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July Continuing the Work of Jesus.

2006 Peacefully. Simply. Together.

Carol's Comments “The Pathway”

You showmethe path of life. In your presencethereis fullness of joy; in your right hand are

pleasuresforevermore. Psalm16: 11 NRSV

| love CampMack. | love beingin natureandlisteningto the birds andsmelling the freshair. 1 don’t
like the bugsor the mosquitoeshbut | guesgthat goeswith theterritory. They’re just areminderof how all
God’s creatuesfit into God's createdworld, thoughwhenI’'m bitten I'd like to wish they didn't.

Lastmonth| hadoccasionto be at CampMack for the Women’sRetreatwhere our own Valerie Beeson
Lylesled usin how to “prayerwalk” and“praying overtrash.” We hadsomefreetime, sol setout to checkout
the new addition to the camp,alabyrinth.

| found someinformation on the web which helpsto explain aboutlabyrinthsfor thosewho may not be
familiar with labyrinths http://www.lessons4living.com/labyrinth.htmA
labyrinth is an ancientsymbolthat relatesto wholenesslt combineshe
imageryof the circle and the spiral into a meanderingbut purposefulpath.

ThelLabyrinth representsa journeyto our own centerand backagain outinto
the world. Labyrinthshavelong beenusedas meditationand prayer tools. A
labyrinth is an archetypewith which we can havea direct experience Wecan
walk it. It is a metaphorfor life's journey. It is a symbolthat createsa sacred
spaceand place and takesus out of our egoto "That WhichIs Within."
Labyrinthsand mazeshaveoftenbeenconfused Whenmostpeoplehear of a
labyrinth theythink of a maze A labyrinth is not a maze A mazeis like a
puzzleto be solved. It hastwists, turns, andblind alleys. It is a left brain task
that requireslogical, sequential,analytical activity to find the correct path
into the mazeand out.

A labyrinth hasonly onepath. It is unicursal. Thewayin is the way out. Thereare no blind alleys.The
path leadsyou on a circuitous path to the centerand out again. A labyrinth is a right brain task It involves
intuition, creativity, and imagery. With a mazemanychoicesmustbe madeand an active mind is neededo
solvethe problemof finding the center.With a labyrinth thereis only onechoiceto be made.Thechoiceis to
enteror not. A more passive receptivemindsetis needed.The choiceis whetheror not to walk a spiritual
path. At its mostbasiclevel the labyrinth is a meaphor for the journeyto the centerof your deepesselfand
backout into the world with a broadenedunderstandingof whoyou are.

Thatbeingsaid, | inquired which way it wasto the labyrinth at CampMack. | setout with a couple
otherladies. Oneentersthe labyrinth alonewith a questionandopenmind to be presento God. | starteddown
the grasy pathalone. | walked andwalked. I've experiencedabyrinthsbeforeandthoughtthis wasan



unusuallylong one,but | keptwalking. After walking onthe path,| noticedsomethingup aheadwatchingme
from the brush. It wasadeer. When| gotfairly closeto it, it ran off fartherinto the brushandtrees. | thought
aboutthatdeer. The deerremindedme of how God is alwayswatchingusandthencontinuesto move aheadof
uson the pathwayof life.

Walking alongevenfarther, | thought,“This is the craziestlabyrinth I've everbeenon.” If it wasa
circuitous paththeywere certainly quite largecircles. But | settledinto steadywalking and meditating. Up
ahead nextencountereda groundhogin the middle of the path. It scampereff into the weedsasl
approached.Indeed,God in natureappearedagainremindingme of his care.

Still 1 trudgedalongwonderingmoreandmoreif | hadindeedmissedthe pathto the labyrinth andwas
just on a hiking trail. But my walk did openup my awareness$o God’s care. Next, |
encounteredsomebutterflies which represennewlife. And so, | thoughtabouthow God
continuesthe life cycle andhow what seemdike the endis the beginning. It wasn’tlong after
thatwhen| cameinto a swarmof biting insects. Theywereannoying. That's the way things
arein life. Annoying thingsbite at usanddistractusfrom the path.

I eventuallyfound my way out of the grassypathandbackto the beginning. | still
puzzledaboutthis path. Whenl got backto Campl enquiredaboutthe labyrinth and
discovered hadnot beenin thelabyrinth atall. Isn’t thatthe way life is? We think we’re on
the right path andwe meanderalongwhenwe discoverit’s not the pathwe’re supposedo be

on. We've missedthetrue path. | learnedsomethingeventhoughl wasn'tin the labyrinth. Hence,we cantake
whathappensn our life andlearnsomethingwhetherit’s the pathGod intendedfor usor not. Sometimesve
just missthe connectionor we takea detour. We didn’t hearor understandhe directionswell enoughto find
the path. Or we just stumbledonto what appearedo bethe pathfor which we werelooking. God usesall that
happensn our life for good. | found inspiration on thattrail despitenot beingon the onel intendedto be. And
I look forward to finding the labyrinth the nexttime I'm atcamp,for it’s is areminderof my choiceto walk the
spiritual pathandencouwnter God on that pathway.

In Christ, for Christ,

PastorCarol

Condolences
Our sympathyis extendedo Beverly Nicholsonandherfamily onthe deathof her mother,
Ruth Wilson, on June20 at Reid Hospital. A celebrationof herlife took placeon June24.

Worship Leader

July 2 LauraNicholson

July 9 Brad Bowman

July 16 LelandNicholson

July 23 Lucille Dilling

July 30 HeatherNicholson

Prayer Concerns

Bill DeVinney BrendaGillam GlennBach GenevaDavis
JayBurroughs Howard Davis GratiaWaskom Mark Werking
Don Seibert

Home: Mary Werking, Harriet Burroughs,Ruth Crull, Viola Nicholson,BernethaDavis
CareCenter: LuFredaBowman, MargaretBriar
(Pleasdet PastorCarol or Jodi Johnsorknow if you wantsomeoneplacedon or removedfrom the PrayerList.)

The purpose of prayer is to leave us alone with God. - Leo Baeck




District Conference
District Conferencewill be herebeforewe know it. It is September5-16 at the SalamonieCoB. Marcia Stout
andJeff Bachare our delegateshis year.

Scriptures and Sermon Titles for July

July 2 Scripture: Ezekiel 37:1-14 HerschelMurray — guestspeaker
Sermon: “Dry BonesCanLive Again”
July 9 Scripture:ll Corinthians12: 2-10

Sermon: “From Traumato Growth”

July16 Outdoorworship— weatherpermitting. Bring alawn chairif you like.
Breadand Cup Communion
Scripture: Ephesiandl: 31-14
Sermon: “Are You a Christ Look-alike?”
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July23 Scripture: Mark 6: 30-34; 53-56
Sermon:*JustPlain Average”
July 30 Scripture: John6: 1-21

Sermon: “JesusDoesn’t UseInteractiveVVoice Respons€lVR)”

\ Apply yourself wholly to the text; apply the text wholly to yourself. — John Albrecht Bengel

Giving For June

AverageWeekly Offering neededo meetbudget....... $1,465.29

AverageOffering for June................cooooeieiinn. $1,236.08
Total OfferingforJune............ccoooiiiiiiiiiinne, $4,944.30
JUNBA. .. 642.00
JUNELL. ..o 1,085.00
JUNELB. ... 964.00
JUNE25. .. 944.00
AverageAttendance for June..................... 32.75

Other Giving:

Corn Stand Money includedin Total Offering for June: $1309.30

Thanks Bunches! cl\
A big thanksgoesto all who helpedwith the Nettle Creekcorn standatthe AN

WayneCountyfair. Thanksto thosewho helpedsetup andteardownthe = =
stand,donatedsuppliesandmoney,andworked at the stand. Therewaslots Corn Stanc \
of fun andfellowship. Ask GeneBeesonwhathis nicknamenow is. J - — - —

Camp Mack News

GRANDPARENTS: One Grand Camp opportuni ty is left this summer for grandparentand
grandchildrenages5-10. Datesare August13-15. Signup today.

GOLFERSAND SPONSORShaveyou sentin your registrationform to play and/orsponsor
the golf outing at McCormick CreekGolf Courseat Nappaneeon Saturday August12th?Proceeds
aredesignatedor camperscholarshipsandlandscapingequipment.
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