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Carol's Comments

Faith EscapesA Rebel
Thereis no fear in love. But perfectlove drivesout fear, beausefear hasto do with punishment. The one who
fearsis not madeperfectin love. | John 4:18

Faith EscapesA Rebel.F-E-A-R. Fear. Whatanacronyml Thereis probablysomethingbetter, but this
is whatcameto me. I've beennoticing alot of fearlately. Yes,fearin the churchhasbeenobserved. We all are
proneto it. No oneescapesgear atsomepoint. If you sit down andreflect abouthow muchfearthereis, you
won’'t havemuchtroublefinding any. We hearfear all thetime in the news. Fearover our safetyin the
neighborhoodandtheworld. Fearfor our loved oneswho arein the military. Fearoveradifficult exam
approaching Fearaboutmaking decisions. Fearaboutbeingalone. Fearaboutaging. Fearaboutendinga
relationship. Fearaboutour health.Fearabouta diagnosis. Fearaboutdeath. Fearaboutlack of churchgrowth.
Fearover our churchfinances. Fearaboutour future. Attend any churchboardmeetingor council meetingand
youwill hearfear. Fearlurks everywhere. It drivesus. Thereis healthyfear, of course,to protectuswhenwe are
in danger ,but mostly fear zapsour energyandour faith. Hence,l cameup with the acronym: Faith EscapesA
Rebel.

Whatam| talking about? Whenwe arein the midst of fear we arenot exercisingfaith. Faith escapesis.

We rebel, soto speak,at circumstance®r situations,andsowe arerebels. Oftentimeswe

cannotcontrol whatis going onin our lives, andsowe becomeanxiousandfearful. But

also,therearethingswe cancontrol but find ourselvesenvelopedin fear. Fearof what

otherswill think, fear of failure, fear of rejection, fear of criticism. Fearof risking new

opporiunities or programs.

Whereis faith during this time? Faith andfear areat oppositeendsof the

continuum Theyarelike oil andwater. They don’t mix together. Feartendsto be
rebelliousagainstfaith. Fearwantsto win out. And sowe mayfind ourselves dwelling on fear ratherthanfaith.
And whenwe do dwell on fear, faith escapeaus.

Therearemanyscripturesthat direct ustowardfaith ratherthanfear.“So do not fear, for | amwith you; do
not bedismayedfor | amyour God” Isa.41:11. “Fearnot, for | haveredeemedyou; | havesummonedyou by
name;you aremine” Isa.43:1b."Fear not,” the angelssaid. “Be not afraid,” Jesussaysmanytimes. “Thereis no
fearin love” | John4:18.

Jesusvasaboutlove, not fear. He mees usin our fears. He is with usalways. It almostseemseasierfor
usto fearthanto exercisefaith. Whatis the payoff for usto fearratherthanto havefaith? We mustgetsomething
out of fearthatwe continueto remainin it. Perhapdear allows usto avoid making decisions.Perhapdear
preventsusfrom geting involved. Whateverthe payoff may be, fearfreezes us, andhencewe cannotact with
clearminds. We cannotmakeappropriatedecisionswhile swirling in fear.



Love, onthe otherhand,triumphsover fear andstrengthensur faith. Love is more powerful thanfear,
becauseGodis love. That's why Jesuscame—to teachus aboutGod’s love andthat we no longerneedto live in
fearwhateverthat fear may be.

Do we everprayto havefear? Most likely not. But we do prayfor love...to be mademoreloving...to be
filled with God’s love for others...tolove asheloves. Whenwe focuson love, fear scatters. “Perfectlove drives
[casts]outfear.” Fearcannotstandto bein the presenceof love. Fearwill alwaysbe a partof our human
existenceput we don’t haveto succumbto it. Love, too, is presentin our humanexistence. And Love canrule
our heartswhenwe openourselveso Love—God'’s love for us.

Whenfear knockson the door,don’t answerit. When fearsdo mount,do like a golfer doesandlook for
the openingin the trees,ratherthanlooking atthetrees. Look for the solution,anddo not focus on the problem.
Look to Godto bring wisdomanddiscernment. Look to Love which walks with usthrough the problemto the
openingof faith. Let uslive with anabundancef Love, which strengthes our faith.

In Christ, for Christ,

PastorCarol Pfeiffer

New Members

On Palm Sundaywe took into membershipby transferof letter andbaptismsix persons: Genevaand Howard
Davis, Barry and Laura Nicholson, Joy Klein, and Heather Nicholson. Be sureto getacquaintedwith them.
You will find eachoneadelight. We praiseGod for their presencean our community of faith.

May Friendship Breakfast

The May Friendship Breakfast will beheld atour churchon Saturday, May 7 at 9:00 a.m. We
needfruit andnut breadsor little muffins for the breakfast. PleaseSeeBeverly Nicholsonor
Carol Goarif you candonatesome. The speakewill be Whitney Mays from Hope Housein

Richmond. The Thrift Shop,Carol Bullock andall the helperswill be honoredfor 10 yearsof

service. We hopeeveryonewill come.

May Smorgasbord — Food, Food, Food!

Our Smorgasbordvill be sponsoredy the Women’sFellowship. .It will beheld May 14, 4:00-7:00 p.m. Planto
help. Thereis asign-up sheeton the bulletin boardin the EastClassroonmfor donations.Hot foods, saladsand
dessertwill beserved. Yum! Planto comeeat.

Graduates
High Schoolgraduates. RebeccaBach, daugher of Jeffand Ann Bach. Shewill be attendingthe Chicago
Schoolof Art in thefall.

College graduates. Carrie Potter, daughterof JayandJulie Potter. Carrie graduategrom
IndianaUniversity, Bloomington with a degreein Apparel Merchandiseon May 7. Shewill
be startingherjob on July 11 with CarsorPerie& Scottadivision of SacksFifth Avenuein
Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

Jayme Robin Brandenburg, daughterof the late Joy Brandenburgand granddaughterof
Harriet Burroughsandthe late RobertBurroughs. Jaymegraduategrom the University of
Indiana Jaymehasaspirationsto be alawyer.

Seminary graduate: Ann Bach graduatedsrom BethanyTheological Seminary,Richmond,Indianaon May 7
with aMastersof Divinity degree.

Ann Bach’'s Seminary Graduation Worship Service
Lotionis You areinvited to Ann Bach’s graduationworship serviceto beheld May 7, 2:00 p.m. at
@w Richmond Church of the Brethren. Ann is graduatingfrom BethanyTheological
Seminarywith a Mastersin Divinity. We congratulateAnn on her accomplishmentSheis

2




in the procesof discernmentfor her next steps.RichmondChurchof the Brethrenis locatedat 1 SW 17" Street,
Richmond,Indiana.

Graduation Reception
You arecordially invited to RebeccaBach andAnn Bach’s graduationreception May 21, 3:00-5:00 p.m. at
Bethany Theological Seminary Gathering Room.

Mother -Daughter Salad To Be Held
Our Mother-DaughterSaladwill be held May 18 at 6:00 p.m. at the church. Pleasebring a Salador Dessertand
table service. Also bring your mother, sister,aunts,cousinsand/orfriends. R.S.V.P.to Kathy Denney.

Let's Get Together for_Scrap booking and Card Making ! o

Be sureandmark your calendarfor Sunday, May 22, 2005for card making andstamping v \/
following our worshipservice. We will meetin the basement.Lunchwill be provided. If you
havestampingandcard making supplies,pleasebring them. If not, therewill be plenty of , A&
suppliesfor everyoneto use. Hopeto seeyou onthe 22ndfor fun, food andfellowship. o 'fﬁ‘»‘
Everyoneis welcome!!! e
Thank You

Thanksto all for the encouragingwords, prayers,andgetwell cardsduring my stayin Reid Hospital. It is goodto
behome. — Eloise Beeson

Attention! All Women of the South Central Indiana District Church of the Brethren

Pleasemark your calendarfor June 9-11, 2005for Women’s Camp. The speakewill be SaraSt. Clair,
“Which PathDo | Take?” Join otherwomenfrom the district at CampMack for afun andspirit-
filled retreat. Lodgingis in SarahMajor Lodge and cabins(eachsleepl10 canpers). Fees: Full-
time: $80.00;Parttime: $50.00(1 night and 2 days).Registrationforms areon the shelfat the
backof the sanctuary.Registrationforms aredue May 13.

Youth Alert!

Sunday, May 15 from 3:00-5:00 p.m. therewill beaDistrict Youth Spring Eventheld at Kokomo CoB.
Activities include volleyball, ping pong,four square. Snacksandbeveragesvill be available. All junior and
senior highs are invited to attend. Getto know otheryouthin our district. For moreinformation call Mike or
Kelly at765-998-2810.

Prayer Concerns

*Otis Johnson *Beth Stone Gary Stout Eloise Beeson Ruth Stout
Harriet Burroughs  Linda Stearns BarbaraBeard Don Seibert Bob Klein
Carl Lang

HomeboundandCareCenters:Mary Werking, LuFredaBowman, Bernetia Davis

May Birthdays

1 Sally Schmittler 31 David Stout
3 Diane Andrew, StacieMendenhall
6 JacobBurroughs

8 Darin Briar

16 Brent McCormack

17 GeneBeesonKrista Swoveland,Joy Jaske
18 CindaHowell

21  Marjorie Briar

22  Krista Hollenberg




Giving for April

Average Offering neededmonthly to meetbudget...................... $1,465.29
Average Offering for the month of April.............cccoiiiiiiai. $ 1371.05
APl B $1,040.00

AP L0, e e $1,781.22
APIL L7 e $ 742.97
APl 25 $1,920.00

SpecialOffering Timbercrest: $32.04

Camps:
Church of the Brethren Camp Living Waters RV_Camp
- This campwill beheld at River City Ministry Campground6220S. 80 W, SouthWhitley, Indiana
el 46787.Datesfor the campare Friday-Sunday,June24, 25, 26, 2005. CampDirectorsare Wayneand
s

RevaDisinger. To contactthemcall (765) 564-2277. Eachfamily will furnish their own tent, trailer
or RV. For moreinformation seethe bulletin board.

Family Colony Camp at Camp Alexander Mack

Would you like to spenda family orientedweekendof fellowship at beautiful CampMack on the shoresof Lake
Waubee?Colony Campis differentthanany othercamp! To join in the fun of Colony Camp,experiencingthe
plannedactivities or just going at your own pace,just packup your tent or Recreationalehicle andheadfor
Waubeelake. Therewill be somecabinsavailableif you prefer. Bring your own bedding,clothing, andfood.
Preregidration is very muchappresiatedfor thoseplanningto attend,especially for thoseneedinga cabin. Please
notethat becauseof somechangeswith the septicsystemin the softball field, RV parkingwill bein designated
areas. Activities include a variety of activitiesi.e. boaing, sailing, swimming, fishing, volleyball, naturewalks,
crafts,kid gamesalongwith singingandworshippingtogether. Campdateis August 19-21 (Friday -Saturday).
Fees: $35.00;$15.00for eachadditional adult (after two) with a family. Forfurther information contactCamp
Mack at (574) 6584831 or e-mail campmack@npcc.netinformationis alsoon the bulletin board.

Christian Recording Artists Coming to Richmond

ChristianrecordingartistsDaniel's Window is comingto Richmondto the Kuhlman Centerat the Wayne County
Fairgrounds Saturday, July 30 at 7:30 p.m. All proceedsenefitHabitat for Humanity of Greater Richmond.
Advanceticketsareaslow as$10.00. For moreinformation, contactPastorBrian Derrer, First English Lutheran
Church (765) 962-5773,ext. 226 or bderrer@insightbb.com

A gathering hosted by the historic peacechurches, held in partnership with the
PlowsharesPeaceStudies Collaborative

Sept.8-11, 2005— Indianapolis, Indiana

“Seeking Peace:The Courage to be Nonviolent”
A multi-facetedandintergenerationabathering,the conferencewill provide opportunitiesto build mentoring
relationshipsandexplorepracticalandintellectual approahesto peaceand peacemakingor membersandfriends

of the Churchof the Brethren,Mennonite ChurchUSA and The Societyof Friends.(Pleasenote: This conference
is alsobeing held asthe Christian Peacemakelmeams/EveryChurcha PeaceChurchbi-annualPeacemaker

Congress

The conferencewill :

x Feedthe soul of the peacemakeby providing practicalresources.




Energizethe peacemakethroughworship andworkshops.
Build up the communitiesof peacemakerdy providing a placeto sharestoriesandto createnetworks.

x Help usbetterunderstandhe currentpowersand principalities andbuild affinity networksin the struggle
to changethem.

x Addressissuesof peaceandjustice andhow to maintain a healthy peacewitnessand community.

Topics and Themes:

Thoughtsand preparationfor long-term work
History of the PeaceChurchesand Peacemovements
Alliances, long term assetandenergy
Healthy peacemakingzommunitiesbasedn knowledge,connectons andrelationships
New realitiesand perspectives
The work of principalities andpowers
Media
Consumerism

w) W W W W W W W

Mother's Day Humor - Top Ten Sayingsof Biblical Mothers

10. Samson! Getyour handout of thatlion. You don’t know whereit's been.

9.

WhoOoN®

N

| told you not to play in the housewith thatsling! Go practiceyour harp. We pay good moneyfor
thoselessonsDavid!

Now don’t wanderaroundthe countryside Abraham. Gethomein time for supper.

Cain! Stopharassingyour brother! You're goingto kill him someday.

No, you can’'t keepthem, Noah! | told you, don’t bring homeany morestrays.

Usethis stick if youwantto play war, Joshua.Only God could useatrumpetto win a battle!

You mustlearnto swim, Peter,or you will needto be ableto walk onwater!

JamesandJohn! No more burping contestsat the table, please. Peoplearegoingto call you the
sonsof thunder!

Judas! Haveyou beenin my purseagain?

1. Goandshutthatdoor, Jesus! Do you think youwerebornin abarn?
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