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Carol's Comments “The Sign of the Cross’

. 'ThePhariseesand Sadduceesame,and to testJesustheyaskedhim to showthema sign from heaven.

’He answerecthem “When it is evening,you say, ‘It will befair weather,for the skyis red.’ 3Andin the
morning, ‘It will be stormytoday,for the skyis red andthreatening.” Youknowhowto interpret the appearance
of the sky, but you cannotinterpret the signsof the times.*An evil and adulterousgenerationasksfor a sign, but
no signwill begivento it exceptthe sign of Jonah.” Thenhe left themand wentaway.

On our way to Tennesseéor vacatian, we cameupona hugecrosssitting up on abankalongthe
highway. You couldn’t missit. It toweredhigh aboveeverythingaroundit. This was
much, muchlargerthanthe crossesyou normally seealongtheinterstate. This
particularcrosswas setamid commercialsignsandeverydaylife. Closeto the cross
wasavery large Adult World store,which of course,wasaboutpornography. At least
the signsenticing you to the storewere not what a Christianwould want to frequent.

| thoughtaboutthis cross standingthere,settingasa reminderthat the crossis

biggerthanthe call to materialismor self-gratification. It stoodmajesticallyabove

everythingelsebut yet was plantedin the middle of life. It's areminderthatwhile all

aroundus arethings to draw usawayfrom Christ, God’s presencecanbe seer—is seen.

Also nottoo far from this hugecrosswasanothermuchsmallercross. Perhaps

the smallercrosswastherefirst andthenthe hugeonewasconstructed. This gigantic
white crossstoodthereasif castingits shadowoverthe Adult World store. The smallercross,which wasnot
very far from thelarge one,somehowseemedo demonstratéhow little we makeGod’s presenceknownin the
world. It wasovershadowedy the commercialsignsand Adult World establishment.

As | ponderedhosetwo crosses| wonderedwheremostChristiansaretoday: standingtall andfirm
knowing the power of the crossor standingsmall and punyin the surroundingsof the world andbeingless
effectivefor Christ. We havea greatGod who gaveus JesusChrist, who sufferedanddied on the crossand
roseto newlife. The crossis areminderto usof the powerof God’'s redemptionandlove for us. It is asign
that canloom large and powerful in this brokenworld or small andhelpless. It all dependson how we let the
presenceof JesuChristlive in us.

The Phariseesand Sadduceesventto Jesusaskingfor a signfrom heaven. Theyweren't ableto seethat
Jesuswvasthe sign becauséhe, like Jonah,would beatdeath Jesuswvould beresurrectecandthroughhis death
andresurrectionshowusthe way to God...to claim our belovednessn him. We too live in anadulterous
generationandmany areaskingfor asignto be giventhem. Theywanthope. Theywantlove. Theywant
acceptance.They areemptyandneedto havethe love of God demonstratedo them.We, who are Christian,
needto re-evaluateour Christianpresencen our world andcommunities,sothatour Lord and Savior's cross
“draws all humankindto him.” And may it be so.
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