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March  Continuing the Work of Jesus. 
                   2005  Peacefully.  Simply.  Together. 

 
Carol’s Comments    “Vanilla or Tiger Paw With Sprinkles”  
John 10:10 …I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.  
 I am thinking about ice cream.  The ice cream shop in town just opened again under new management.  
Yes, I’ve been there already.  But I didn’t get chocolate, my favorite.  I got vanilla. Actually, vanilla is the 
number one selling ice cream according to polls.  Chocolate comes in second place. I like ice cream.  My 
personal favorite, though, is probably chocolate almond or mint chocolate chip. (Are you surprised?)  When 
Bob and I go to an ice cream parlor that has lots of flavors, I usually stick to my favorites though it may take me 
a long time to decide. Vanilla just doesn’t seem to have enough flavor for me.  
 I thought I’d take a look at some different flavor names on the internet, and I found these “conservative” 
flavors from Star Spangled Ice Cream website. There I discovered such names as KerryBerry, Choc & Awe, 
Iraqi Road, Governmint, Prale to the Chief and others.  On another site I found 
Wisconsin Cherry Cheesecake and Cherry Almond.  Kids tend to like Superman or 
bubble gum flavors. Not me.  I never did like those exotic flavors.  Give me a 
chocolate cone or one that has some chocolate in it any day. Cherry Cordial will do just 
fine too.  (It has chocolate in it). We even have different types of cones in which to put 
our ice cream:  cake cones, sugar cones, waffle cones.  Or you can just get your ice 
cream in a dish.   
 Going to an ice shop can be an adventure in itself in trying to decide what flavor to choose—so many 
choices.  I’ve often changed my mind from one chocolate choice to another.  And then I still have to choose the 
kind of cone!  You might say that I play it safe with flavor—the familiar. 
 What does ice cream have to do with God?  When we walk into an ice cream parlor we are confronted 
with so many choices.  In our life of faith we are confronted with the challenge or adventure to grow in Christ. 
It can be daunting to figure out how to go about strengthening our faith.   Some of us take our growth in Christ 
seriously and are open to different experiences to stretch us.  Others of us like to play it safe with the same kind 
of services, programs, or devotional life.  Or we could say we like to play it safe with just having a vanilla or 
chocolate cone faith.   
 In this Lenten season, we need to reflect upon what kind of spiritual people we are:  vanilla in a plain 
cone or double-scoop tiger paw in a waffle cone with sprinkles.  Does Christ, our Lord, bring “life” to us or not?  
Are we playing it safe in our faith not thinking about our experience and not exploring opportunities to grow in 
new ways?  I pray that during this season of Lent that we will each examine our lives and see if we are indeed 
living the “abundant life.”  Jesus came so that we might have life and have it to the full  (John 10:10).  If faith 
feels dull, lifeless, plain like vanilla, then maybe it’s time to let God surprise us with a new “flavor” to life.  
Maybe we need to review our life of faith and notice where God has put in some sprinkles of life but we were 
too busy too notice.  Or maybe we need to open ourselves up to receive a burst of the Holy Spirit in each of us.   
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The spiritual life can be contagious when we allow God’s spirit to enliven us, to stretch us, to meet us in those 
holy encounters each day.   So, what will it be:  vanilla or double-dip tiger paw in a waffle cone? 
In Christ, for Christ, 
Pastor Carol M. Pfeiffer 
 
A Thank You from the Youth 
The youth of the church would like to thank everybody for their attendance to the Valentine 
Banquet.  They served 112 meals and made a profit of $873.00.  Your support was greatly 
appreciated. 
 
World Day of Prayer 
Church Women United is sponsoring the World Day of Prayer on Saturday, March 5 at the UCC church at 
9:30 a.m.  Rev. Sue Cartee will speak on “Let Your Light Shine.”  Nursery provided.  Everyone welcome. 
 
Mennonite Mutual Aid  
The Mennonite Mutual Aid Sharing Funds provided $50.00 in matching funds to support special needs in our 
church last year.  Dee Reneau serves as the MMA advocate in our congregation.  Brochures are available on the 
table in the East Sunday School Classroom. 
 
Opportunities for Growth  

�x Mission Alive 2005, a national missions conference, will take place April 1-3, 2005 at Goshen, Indiana.  
“This will be a gathering of a broad cross-section of the church, including pastors, young people, 

congregational and district board members, Sunday School teachers, both 
former and prospective missionaries, and mission supporters.  It would be great 
to have every congregation represented,” says the Steering Committee.  
Sharing God’s Good News has both local and international dimensions.  The 
conference seeks to empower both the congregation’s role in its community 

and the whole denominations’ role in international mission.  See Dee Reneau or Pastor Carol for a 
brochure.  Registration cost is $50.00 until March 15, and $60.00 after this deadline.  Participation in 
segments of the program is also invited.  On-line registration is available at the Mission Alive 2005 page 
of www.brethren.org.  

�x Building Healthy Congregations: Equipping Conflict Transformation Teams is a Ministry of 
Reconciliation Workshop for Pastors and Shalom D & R Team Members.  The workshop will take place 
at New Windsor Conference Center, New Windsor, Maryland, April 3-8.  Registration fees varies 
depending on the sections of the workshop that people will be attending.  Brochures are available on the 
bulletin board.   

�x Brimming With Worship :  Celebrating Music and the Arts in Worship  is a 
part of Bethany Theological Seminary’s centennial celebration. This conference 
is for church leaders who are interested in enhancing the worship experiences 
of their congregations and their own understanding of the role of music and the 
arts in worship.  Keynote speakers are Sally Morgenthaler, “Is There Worship 
After Contemporary?” James Abbington, “Worship as Ritual and Lifestyle” 
Dena Pence Frantz “Birds and Flames: Occasions for God’s Presence”   Other 
leadership includes: Melissa Delman, Zach Noffsinger Erbaugh, Nancy Faus, 
Karen Ander Francis, Charles H. Goehring, Matt Guynn, Joseph Helfrich, Judy 
Hollandsworth, Tara Hornbacker, Brian Messler, Joyce Petry, Frank Ramirez, 
Mary Ellen Sellars, Jonathan Shively, and Rebecca Slough. The conference will 
take place Friday -Sunday, April 8-10 at the Richmond Church of the Brethren, Richmond, 
Indiana.  Registration is $99.00 for commuters, the first person in the congregation to register.  
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