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   May Continuing the Work of Jesus. 
                   2005  Peacefully.  Simply.  Together. 

 
Carol’s Comments     

Faith Escapes A Rebel 
There is no fear in love.  But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment.  The one who 
fears is not made perfect in love.  I John 4:18 
 
 Faith Escapes A Rebel. F-E-A-R.  Fear.  What an acronym!  There is probably something better, but this 
is what came to me.  I’ve been noticing a lot of fear lately.  Yes, fear in the church has been observed.  We all are 
prone to it.  No one escapes fear at some point.  If you sit down and reflect about how much fear there is, you 
won’t have much trouble finding any.  We hear fear all the time in the news.  Fear over our safety in the 
neighborhood and the world.  Fear for our loved ones who are in the military.  Fear over a difficult exam 
approaching. Fear about making decisions.  Fear about being alone.  Fear about aging.  Fear about ending a 
relationship.  Fear about our health. Fear about a diagnosis.  Fear about death.  Fear about lack of church growth. 
Fear over our church finances.  Fear about our future.  Attend any church board meeting or council meeting and 
you will hear fear.  Fear lurks everywhere.  It drives us.  There is healthy fear, of course, to protect us when we are 
in danger, but mostly fear zaps our energy and our faith.  Hence, I came up with the acronym:  Faith Escapes A 
Rebel.  
 What am I talking about?  When we are in the midst of fear we are not exercising faith.   Faith escapes us.  

We rebel, so to speak, at circumstances or situations, and so we are rebels.  Often times we 
cannot control what is going on in our lives, and so we become anxious and fearful.  But 
also, there are things we can control but find ourselves enveloped in fear.  Fear of what 
others will think, fear of failure, fear of rejection, fear of criticism.  Fear of risking new 
opportunities or programs. 
 Where is faith during this time?  Faith and fear are at opposite ends of the 
continuum.   They are like oil and water. They don’t mix together.  Fear tends to be 

rebellious against faith.  Fear wants to win out.  And so we may find ourselves dwelling on fear rather than faith.  
And when we do dwell on fear, faith escapes us.   
 There are many scriptures that direct us toward faith rather than fear. “So do not fear, for I am with you; do 
not be dismayed, for I am your God” Isa. 41:11.   “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by 
name; you are mine” Isa. 43:1b. “Fear not,” the angels said.  “Be not afraid,” Jesus says many times.  “There is no 
fear in love” I John 4:18. 
 Jesus was about love, not fear.  He meets us in our fears.  He is with us always.  It almost seems easier for 
us to fear than to exercise faith.  What is the payoff for us to fear rather than to have faith?  We must get something 
out of fear that we continue to remain in it. Perhaps fear allows us to avoid making decisions. Perhaps fear 
prevents us from getting involved.  Whatever the payoff may be, fear freezes us, and hence we cannot act with 
clear minds.  We cannot make appropriate decisions while swirling in fear. 
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 Love, on the other hand, triumphs over fear and strengthens our faith.  Love is more powerful than fear, 
because God is love.  That’s why Jesus came—to teach us about God’s love and that we no longer need to live in 
fear whatever that fear may be.   
 Do we ever pray to have fear?  Most likely not.  But we do pray for love…to be made more loving…to be 
filled with God’s love for others…to love as he loves.  When we focus on love, fear scatters.  “Perfect love drives 
[casts] out fear.”  Fear cannot stand to be in the presence of love.  Fear will always be a part of our human 
existence, but we don’t have to succumb to it.  Love, too, is present in our human existence.  And Love can rule 
our hearts when we open ourselves to Love—God’s love for us.   
 When fear knocks on the door, don’t answer it.  When fears do mount, do like a golfer does and look for 
the opening in the trees, rather than looking at the trees.  Look for the solution, and do not focus on the problem.  
Look to God to bring wisdom and discernment.  Look to Love which walks with us through the problem to the 
opening of faith.  Let us live with an abundance of Love, which strengthens our faith.   
 In Christ, for Christ, 
 Pastor Carol Pfeiffer 
 
New Members 
On Palm Sunday we took into membership by transfer of letter and baptism six persons:  Geneva and Howard 
Davis, Barry and Laura Nicholson, Joy Klein, and Heather Nicholson.  Be sure to get acquainted with them.  
You will find each one a delight.  We praise God for their presence in our community of faith. 
 
May Friendship Breakfast 

The May Friendship Breakfast will be held at our church on Saturday, May 7 at 9:00 a.m.  We 
need fruit and nut breads or little muffins for the breakfast.  Please See Beverly Nicholson or 
Carol Goar if you can donate some.  The speaker will be Whitney Mays from Hope House in 

Richmond.  The Thrift Shop, Carol Bullock and all the helpers will be honored for 10 years of 
service.  We hope everyone will come. 

 
May Smorgasbord – Food, Food, Food! 
Our Smorgasbord will be sponsored by the Women’s Fellowship.  .It will be held May 14, 4:00-7:00 p.m.  Plan to 
help.  There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the East Classroom for donations. Hot foods, salads and 
desserts will be served.  Yum!  Plan to come eat.   
 
Graduates 
High School graduates:  Rebecca Bach, daughter of Jeff and Ann Bach.  She will be attending the Chicago 
School of Art in the fall.   
 
College graduates:  Carrie Potter, daughter of Jay and Julie Potter.  Carrie graduates from 
Indiana University, Bloomington with a degree in Apparel Merchandise on May 7.  She will 
be starting her job on July 11 with Carson-Perie & Scott a division of Sacks Fifth Avenue in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
 
Jayme Robin Brandenburg , daughter of the late Joy Brandenburg, and granddaughter of 
Harriet Burroughs and the late Robert Burroughs.  Jayme graduates from the University of 
Indiana.  Jayme has aspirations to be a lawyer. 
 
Seminary graduate: Ann Bach graduates from Bethany Theological Seminary, Richmond, Indiana on May 7 
with a Masters of Divinity degree. 
 
Ann Bach’s Seminary Graduation Worship Service 

You are invited to Ann Bach’s graduation worship service to be held May 7, 2:00 p.m. at 
Richmond Church of the Brethren.  Ann is graduating from Bethany Theological 
Seminary with a Masters in Divinity.  We congratulate Ann on her accomplishment. She is 
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in the process of discernment for her next steps. Richmond Church of the Brethren is located at 1 SW 17th Street, 
Richmond, Indiana.   
 
Graduation Reception 
You are cordially invited to Rebecca Bach and Ann Bach’s graduation reception, May 21, 3:00-5:00 p.m. at 
Bethany Theological Seminary Gathering Room.   
 
Mother -Daughter Salad To Be Held 
Our Mother-Daughter Salad will be held May 18 at 6:00 p.m. at the church.  Please bring a Salad or Dessert and 
table service.  Also bring your mother, sister, aunts, cousins and/or friends.  R.S.V.P. to Kathy Denney. 
 
Let’s Get Together for Scrap booking and Card Making ! 
Be sure and mark your calendar for Sunday, May 22, 2005 for card making and stamping 
following our worship service.  We will meet in the basement.  Lunch will be provided.  If you 
have stamping and card making supplies, please bring them.  If not, there will be plenty of 
supplies for everyone to use.  Hope to see you on the 22nd for fun, food and fellowship.  
Everyone is welcome!!! 
 
Thank You 
Thanks to all for the encouraging words, prayers, and get well cards during my stay in Reid Hospital.  It is good to 
be home.   – Eloise Beeson 
 
Attention!  All Women of the South Central Indiana District Church of the Brethren  

Please mark your calendar for June 9-11, 2005 for Women’s Camp.  The speaker will be Sara St. Clair, 
“Which Path Do I Take?”  Join other women from the district at Camp Mack for a fun and spirit-
filled retreat.  Lodging is in Sarah Major Lodge and cabins (each sleep 10 campers).  Fees:  Full-
time: $80.00; Part-time: $50.00 (1 night and 2 days). Registration forms are on the shelf at the 

back of the sanctuary.  Registration forms are due May 13. 
 

Youth Alert!  
Sunday, May 15 from 3:00-5:00 p.m. there will be a District Youth Spring Event held at Kokomo CoB.  
Activities include volleyball, ping pong, four square.  Snacks and beverages will be available.  All junior and 
senior highs are invited to attend.  Get to know other youth in our district.  For more information call Mike or 
Kelly at 765-998-2810. 
 
Prayer Concerns 
*Otis Johnson *Beth Stone  Gary Stout  Eloise Beeson  Ruth Stout  
Harriet Burroughs Linda Stearns  Barbara Beard  Don Seibert  Bob Klein  
Carl Lang 
Homebound and Care Centers: Mary Werking, LuFreda Bowman, Bernetha Davis 
 
May Birthdays  

1 Sally Schmittler     31 David Stout 
3       Diane Andrew, Stacie Mendenhall 
6 Jacob Burroughs 
8       Darin Briar 
16  Brent McCormack 
17  Gene Beeson, Krista Swoveland, Joy Jaske 
18  Cinda Howell 
21  Marjorie Briar 
22  Krista Hollenberg 
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Giving for Apr il  
Average Offering needed monthly to meet budget…………………. $1,465.29  
Average Offering for the month of April……………………………$ 1,371.05 
April 3…………………………………………………………………..$1,040.00  
April 10……………………………………………………… ................$1,781.22 
April 17…………………………………………………… ……………$   742.97   
April  25………………………………………………………………… $1,920.00 
Special Offering Timbercrest:  $32.04 
 
Camps: 
Church of the Brethren Camp Living Waters RV Camp 

This camp will be held at River City Ministry Campground, 6220 S.  80 W, South Whitley, Indiana 
46787. Dates for the camp are Friday-Sunday, June 24, 25, 26, 2005.  Camp Directors are Wayne and 
Reva Disinger.  To contact them call (765) 564-2277.  Each family will furnish their own tent, trailer 
or RV.  For more information see the bulletin board. 
 

Family Colony Camp at Camp Alexander Mack 
Would you like to spend a family oriented weekend of fellowship at beautiful Camp Mack on the shores of Lake 
Waubee?  Colony Camp is different than any other camp! To join in the fun of Colony Camp, experiencing the 
planned activities or just going at your own pace, just pack up your tent or Recreational Vehicle and head for 
Waubee Lake.  There will be some cabins available if you prefer.  Bring your own bedding, clothing, and food.  
Pre-registration is very much appreciated for those planning to attend, especially for those needing a cabin.  Please 
note that because of some changes with the septic system in the softball field, RV parking will be in designated 
areas.  Activities include a variety of activities i.e. boating, sailing, swimming, fishing, volleyball, nature walks, 
crafts, kid games, along with singing and worshipping together.  Camp date is August 19-21 (Friday -Saturday).  
Fees:  $35.00; $15.00 for each additional adult (after two) with a family.  For further information contact Camp 
Mack at (574) 658-4831 or e-mail campmack@npcc.net.  Information is also on the bulletin board. 
 
Christian Recording Artists Coming to Richmond 
Christian recording artists Daniel’s Window  is coming to Richmond to the Kuhlman Center at the Wayne County 
Fairgrounds, Saturday, July 30 at 7:30 p.m.  All proceeds benefit Habitat for Humanity of Greater Richmond.  
Advance tickets are as low as $10.00.  For more information, contact Pastor Brian Derrer, First English Lutheran 
Church, (765) 962-5773, ext. 226 or bderrer@insightbb.com  

A gathering hosted by the historic peace churches, held in partnership with the 
Plowshares Peace Studies Collaborative  

Sept. 8-11, 2005 — Indianapolis, Indiana 

“Seeking Peace: The Courage to be Nonviolent”  

A multi-faceted and intergenerational gathering, the conference will provide opportunities to build mentoring 
relationships and explore practical and intellectual approaches to peace and peacemaking for members and friends 
of the Church of the Brethren, Mennonite Church USA and The Society of Friends. (Please note:  This conference 
is also being held as the Christian Peacemaker Teams/Every Church a Peace Church bi-annual Peacemaker 
Congress.) 

The conference will :  

�x Feed the soul of the peacemaker by providing practical resources.  
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�x Energize the peacemaker through worship and workshops.  
�x Build up the communities of peacemakers by providing a place to share stories and to create networks.  
�x Help us better understand the current powers and principalities and build affinity networks in the struggle 

to change them.  
�x Address issues of peace and justice and how to maintain a healthy peace witness and community.  

Topics and Themes: 

§ Thoughts and preparation for long-term work  
§ History of the Peace Churches and Peace movements  
§ Alliances, long term assets and energy  
§ Healthy peacemaking communities based in knowledge, connections and relationships  
§ New realities and perspectives  
§   The work of principalities and powers  
§   Media  
§   Consumerism  

Mother’s Day Humor - Top Ten Sayings of Biblical Mothers 

10. Samson!  Get your hand out of that lion.  You don’t know where it’s been. 
9. I told you not to play in the house with that sling!  Go practice your harp.  We pay good money for 

those lessons, David! 
8. Now don’t wander around the countryside, Abraham.  Get home in time for supper. 
7. Cain! Stop harassing your brother!  You’re going to kill him someday. 
6. No, you can’t keep them, Noah!  I told you, don’t bring home any more strays. 
5. Use this stick if you want to play war, Joshua.  Only God could use a trumpet to win a battle! 
4. You must learn to swim, Peter, or you will need to be able to walk on water! 
3. James and John!  No more burping contests at the table, please.  People are going to call you the 

sons of thunder!  
2. Judas!  Have you been in my purse again? 
1.   Go and shut that door, Jesus!  Do you think you were born in a barn? 
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