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June/July  Continuing the Work of Jesus.
2005 Peacefully. Simply. Together.
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Carol's Comments Directionally Challenged
Thereforeeveryonewho hearsthesewords of mine and putstheminto practice s like a wise manwho built his
houseon therock. Matthew 7: 24

| amdirectionally challenged. | cangetlost going aroundthe block. | canlosemy way in a department
store or hospital. When| worked at the Brethren’'sHome for tenweeksduring my seminarytraining, | started
out from my office to makeavisit. | endedup backwherel startedsomehowwithout finding the resident.
Now | canusethe excusethatit is a confusingbuilding, which it is, but | remembemwonderinghow on earthl
could havemadeacircle. Sol tendto askfor directionswhereverl am. I'm nottoo proudto do that, for it
savegime wanderingaroundin circles.

You may haveheardthe story of an elderly Scottishwomanwho wasmaking herway throughthe
countryside. Eachtime shecameto a crossroadshewould tossa stick into the air. Whicheverway the stick
camedown wasthe direction shewent. At oneintersection,however,anold mansawhertossher stick into the
air not once,not twice, but threetimes beforeresumingherjourney.

The old manwascurious. “W hy areyou throwing your stick like that?” he asked.

Shesquintedandreplied,“I'm letting God direct my journey by usingthis stick.”

“Then why did you throughit threetimes?” askedthe curiousold man.

“Because,’shesaid,” the first two times He waspointing mein the wrong direction.”

Sometimeswe feel like throwing the stick up in the air overandoverlike the old Saottish woman. We
don't like thedirection of our lives. We don't like the direction of our jobs. We don't like the direction of our

church. You nameit. We becomefrustratedandfeel like throwing a stick especially
whenthingsdon’t seemto be going the way WE wantit to. Oftentimeswe evenwantto
V\ @ ’ force the direction...determinewhich way thingswill go. And, manytimesthatmeans
we areevenleaving God out of the picture. Oh, we saywe’re following God, like the old
woman,but we’re following our own way andwantsandnot what God sayswe need.
Direction canbe hardto determine,of course

Sohow do we discernthe direction God wantsusto go? It takesalot of prayer. Individual and
corporateprayer. Whenwe saywe are a praying church,we oughtto seepeoplegettingtogetherto pray
together. For “where two or threearegatheredogethertheream| in the midst,” saysJesus. Thereis powerin
numbers. Thereis powerin prayers.

DebraK. Farringtonsaysin Hearing with the Heart: A Gentle Guideto Discerning God’s Will for Your
Life that“If you’re more comfortablemakingthe decisions,you might try to rushGod or tell him whatto do
ratherthanlisten patiently andattentively. And if you're a personwho likes openoptions,you might find it
hardto settleon a courseof actionthat eliminatesotherpossibilities,evenwhenyou’ve heardGod clearly with
your heart” (p. 175) Discernmentalsocomesfrom beingin the Word...really study God’s messageo
us...testingour decisionswith God’s Word.
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