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September Continuing the Work of Jesus.

2005 Peacefully. Simply. Together.
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Carol's Comments “Where Two or Three Are Gathered, We're all in the SameBoat”

For wheretow or three cometogetherin my name,theream | with them. Matthew 18:20 NIV

As | sit downto beginthis newsletter,| ponderwhereto begin. HurricaneKatrina slammedinto the
Gulf Coastjust outsideNew Orleanson Monday submergingentire neighborhoodsup to their roofs, swamping
Mississippi’s beachfrontandblowing out windowsin hospitals,hotels,andhigh-rises. As eachday passesve
hearof more andmore devastation.We hearof looting and peoplebeingrescuedoff their roofs. We see people
wadingin the wateraimlessly. We hearof thousandsn the Superdomenho
wentthereto find shelterandwho will now haveto be evacuatedo more
sanitaryconditionsaswell asfor their safety.l could goonandon. It is hard
to fathomwhat the peoplemustbe experiencing. And we sit in our
comfortablehomesandworry aboutthe price of gas!

While waiting for Bob’s colonoscopyprocedureon Wednesday!|
overheardsomeonealking aboutthesecurrentevents. This personwas
sayinghe did not haveany pity for thosewho choseto live thereanddidn’t
leaveandhadto berescued.| wonderedhow manyof usthoughtthe same
thing. | wonderedhow manyof us havealwaysmadethe “right” decision
comparedio what othersthoughtwasthe “right” choice. And | wonderedaboutcompassion.| wonderedif we
areto only havecompassiorwhenthe conditionsareacceptablen our eyes. | wonderif Christeverthought,
“Humph! Theyaren'tliving right...they built their houseuponthe sand,solet themswim from their
house...Letthemsuffer.” | don't think so.

Whenwe wereat our worst Christ died for us...for eachof us! It's notthatwe havealwaysmade
“right” choicesor built our houseon solid groundthat he died for us. It waswhile we built our houseson sand
andwhile we madeunwisechoicesandwhile we werestill sinnersthat he sufferedanddied for us. And
throughhis understandingf suffering, heis with usin our suffering.

Thereis the story of amanon a boat. He is not alone,but actsasif hewere. Onenight...without
warning...hesuddenlybeginsto cut a hole underhis seat. The other peopleon the boatshoutandshriek at him:
“What on earthareyou doing? Haveyou gonemad? Do you wantto sink usall? Are youtrying to destroy
us?’

Cdmly, the mananswers:“l don’t understandvhat youwant. WhatI’'m doingis noneof your
business.| paidmy way. I’'m not cutting underyour seat. Leaveme alone!” What the fanatic (andthe egotist)
will notaccept,but whatyou andl cannotforget, is thatall of usarein the sameboat (Elie Wiesel, Parade
Magazine).

And isn’t thatthe truth? What happenedn New Orleans,Mississippi,and Alabamais affectingall of
us. Not only theforcesof natureaffectsthembutit affectsusin the economy,in gasprices,in the lossof loved
onesetc. And the way they respondandthe way we respondaffectall of us. Certainly therearemanywho are
not reactingin the Christianway. But | believethat Christis in the midst of the turmoil comforting. | bdieve
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thatwe arecalledto hold themin prayeraswell asoffer our supportthroughmanydifferent avenueseit by
financial support,physicalsupportor spiritual supportby our prayers. Let's not forget compassioris always
neededegardlesf circumstances.Whenwe mostneededcompassionGod extendedhis love to us by Jesus
Christ.

Sothe peoplein the pathof HurricaneKatrina arenot alone. Godis with them. Godis with usaswe
feel the aftershockof the eventsthroughrising gaspricesandchangesin the economy. And notice that people
aregatheringaroundpeopleto supportthem. “Where two or threeare gatheredogetherin my name,therel am
in the midst of them.” We all canfind Godwhenwe arein the fellowship of otherbelievers. Thatis wherewe
find strength. And soaswe watch andhearstoriesfrom HurricaneKatrina, let usall prayfor strengthfor the
journeythatall of uswill takebut especiallythosein the midst of devastation.Forindeed,we areall in the
sameboatof Gods love.

In Christ, for Christ,

PastorCarol M. Pfeiffer

An Old Tradition Revisited

The other Sundaya single pink rosebud was placedon the worship centerrepresentinghe birth of Logan
Michelle Klein. Sheis the daughterof JoyandMike Klein. Therewasalsoa vaseof yellow rosebuds
representingpther blessedbabiesand grandbabiedornto membersof our congregationn recentyears. People
were encouragedo take a rosebud representingheir baby. The WitnessTeamwould like to continuethe
tradition of announcingnew births with a flower on the worship center. Pleasdet the Teamknow. Julie Potter
is WitnessTeamChair.

Baby Congratulations! )

Joy and Mike Klein arethe proudnew parentsof their third daughter,LoganMichelle
Klein. Shewasborn August13weighing 7 Ibs. andmeasuring20 inches. Loganjoins big sistersReganand
Maison. GrandparentsrelLelandandBeverly NicholsonandBob and Kathy Klein.

Birthday Congratulations!

LuFreda Bowman turned97 years young on August16. Shelovesvisitors. Stopby andchatfor awhile. If
you missedsendingher a card, heraddresss: HeritageHouseof Richmond,Room 36, 2070 ChesterBlvd,
Richmond,Indiana47374.

Faith Housing Inc.

PastorCarol is a boardmemberof HagerstownFaith Housng, Inc., which provides1 and2 bedroom
apartmentsn Hagerstown. SteveWiesekealso serveson the board. The apartmentsarefor persons2 yearsof
ageandover or disabledpersonsof anyage. If you or someoneyou know may beinterestedn living in awell-
maintainedapartmentcommunity, pleasecontactour community managerFloyd Sanders/65-489-4898for

information. a—
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*Jim Boyd (Beverly Nicholson’s brother -in-law) *Harriet Burroughs (knee replacement)
GenevaDavis BethStone RogerWerking Wilma McClary (Beth Bowman’saunt)in rehab
EloiseBeeson BobKlein Don Seibert

Gary Stout Carl Lang Bill Hall

Homeboundand CareCenters:Mary Werking, LuFredaBowman, BernethaDavis, Ruth Crull

September 6 Church Board Meeting
Our SeptembeBoard Meetingwill be held Tuesday, 5:30 p.m. to accommodatescheduleconflicts that night.

When you say a situation or a person is hopeless, you are slamming the door in the face of
God. - Charles L. Allen




Reminder: District Conference at Beech Grove Church of the Brethren September9-10

This year’sDistrict Conferencewill be held atthe BeechGrove Churchof the Brethren,9064W. Grandview
Blvd, Pendleton|ndiana. Comeandenjoy worship andsinging on Friday night. Worshipthroughmusic
beginswith musicat 6:35 p.m. OpeningPrayeris at 6:50 p.m.

Cambridge City Canal Daysbegins September10-11
We will NOT be havingour roastedcorn standat CanalDaysthis yeardueto the fact that manyhaveother
commitmentsandwe arelacking in help. We arecontemplatinghavingit nextyear.

New Addresses:
x Lucille Stout Dilling : 8756E. Co.Rd 100N., Hagerstownndiana47346,phone:765-332-2804

x Julie & Alfredo Tobias: 918 Winding Ridge Dr., Apt. 6, Richmond,Indiana47374,phone: 765965
4962

Hagerstown Church Women United will hostthe Area 6 Annual Gatheringat HagerstownUnited Methodist
Church,199 S. Perry St., Saturday, September17 from 9:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. A luncheonwill be preparedand
servedby HagerstownUnited MethodistWomen. All womenareinvited to cometo this informative gathering.
The themeis “Real Love in Action.” Duretta Garrett Program Manager at the Henry County Youth
Center will bethe speakerandresidentswill provide specialmusicplaying the Handbells. Area 6 includesthe
countiesof Wayne,Henry, Delaware,Jay, Blackford, and Randolph.

Our congregations askedto donate items to the Henry County Youth Center. You may bring the itemsto
churchwherethey arebeingcollected. ltemsneedednclude:

Lotion Playing Cards Whiffle Bats
Shampoo Volleyballs Magic Markers
Conditioner Basketballs White Tube Socks
ChapStick Ping PongBalls M/L/XL Men’s Boxer
Toothpaste Ping PongPaddks Underwear
Men'’s Deodorant 500PcPuzzles Bath Towels
BoardGames Whiffle Balls

To register for attendancecall JayneBennettat 765/4895285 or sendyour registrationto JayneBennett,
Registrar, 498 N SycamoreSt., Hagerstown N 47346. Costfor the registrationandlunchis $7.00at the door.

September Birthdays
2 JoyKlein JoystheechaiGodifeinus. —Joseptarmion
5 lonalLauver
6 Don Swoveland

7 Mark Pfeiffer

12 Tracy Schmittler
14 Bill DeVinney
19  Harold Hilbert RN =2
21  Trevor Stout =N

23  NancyAndrew, KaseyReneauElizabethBach
25  JohnMcCormack

27  Alicia Stout,JaymeBrandenburg

29  Patrick Briar, Philip Pfeiffer
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Giving for August

Average Offering neededmonthly to meetbudget....................... $1,465.29
AverageOffering for AUQUSE..........coviiiii i, $1,237.84

Offering fOr JUIY 3L....ccooiieeeee et $1,562.00 Attendance: 38

Attendance

August7.........cccccnnnnns $1,292.00 48
Augustld........cccoceeenn. 1,148.50 49
August2l..........ccceeeee 1,250.17 39
August28..........ccceeenne. 1,260.70 50

On EarthPeaceOffering 39.08
Corn Fund (JubileeDays)43.70

Camp Mack

Thanksto all summercampvolunteers! Many thanksto each of you who helpedin this life-
changingoutreachministry! If you volunteeredn any capacityat Campthis year,watch
your mail for aninvitation to the Volunteer RecognitionDinner on Saturday Oct 29, 2005.

Camp Mack Festival: Foradayof family fun, planto attendthe 7" Annual CampMack
Festivalon Octoberl, 9:00a.m-5:00 p.m. Youth —planto play in the volleyball, dodgeball and/orFrisbee
golf tournamentsat this year'sfestival. Signup asanindividual or teamby contactingCampMack at 1-574
658-4831. All winning team membersreceivetickets to the 2:00 p.m. Christian Rock Concert for youth
that takes place during the 2:00 p.m. fund-raising auction. Festivalproceedswill be usedfor camper
scholarshipsandfurniture for Camplodges.

Quilting Retreats are popularat CampMack andusuallyfill quickly. Registernow for thefall retreat,October
14-16. The costis $85.00. If you cameto the April Quilting Retreat,you may attendthis onefor only $79.
Call or email Campfor moreinformation. Phone:1-574-658-4831.

Laughter, Fun, inspiration, great food and fellowship describeSeasonedCitizen’s Retreats. Registernow
for the October10-13 SeasoneitizensRetreat. This Monday afternoonthrough Thursdaynoonretreatcosts
just $90 each.

Father/son Native American Weekend: Make arrows,learntrackingtechniquessetup atepee play Native
Americangames...A weekendpackedfull of handson activities thatyou will rememberfor alifetime.
Registrationfee: $76for fatherandson($32 for eachadditional person).

Camp Prayer requests: Pleaseprayfor: The CampDirector and Staff, SeasonedCitizens, the IndianaCamp
Board.

A Quiet Place Quote: Respondingo God’s call to surrenderforcesmeto valuemy brokennessaswell asmy
strength. —JanJohnson

A Letter from the Annual Conference Moderator — Prayer and Scripture Challenge

= Greetingsto all who havethe opportunityto readthis note. At Annual Conferencd

= - challengedpersondo join mein readinga chaptera day from the New Testament. During the last
= “ = Wweekof July, | sentanemail noteto the membersof StandingCommittee,suggestinghat we

readthroughthe book of Acts and2 Thessaloniansluring the month of August. Thenl got
, the“bright” ideaof sharing(during thefirst weekof August)thatchallengewith eachDistrict
&1/ Office. | washopingtheinformation might be sharedthroughouteachdistrict in someway,
eventhoughit waslate in arriving.... Forthosewho arereceivingthis for thefirst time, the

challengesharedat Annual Conferencewasthreefold:



[Here is the challenge]
‘ 1. Read,preferablyoutloud, a chaptera dayfrom the New Testament.
2. Fast thefirst day of the month. You canchoog to fastfrom food, TV,
4 thetelephoneor the Internet. Spendsomeextratime in prayer
that dayfor a specialneedin the district, congregation,or pray for
all studentswho arereturningto school.
3. Bein prayerdaily for someone~vho needsto know JesusChristasLord
and Savior
RonaldD. Beachley,Annual ConferenceModerator

Note from the S/Central Indiana District

DearPastors& Chaplains,

JohnBunch, District DisasterResponseCoordinator,is askingthat membersof South/Cerral IndianaDistrict
answerthe call to helpin the recentdisasterfrom Hurricane Katrina. Suggestionsreto designatea Sundayor a
month of Sundaydo take up a collection andsendit to the District Office earmarkedor Katrina disaster
victim’s aid. Thedistrict will thensendall thatis collectedto the National Office for distribution.

Denominational Update on Hurricane Disaster - The Brethren SendMaterials and Grant Money and to
Aid Hurricane Survivors

The Church of the Brethren hasbegunrespanding to the needsof survivorsof HurricaneKatrina with
aninitial grantfrom the GeneralBoard'sEmergencyDisasterFund(EDF) anda shipmentof relief materials
from the BrethrenServiceCenterwarehousesn New Windsor, Md. In addition, boardstaff Roy Winter,
director of EmergencyResponseandHelen Stonesifer,coordinatorof DisasterChild Care,havebeenrequested
to participatein the coordinationof masscarefor all the survivors,working out of Washington,

D.C., with the RedCross.

On Aug. 29, HurricaneKatrina slammedinto the northernGulf Coastcausingmassivedestructionin the
city of New Orleans,andin otherareasof Louisiana,andMississippi. The stormalsoaffectedthe Alabama
coastandFlorida panhandlereportedEmergencyResponse/S®ice Ministries (ER/SM). "The stormis tracking
up into the Tennesseand Ohio Valleys, wherewidespreadlooding is expected,"ER/SM said.According to
pressreports,deathtolls mayrise into the hundredsandmostof the half-million residentsof New Orleans-
which is beingcompletelyevacuateetwill be unableto returnhomeandneedtemporaryshelterfor weeksif not
longer.

A shipmentof relief materialsleft the BrethrenServiceCenterlast night, Aug. 30, boundfor Baton
Rouge,La. The shipmentof 5,000 blanketsand5,040Gift of the HeartHealth Kits waspreparedor Church
World Service(CWS) by the staff of ServiceMinistries. It shouldarrive this afternoon,said Diane Gosnell,
secretaryfor EmergencyResponseServiceMinistries alsois preparing a shipmentof 540 Health Kits for CWS
to sendto WestMemphis, Ark.

Theinitial EDF grantof $15,000respondgo a CWS appealfor $300,000for the disaster.The fundswill
supportshipmentsof Gift of the HeartKits, materialaid, andthe organizationof long termrecovery.CWS
anticipatesthatits responseo HurricaneKatrina may be the largestUS relief andrecoveryeffort in its history,
apressreleasetodayreported.CWS executivedirector JohnL. McCullough s traveling to Louisianato
personallyassesemergencyandlong-term recoveryneedsandto meetwith areafaith leaders."Church World
Serviceis particularly concernedaboutthe plight of what we anticipateto be a high percentageof poor
people,the elderly, and othervulnerablepopulations; he said."Stories of individuals who hadto stayin their
homesbecausedhey couldn'tafford to evacuatepersonifythat crisis." For more aboutthe CWS responsesee
www.churchworldservice.org

Churchof the BrethrenDisasterChild Carevolunteersarestandingby, andwill likely work at shelters
aswell asin servicecenters.The child-caredeploymentis being organizedandpriorities arebeingsetwith the
RedCross,Winter said.A call to rememberthosein Biloxi, Miss., who receivedBrethrenaid to rebuild
following astormin the late 1990scamefrom StanNoffsinger, generalsecretaryof the GeneralBoard. He
recalledin particulara grandmothemamedMiss Grace,who lived with threegenerationf herfamily in a




homerebuilt by the Brethren.It wasthe first BrethrenDisasterResponseproject after Noffsinger became
director of the programin 1999."l wasso movedby the relationshipsthat we built with the peoplein Biloxi,
dearfriends,dearsouls,"he said,rememberingaswell the hundredsof Brethrenvolunteerswho gavehoursof
aid to Biloxi.

Miss Grace'shomeandothersthe Brethrenhelpedto rebuild werelocatedright behindthe casinosthat
were destroyedalongthe coastline in Biloxi, Noffsingersaid.The conflicting imagesof opulenceandpoverty
highlight the problemsthat the country,andthe church,facefollowing this disasterhesaid."In light of the
mighty winds, andthe mighty waters,the opulencecould not stand,but neitherdid Miss Grace'shouse.lt
makesyou wonderwhat happend to the peoplewe worked for, becauseéhey'velost everything.Wheredo they
go now, andhow do they recover?"

The Brethrenwho havebeencalling the BrethrenServiceCenterwith offers of roomsandhospitality for
thosedisplacedby the hurricanewere thankedby Noffsinger, but he called for greatcareto betakenin
respondingto the crisis sothatthe church'sresponsas appropriate.’l haveconfidencein our Emergency
Responsegrogram,the DisasterChild Careprogram,andour participationin ChurchWorld Service,"he said.
"Whenwe respondit will beappropriatejt will be humaneandit will berespectfulof the lives thatwe care
for."

In other Brethrennewsrelatedto the hurricane,a prayerrequestwasissuedby Southeastermistrict for
hurricare damagein Alabama.The churchbuildings of Fruitdale (Ala.) Churchof the BrethrenandCedar
CreekChurchof the Brethrenin Citronelle, Ala., wereunharmed A memberof CedarCreeklost herhome,and
the daughterof the Fruitdale pastorhadatreefall on oneendof her mobile home.StevenPetcher,ateampastor
at CedarCreek,reportedthat manytreeswere blown over by the 60- to 90-mile-an-hour winds, but all church
membersaresafe.The district is collecting donationstoward the disaster."When you look at the whole picture
it's just overwhelming,"saiddistrict co-executiveMartha Roudebushexpressingconcernfor all of those
affectedby the hurricane."You can'tfind words" to sharethe feelings,shesaid.

** Gift of the Heart Health Kits are needd for the relief effort, aswell asHeart to Heart Kids
Kits, and donations to the Emergency Disaster Fund to support Brethren efforts to help thosein need.
Information about kits is at www.churchworldservice.org/kits/index.html. Donations may be sentto the
Emergency Disaster Fund, 1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 60120.For more about the Emergency
Response/ServiceMinistries see

www.brethren.org/genbd/ersm/.
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