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Carol's Comments “Vanilla or Tiger Paw With Sprinkles”
John10:10...I havecomethat theymayhavelife, and haveit to the full.

| amthinking aboutice cream. Theice creamshopin town just openedagainundernew management.
Yes, I've beentherealready. But | didn't getchocolate,my favorite. | gotvanilla. Actually, vanilla is the
numberoneselling ice creamaccordingto polls. Chocolatecomesin secondplace | like ice cream. My
personalfavorite, though,is probablychocolatealmondor mint chocolatechip. (Are you surprised?) When
Bob andI goto anice creamparlor that haslots of flavors, | usually stick to my favoritesthoughit may take me
along time to decide.Vanilla just doesn’tseemto haveenoughflavor for me.

| thoughtl'd take alook at somedifferent flavor nameson the internet,and| found these“conservative”
flavors from Star Spangledce Creamwebsite.Therel discoveredsuchnamesasKerryBerry, Choc& Awe,
Iragi Road,Governmint,Praleto the Chief andothers. On anothersite | found
WisconsinCherry CheesecakandCherry Almond. Kids tendto like Supermaror
bubblegumflavors. Not me. | neverdid like thoseexotic flavors. Give mea
chocolateconeor onethat hassomechocolatein it any day.Cherry Cordial will do just
finetoo. (It haschocolatein it). We evenhavedifferent typesof conesin which to put
our ice cream: cakecones,sugarcones,waffle cones. Or you canjust getyourice
creamin adish.

Goingto anice shopcanbe anadventuren itself in trying to decidewhat flavor to choose—so many
choices. I've often changedmy mind from onechocolatechoiceto another. And then| still haveto choosethe
kind of cone! You might saythat| play it safewith flavor—the familiar.

What doesice creamhaveto do with God? Whenwe walk into anice creamparlor we are confronted
with somanychoices. In our life of faith we are confrontedwith the challengeor adventureto grow in Christ.

It canbe dauntingto figure out how to go aboutstrengtheningour faith. Someof ustake our growthin Christ
seriouslyandare opento different experiencego stretchus. Othersof uslike to play it safewith the samekind
of servicesprograms,or devotionallife. Or we could saywe like to play it safewith just havinga vanilla or
chocolateconefaith.

In this Lentenseasonyve needto reflect uponwhat kind of spiritual peoplewe are: vanilla in aplain
coneor doublescooptiger pawin awaffle conewith sprinkles. DoesChrist, our Lord, bring “life” to usor not?
Are we playingit safein our faith not thinking aboutour experienceandnot exploring opportunitiesto grow in
newways? | praythatduring this seasorof Lent thatwe will eachexamineour lives andseeif we areindeed
living the“abundantlife.” Jesuscamesothatwe might havelife and haveit to the full (John10:10). If faith
feelsdull, lifeless, plain like vanilla, thenmaybeit's time to let God surpriseus with a new “flavor” to life.
Maybewe needto review our life of faith andnotice whereGod hasputin somesprinklesof life but we were
too busytoo notice. Or maybewe needto openourselvesup to receivea burstof the Holy Spirit in eachof us.




The spiritual life canbe contagiouswvhenwe allow God’s spirit to enlivenus, to stretchus, to meetusin those
holy encounterseachday. So,whatwill it be: vanilla or doubledip tiger pawin awaffle cone?

In Christ, for Christ,

PastorCarol M. Pfeiffer

A Thank You from the Youth

The youth of the churchwould like to thankeverybody for their attendanceo the Valentine AN
Banquet. Theyserved112mealsandmadea profit of $873.00. Your supportwasgreatly

appreciated.

World Day of Prayer
ChurchWomenUnited is sponsoringthe World Day of Prayeron Saturday, March 5 at the UCC church at
9:30a.m. Rev.SueCarteewill speakon“Let Your Light Shine.” Nurseryprovided. Everyonewelcome.

Mennonite Mutual Aid

The MennoniteMutual Aid SharingFundsprovided $50.00in matchingfundsto supportspecialneedsin our
churchlastyear. DeeReneauservesasthe MMA advocaten our congregation. Brochuresareavailableon the
tablein the EastSundaySchoolClassroom.

Opportunities for Growth
x Mission Alive 2005 a national missionsconferencewill take placeApril 1-3, 2005at Goshen Indiana.
“This will bea gatheringof a broadcrosssectionof the church,including pastors,youngpeople,
congregationabnddistrict boardmembers SundaySchoolteacherspoth
former and prospectivemissionariesand missionsupporters. It would be great
to haveeverycongregatiorrepresented, 5aysthe SteeringCommittee.
SharingGod’s Good News hasboth local andinternationaldimensions. The
conferenceseeksto empowerboth the congregation’sole in its community
andthe whole denominations’role in internationalmission. SeeDee Reneauor Pastor Carol for a
brochure. Registrationcostis $50.00until March 15, and$60.00after this deadline. Participationin
segmentf the programis alsoinvited. On-line registrationis availableat the Mission Alive 2005page
of www.brethren.org
x Building Healthy Congregations: Equipping Conflict Transformation Teamsis a Ministry of
ReconciliationWorkshopfor PastorsandShalomD & R TeamMembers. The workshopwill take place
at New Windsor ConferenceCenter,New Windsor, Maryland, April 3-8. Registrationfees varies
dependingon the sectionsof the workshopthat peoplewill be attending. Brochuresare availableon the
bulletin board.
x Brimming With Worship: Celebrating Music and the Arts in Worship is a
part of BethanyTheological Seminary’scentennialcelebration.This conference

is for churchleaderswho areinterestedn enhancingthe worship experiences T —
of their congregationsandtheir own understandig of the role of musicandthe 12:28
artsin worship. Keynotespeakersre Sally Morgenthaler,“Is ThereWorship vl bl
After Contemporary?"JamesAbbington, “Worship asRitual and Lifestyle” o &5 S
DenaPenceFrantz“Birds andFlames:Occasiondor God's Presence” Other B i
leadershigncludes:MelissaDelman, ZachNoffsinger Erbaugh,Nancy Faus, i the s

1 Warship

Karen Ander Francis,CharlesH. Goehring,Matt Guynn,JosephHelfrich, Judy
Hollandsworth, TaraHornbacker,Brian Messler,JoycePetry,Frank Ramirez,

Mary Ellen Sellars,JonatharShively, and RebeccaSlough.The conferencewill

take placeFriday -Sunday, April 8-10 at the Richmond Church of the Brethren, Richmond,
Indiana. Registration is $99.00for commuters, the first personin the congregation to register.



Additional personsare $69.00. If youwould like to attendseeBrad Bowman or Pastor Carol for a
registrationform. Late fee of $30.00chargedafter March 8.

X Cross Cultural Worship, Saturday, April 23,2005will beheldatthe

Eaton Church of the Brethren, 6:30 p.m. locatedat 1407 N. Barron Street,
Eaton,Ohio. Joinfor prayersmusic,testimoniesfrom the faithful heritagesof
our Haitian, African-American, Indian, Mexican, PuertoRican, Dominican and
Anglo BrothersandSisters. SpecialGuestis the GospelChoir, First Church of
the Brethren,Harrisburg,Pennsylvania.For further information contactDuane
Grady, Congregationalife Team1-800-505-1596 or
dgrady_gb@brethren.org

Friends of Timbercrest

If youwould like to join “Friends of Timbercrest” (formerly the Auxiliary), duesare$3.00annuallyor $40.00
for alifetime membership. Timbercrestis our Retirementhomelocatedat North Manchester|ndiana. The
duesareusedfor non-budgetedtemsat Timbercrest. Pastprojectsinclude rocking chairsfor the healthcare,
VCR projector,courtyardgazebgust to nameafew. SeeDeeReneauo be a memberof “Friends of
Timbercrest.”

Lenten Suppers Continue
< , Our LentenSupperswill continueon thesedates:March 2,9, and16 at6:00 p.m. We will
havea soupandfellowship andthenmoveinto atime of informal worship. If you havenot
attendedone,thereis still time to comeandsharetogether.

AN

Baby Dedication, Baptisms and Transfer of Membership

Palm Sunday, March 20 Ella Nicholsonwill be dedicatedby her parents Heatherand DennisNicholson.
Immediatelyfollowing worshipwe will receiveby letter of transferLauraNicholsonandGenevaDavis. By
baptismswe will receiveinto our congregationHoward Davis, HeatherNicholson,Barry Nicholson,and Joy
Klein.

Community Good Friday Serviceto be Held at Nettle Creek Church of the Brethren

The Nettle CreekMinisterial Associationis holding the Community Good Friday Serviceat Nettle
CreekChurchof the Brethren. It will beginat noon. Pastor Tom Triggs from SugarGrove
Community Churchwill bring the message.Scriptureandsongwill help usreflect uponthe day
Christwascrucified.

Love Feast

Our Love Feastwill be held on Maundy Thursday,March 25at 7:00 p.m. In Love Feastwe examineour
heartsand confessour sins, participatein feetwashingsharethe commonmeal,andreceivecommunion. All
arewelcometo attend. If youwould like to observe feel free to comeandworshipwith usin this meaningful
serviceof rememberingour Lord.

Easter Sunrise Service

=~ TheNettle CreekChurchof the BrethrenYouth will present‘Easter...theMystery andthe Promise”
w for our Sunriseservicebeginningat 7:00 a.m. Comesharein this inspiring serviceandremainfor
A\ breakfastfterwards.
\'g
N Congratulations on 65" Wedding Anniversary
Ruby andJohnMcCormackcelebratectheir 65" weddinganniversaryon Februaryl7.




.March Birthdays

2 Lisa Briar
7 Otis Johnson
7 Jeff Stout

8 CharlesPaddock,Chris Tremps

9 Amy Meyer

12 Bob Bullock

13 Mark Werking, Matthew Beeson Helen Wieseke
14 Linda PattersonRichardLyles

17  PastorCarol Pfeiffer

18  JasonSchmittler

26  DannyMcMillian

27  Kaitlyn Lyles

28  Claire Lester,Cybil Homes

Continuing to Pray for...

*Linda Stearns(SueHouse’sdaughter) *Ruby House (Bill House’s mother)
Eloise Beeson Harriet Burroughs Bob Klein JaneBriar
Jonah Schmittler Cliff & Mary JaneRenaker

Home: Mary Werking, RaymondHoover, Viola Nicholson, Ruth Crull,
CareCenter: LuFredaBowman, BernethaDavis

Giving For February

AverageOffering neededmonthly to meetbudget.......................... $1,465.29
AverageOffering lastfour (4) SUNAAY'S........ccveiviiiiiiiiii e $1,075.76
NS0, .. $1,679.26
FEDOB ... e e $ 873.00
O LS $1,240.00
FED20 .. $ 510.77
Feb27.....coiiiii Not availableat press..........
Health Kits offering (above& beyondoffering) ...................o.oooeniis $ 525.00
Penniedfrom Heaven (above & beyondoffering)

sentto EmergencyDisasterRelief.............ccocccoiviiiiii $ 256.80
AverageAttendancefor February...........ooooiiiiiiiiii 57

Denominational News— Keeping Informed

x Unique workcamp joins Don Vermilyea on his walk—Still looking for aworkcamp? Seniorhigh
youth andadvisorsareencouragedo join Don Vermilyea on his Walk AcrossAmerica ashe spreadshe
church’smessagef continuingthe work of Jesus—peacefully,simply, together. This workcamptakes
placeJune270-July 2, endingin Peoria,lllinois. For moredetailscontactthe Youth/YoungAdult
Ministries office at 800-323-8039or cobyouth _gb@brethren.org

X Young Adult Conferencesetfor Memorial Day weekend—The 2005 Young Adult Conferencewill
be held at CampWoodlandAltars in Southen Ohio, May 27-29. the theme,“Provoking One Anotherin
Love andGood Deeds,”is basedon Hebrews10:34. the weekendwill befilled with worship, music,
andfellowship. ShawnKirchner andJoseptHilfrich will leadmusic. Becky Ullom andWalt Wiltschek
will coordinateworship. Preachersnclude Margo Miller andCliff Kindy. Forinformation call the
Youth/Young Adult Ministry office, 800-323-88039,ext. 289.




Camp Mack

X

Don’'t missthe April 1 Discountdatefor registeringfor summercamp. Pleaseturnin your
completedregistrationforms andyour shareof the fee to your CampRepresentativdy Easter
Sunday,March 27. The $2000 discountofferedfor many

campsendsApril 1. After thatdatecamperswill be

acceptedor thefull fee.

Volunteers are needed! All availableadultsareinvited to
our VolunteerWork Camps:March 21-23 and April 25-27.
Call the Campat 574-658-4831to volunteer. No charge.

Mother/Daughter Weekendis April 9-10. Togetheryou

may makesoap,createsoy candles,makechurchdolls, weavebasketsmakea windowsill garden
andenjoy manyotheractivities. Fee: $120for motheranddaughter $55 eachfor additional
daughtersor grandma.

80" Anniversary Celebration: The grandcelebmtion eventfor Camp's80™ yearin ministry is
May 1. All congregationsareinvited to join togetherthat dayfor worshipin QuinterMiller
Auditorium at 10:30a.m. Joy Young Switzer, new Presidentof ManchesteiCollegewill bethe
guestspeaker. The restored RoseWindow will be dedicated. Activities for all ageswill follow a
soupandsandwichluncheon. The daywill culminatewith a 3:00 p.m. campfire,including kettle
popcorn,andvespersat 3:30 p.m. We hopeall Indianacongregationsill fill Quinter-Miller on
May 1.

Quite Place Quote: Godis alwaysat home. It is wewho havegoneout for a walk. —Meister
Eckhart
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