m. Watch for details in the January Camp Corner. 
 
CAMP REP MEETING SCHEDULED : Camp Reps, please plan to be at Camp Mack on Saturday, February 10 from 
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Be the guests of Camp for a brunch and then get the scoop on what's planned for this summer! 
 
WEB SITE: Have you received the fall/winter issue of Mackabilia bye-mail? If not, please go to camp's website, 
www.campmack.org, to read it or sign up to receive it via email. Call or write the camp if you need a hard copy mailed 
to you. 
 
Denominational News - taken from CoB Newsline 
Newline is a Church of the Brethren email publication which highlights denominational news.  To receive 
Newsline by e-mail or to unsubscribe, go to http://listserver.emountain.net/mailman/listinfo/newsline. For more 
Church of the Brethren news go to www.brethren.org, click on "News" to find a news feature and a "Brethren 
bit," and links to Brethren in the news, photo albums, and the Newsline archive. Newsline is produced by 
Cheryl Brumbaugh-Cayford, director of news services for the Church of the Brethren General Board, 
cobnews@brethren.org or 800-323-8039 ext. 260. Newsline appears every other Wednesday, with the next 
regularly scheduled Newsline set for Dec. 20; other special issues may be sent as needed. Newsline stories may 
be reprinted if Newsline is cited as the source. For more Church of the Brethren news and features, subscribe to 
"Messenger" magazine, call 800-323-8039 ext. 247.  
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New Campus Pastor to Serve at Manchester College - Steven Crain will serve 
as campus pastor at Manchester College in North Manchester, Ind., beginning 
July 1, 2007. Associate campus chaplain Sonia Smith will serve as interim 
campus pastor Jan. 1 through July 1. Crain will join the Manchester staff after 
completing his work as philosophy faculty member at the University of Saint 
Francis in Fort Wayne. He also has taught at the University of Notre Dame, 
Valparaiso University, University of St. Francis, Washington University, and 
Canterbury High School in Fort Wayne. He holds degrees from Stanford 
University, Fuller Theological Seminary, and the University of Notre Dame, and 
has trained for ministry in the Episcopal Church. He is a member of Beacon 
Heights Church of the Brethren in Fort Wayne, Ind., where he serves on the 
worship team, and has served as a Northern Indiana District Conference delegate. 
He is currently seeking ordination in Northern Indiana District. 
A logo has been chosen for the 2007 Church of the Brethren Annual Conference in Cleveland, Ohio, next 
July. It was created by Becky Goldstein of Boise, Idaho. An interpretation statement in English and Spanish will 
be available soon. The logo represents the theme, "Proclaim the Power of God." 
Belita Mitchell explains her choice of this year’s Annual Conference theme: Throughout my years of service to 
Christ and the Church in our beloved denomination, I have been acutely aware of the tremendous blessing God 
has poured out upon us. We have been endowed with many spiritual gifts. We have been inspired to ministries 
that have been embraced by the ecumenical community. With an evangelistic zeal, we have established 
missions around the world, seeing the fruits of our labor in India, China, Nigeria, Puerto Rico, the Dominican 
Republic, and now Haiti and Brazil. Our newly launched initiative in Sudan is still greater evidence of our 
desire to follow Christ and comply with the Great Commission and the Great Commandment. 

In spite of this entire remarkable mission legacy, we see many congregations in our own country that continue 
to decline in vitality, flounder in vision, and who face difficulty in becoming ethnically and culturally diverse. I 
have heard the voices of many who are asking the questions, "How do we respond to the stumbling blocks that 
stunt our spiritual and numerical growth?" "How do we overcome eroding energy and decreasing hope?" "When 
will we unite with Christ to tear down strongholds and become like the church John saw in Revelation 7:9?" 

These questions and others have guided me through the Scriptures and remained a focal part of my meditations 
on naming a theme for our 221st Annual Conference convening in Cleveland, Ohio, June 30-July 4, 2007. As we 
continue our Together Conversations on Being the Church, I challenge you to join me as we Proclaim the 
Power of God (Psalm 68:34-35). 

I envision exploring and living out this theme not only by our deeds but also by our words. Let us be bold in our 
proclamation of God's power that enables us to tear down barriers which separate us and build bridges that 
connect us in stronger ecumenical partnerships. Proclaim God's power to guide us in effective evangelistic 
outreach, to equip us for intercultural inclusion, to lead us in developing cross congregational relationships and 
to instill within us a life of fervent prayer. 

I believe now is the time for us to become more ethnically diverse, more 
spiritually alive and more united to continue the work of Jesus across the 
United States and around the world. Let us prepare to come together in 
Cleveland celebrating the Power of God in our midst. Start by praying for a 
mighty movement of the Holy Spirit to illumine our hearts and minds to the 
need for changes that will bind us together, strengthen our resolve to 
work for those changes, and inspire us to be open for God to do a new thing 
among the Brethren. – taken from 
http://brethren.org/ac/cleveland/theme.html  


