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2005 Peacefully. Simply. Together.

Carol's Comments “ Searching for a Home”
Matthew 6: 33 But seekfirst his kingdom and his righteousness,and all thesethings will be givento you as
well.

Househunting. Whata chorethatcanbe. Our youngestson,Paul,recentlygotajob in computer
engineeringafter along wait. He wantedto look for a house,soMom andDad took threedaysof vacationto
help him look aroundthe area. His brother, Philip, hadboughta houseafter college,andso| trackeddown his
realtorto helpuswith Paul. SincePaul'sjob is in Ft. Wayne,we startedout looking aroundthat area. We
scopedout the area. We searchedn the internetandthenwent out to seewherethese“dream” homeswere
located. We musthavebeenup anddown abouteveryroadaroundFt. Wayne We also
scopedout the Columbia City area. Somehousesvereimmediately eliminatedbecausehey
werejust too big—too muchhouseandprice. Otherswereeliminatedbecausehe area
wasn’t appealing. Still othersweretoo far from work or neededoo muchfixing up. We
searchedandsearchedn theinternet,driving throughsubdivisions driving in the country
andthroughthetowns. Evenour dog, Schnickelfritz, would look up at me with his headon
my armwith & “Aren’t we doneyet?” look becausat wasalong process.

Finally, after decidingon somepossibilities,our realtor setup the showings.| lost count, but | think it
wasat leastten houseghat we wentthrough. Thereare somanythingsto considerwhenhousehunting. Paul
finally hada couplethat piquedhis interestanddecidedto “sleeponit.” He is pursuingonehouseandwill
know by the time the newslettergoesto print whatthe outcomeof his searchwill be.

Searching.We all aresearchingfor somethingwhetherit be ahouse,acar,ajob, anewredhat, or just
huntingfor our carkeys. Searchings somethingwe all do. We have a certaincriteria thatwe usedepending
onwhatit is thatneedsto be found. Today manyour searchingfor meaningin their lives thoughthey may not
think they are. We try all sortsof thingsto bring meaningto our lives. We try tofill avoid tha we just don'’t
understandr realizeis there. Sometry to find meaningin the wrong placesi.e. wild living. Sometry to find it
in drugsor alcohol. Sometry to find it in keepingbusyor stuffing themselveswith food or buying everything
underthe sun suchascars,boats,jewelry, clothes,gadgets

God put this “hunger” for him insideus. It's asif a computerchip wereimplantedin us. We are
connectedo God becauseave havehis very breathin us—his imprint is uponus We aresearchingor
somehing to makeusfeel acceptedwhole, loved, appreciatedworthwhile, of useto humankind. Thoughwe
don't saysq in somanywords, our actionsdemonstratehatwe are*“in search.” We're hunting a placeto come
hometo—the houseof God.

What| noticetodayis that peoplearestill searchingfor atrue homenot just ahouse. Sometimed think
thatwe getsobusy“searching”thatwe don'’t really seewhatis thereall along. We don't seethat God has
really beensearchingfor usfrom the very beginning. In Christwe comehometo God. Isn't it interestingthat
WE think thatwe’re searchingfor God whenit is God who is drawingustowardhim? His “homing’ device
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drawsus. In asenseGodis the original searchengine,to usecomputerlanguage.But manyaretrying all kinds
of other“searchengines”andsurfing the world for fulfillment. It's alot like househunting. Sometimesn our
househuntwe found ourselvesgoing over the sameterrain—areaswe’d alreadyexplored. The samecanbe
saidof our lives. We try the samething over and overwhetherit is somethingchemicalto pacify us or keeping
ourselvesso busywe don’t notice or hearGod at work within us

Whatdoesit takefor ustodayto realizethat our searchfor God needsto be morethanawish? Recently
| sawthis quoteon an outdoorRichmondchurchbulletin board:“One good wish changesnothing. One good
decision changeseverything.” We canwish andwish for things to bedifferent. But, wishing changes
nothing. It is makinga gooddecisionthatchangesverythinglike making a gooddecisionin the choiceof a
house.lt is actionthat changesverything. If onejust wishesfor the house nothingis accomplishedIf onejust
wishesfor a betterrelationshipwith God andothers,it changea nothing. Making a gooddecisionabouta
particularhouse,changesverything,becausdife movesforward. Making a decisionto allow Godto change
us...togrow usup, is forward movementin our relationshipwith God. We don’t remain*“stuck” in oneplace.
We don’t remainstuckin our relationshipwith God whenwe “let” Godfind us...whenwe openourselvesup to
receivinghis will for our lives. It isin cominghometo Godthatwe find fulfillment.

Matthew 7:7 states: Askandit will begivento you; seekandyouwill find; knockandthe door will be
openedto you. For everyonewho asksreceives;he who seekdinds; andto him who knocks,the door will be
opened(NIV).

Godis faithful. He desiresfor usto comehomeandto be committed. He desiresfor usto makea good
decisionandask,seek,andknock. The doorwill be openedwhenwe truly commit to follow the way of Christ.
Whenwe do we don’t haveto surf the world-wide netfor fulfilment anylonger. ChristIS our fulfillment.

Let’s allow God’s homingdeviceto bring ushome. And may it be so.

In Christ, for Christ,
PastorCarol Pfeiffer

Church Directory

We arein the processof bringing our church directory up-to-datefor 2006. If you haveanyadditionsor
changesn the addressespew classofficers, pleaseturn themin to the office or e-mail Jodi at jodi-
john@insightbb.com

Speakerfor October 16
Ann Bachwill be speakingOctober16 during the 10:00a.m.worship service.

Continuing to Pray for...

Jeff Bach’'sfather =~ DuaneCrownover(Marcia Stout’s brother) Bob Klein Gary Stout
Shela Weaver(Jodi Johnson'sriend) Carl Lang RogerWerking
Bill Hall Don Seibert Wilma McCary (Beth Bowman’saunt)

Home: Mary Werking, Harriet Burroughs,Ruth Crull, Viola Nicholson BernethaDavis
CareCenter: LuFredaBowman

Giving For September
Average Weekly Offering neededto meetbudget....... $1,465.20

Average Offering for September........................... $1,162.89
Offering for Aug. 28..........cceiviiiiiiiiiii e, $1,260.70
Lo 1,260.00
PP 1,050.50
LB e 1,372.32
2 968.00
BethanySeminaryOffering.............cccocevviiii e, 24.00
Average Attendancefor September................coooiin 47



Church Women United Thank You

The HagerstownChurchWomenUnited wantto thank everyonewho donateditemsto the Henry County
Center We canneverknow how muchthat meansto theseyoungpeopleandhow manylives we havetouched
throughour gifts.

Thrift Shop—Church Women United

Carol Bullock is the Managerof the Thrift Shop, and Donna King works part-time. Otherchurchwomen
volunteertheir time suchasMatrjorie Briar andCarolynWieseke Businesshours are Tuesday and
Wednesday,12:00-4:00 p.m.; Thursday, 4:00-7:00 p.m.; Friday and Saturday, 12:00-4:00 p.m. Otherscan
alwaysusevolunteers. Sogive it somethoughtandoffer a helpinghand.Call 765-489-4372.

Friendship Sunday
0 Septembed 8 was“Friendship Sunday”. We hada goodturnoutandadeliciouscarry-in dinner

M following worshipaswell asfellowship with everyone.Don't stopinviting friendsjust because

that Sundayis over. Every Sundayshouldbe FriendshipSunday. Sokeepon inviting friendsand
neighbors. Let’s sharethe Spirit of Christ.

Women’s Prayer Group
At 7:30a.m.on Thursdaymorningswomenof the churchare meetingfor prayer. Jointhemasthey prayerfor
the churchandothers.

Internet Updates

Thoseof you who havelnternetaccessan checkthe calendarof eventsonline. Theyareupdatedfrequently.
New information is placedon the Home Page. You canlook aheadasyou plan your scheduleto seewhatis
upcomingat church.

World Missions Offering October 9
The focusof this October’'sWorld Mission Offering” entitled “A live to Mission... Together.”
Therehasbeenarenewedcall for extendingGod’s gracebeyondourselvesandour bordersat
the Mission Alive heldin April 2005. We cankeepmissionalive throughDistrict, Vacation
Bible School,and SundaySchoolprojects. We needto continueefforts to reachout in faith
acrossnationalandcultural boundaiesto shareGod’s love in freshways. Pleasesupportthe
GeneralBoard by participatingin the World Mission Offering October 9, 2005

Jesussaid, | camethat they might havelife...(John 10:10).

Christian_Education Putting Out a Spread for Breakfast
The Christian EducationTeamis providing a breakfastfor the congregationron Sunday,October 9 at 8:00 a.m.
You don’'t haveto prepareyour own breakfastthat morning. Jug hop out of bedandcomeeat. Yum!

Church Council Meeting
The ChurchCouncil Meetingis Sunday, October 30 aftera carry-in meal. All membersareencouragedo
be presentfor the businessof the church. Be in prayerfor the meeting.

Community Thanksgiving Servicein November
A community ThanksgivingServiceis being plannedfor November20 at 6:00 p.m. at the New Testament
Churchon Route38.

*kkkk

Goddoesn'tCOMFORTus to make us COMFORTABLE, but to make us COMFORTERS

*kkkk
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