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Carol's Comments

Faith EscapesA Rebel
Thereis no fear in love. But perfectlove drivesout fear, beausefear hasto do with punishment. The one who
fearsis not madeperfectin love. | John 4:18

Faith EscapesA Rebel.F-E-A-R. Fear. Whatanacronyml Thereis probablysomethingbetter, but this
is whatcameto me. I've beennoticing alot of fearlately. Yes,fearin the churchhasbeenobserved. We all are
proneto it. No oneescapesgear atsomepoint. If you sit down andreflect abouthow muchfearthereis, you
won’'t havemuchtroublefinding any. We hearfear all thetime in the news. Fearover our safetyin the
neighborhoodandtheworld. Fearfor our loved oneswho arein the military. Fearoveradifficult exam
approaching Fearaboutmaking decisions. Fearaboutbeingalone. Fearaboutaging. Fearaboutendinga
relationship. Fearaboutour health.Fearabouta diagnosis. Fearaboutdeath. Fearaboutlack of churchgrowth.
Fearover our churchfinances. Fearaboutour future. Attend any churchboardmeetingor council meetingand
youwill hearfear. Fearlurks everywhere. It drivesus. Thereis healthyfear, of course,to protectuswhenwe are
in danger ,but mostly fear zapsour energyandour faith. Hence,l cameup with the acronym: Faith EscapesA
Rebel.

Whatam| talking about? Whenwe arein the midst of fear we arenot exercisingfaith. Faith escapesis.

We rebel, soto speak,at circumstance®r situations,andsowe arerebels. Oftentimeswe
cannotcontrol whatis going onin our lives, andsowe becomeanxiousandfearful. But
also,therearethingswe cancontrol but find ourselvesenvelopedin fear. Fearof what
otherswill think, fear of failure, fear of rejection, fear of criticism. Fearof risking new
opporiunities or programs.

Whereis faith during this time? Faith andfear areat oppositeendsof the
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