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September   Continuing the Work of Jesus. 
                   2005  Peacefully.  Simply.  Together. 
*****************************************************************************  
Carol’s Comments  “Where Two or Three Are Gathered, We’re all in the Same Boat”  
For where tow or three come together in my name, there am I with them.  Matthew 18:20 NIV 

As I sit down to begin this newsletter, I ponder where to begin.  Hurricane Katrina slammed into the 
Gulf Coast just outside New Orleans on Monday submerging entire neighborhoods up to their roofs, swamping 
Mississippi’s beachfront and blowing out windows in hospitals, hotels, and high-rises.  As each day passes we 
hear of more and more devastation.  We hear of looting and people being rescued off their roofs.  We see people 

wading in the water aimlessly.  We hear of thousands in the Superdome who 
went there to find shelter and who will now have to be evacuated to more 
sanitary conditions as well as for their safety. I could go on and on.  It is hard 
to fathom what the people must be experiencing.  And we sit in our 
comfortable homes and worry about the price of gas!   
 While waiting for Bob’s colonoscopy procedure on Wednesday, I 
overheard someone talking about these current events.  This person was 
saying he did not have any pity for those who chose to live there and didn’t 
leave and had to be rescued.  I wondered how many of us thought the same 
thing.  I wondered how many of us have always made the “right” decision 

compared to what others thought was the “right” choice.  And I wondered about compassion.  I wondered if we 
are to only have compassion when the conditions are acceptable in our eyes.  I wonder if Christ ever thought, 
“Humph!  They aren’t living right…they built their house upon the sand, so let them swim from their 
house…Let them suffer.”  I don’t think so.  

 When we were at our worst Christ died for us…for each of us!  It’s not that we have always made 
“right” choices or built our house on solid ground that he died for us.  It was while we built our houses on sand 
and while we made unwise choices and while we were still sinners that he suffered and died for us.  And 
through his understanding of suffering, he is with us in our suffering.   

There is the story of a man on a boat.  He is not alone, but acts as if he were.  One night…without 
warning…he suddenly begins to cut a hole under his seat.  The other people on the boat shout and shriek at him: 
“What on earth are you doing?  Have you gone mad?  Do you want to sink us all?  Are you trying to destroy 
us?” 

Calmly, the man answers:  “I don’t understand what you want.  What I’m doing is none of your 
business.  I paid my way.  I’m not cutting under your seat.  Leave me alone!”  What the fanatic (and the egotist) 
will not accept, but what you and I cannot forget, is that all of us are in the same boat (Elie Wiesel, Parade 
Magazine). 

And isn’t that the truth?  What happened in New Orleans, Mississippi, and Alabama is affecting all of 
us.  Not only the forces of nature affects them but it affects us in the economy, in gas prices, in the loss of loved 
ones etc.  And the way they respond and the way we respond affect all of us.  Certainly there are many who are 
not reacting in the Christian way.  But I believe that Christ is in the midst of the turmoil comforting.  I believe 
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that we are called to hold them in prayer as well as offer our support through many different avenues be it by 
financial support, physical support or spiritual support by our prayers.  Let’s not forget compassion is always 
needed regardless of circumstances.  When we most needed compassion, God extended his love to us by Jesus 
Christ. 

So the people in the path of Hurricane Katrina are not alone.  God is with them.  God is with us as we 
feel the aftershock of the events through rising gas prices and changes in the economy.  And notice that people 
are gathering around people to support them.  “Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there I am 
in the midst of them.”  We all can find God when we are in the fellowship of other believers.  That is where we 
find strength.  And so as we watch and hear stories from Hurricane Katrina, let us all pray for strength for the 
journey that all of us will take but especially those in the midst of devastation.  For indeed, we are all in the 
same boat of God’s love. 

In Christ, for Christ, 
Pastor Carol M. Pfeiffer 

 
An Old Tradition Revisited 
The other Sunday a single pink rose bud was placed on the worship center representing the birth of Logan 
Michelle Klein.   She is the daughter of Joy and Mike Klein. There was also a vase of yellow rose buds 
representing other blessed babies and grandbabies born to members of our congregation in recent years.  People 
were encouraged to take a rose bud representing their baby.  The Witness Team would like to continue the 
tradition of announcing new births with a flower on the worship center.  Please let the Team know.  Julie Potter 
is Witness Team Chair. 
 
Baby Congratulations!  
Joy and Mike Klein are the proud new parents of their third daughter, Logan Michelle 
Klein.  She was born August 13 weighing 7 lbs. and measuring 20 inches.  Logan joins big sisters Regan and 
Maison.  Grandparents are Leland and Beverly Nicholson and Bob and Kathy Klein.   
 
Birthday Congratulations!  
LuFreda Bowman turned 97 years young on August 16. She loves visitors.  Stop by and chat for awhile.   If 
you missed sending her a card, her address is: Heritage House of Richmond, Room 36, 2070 Chester Blvd, 
Richmond, Indiana 47374. 
 
Faith Housing Inc. 
Pastor Carol is a board member of Hagerstown Faith Housing, Inc., which provides 1 and 2 bedroom 
apartments in Hagerstown.  Steve Wieseke also serves on the board. The apartments are for persons 62 years of 
age and over or disabled persons of any age.  If you or someone you know may be interested in living in a well-
maintained apartment community, please contact our community manager, Floyd Sanders 765-489-4898 for 
information.   
 
Prayer Concerns 
*Jim Boyd (Beverly Nicholson’s brother -in-law)         *Harriet Burroughs (knee replacement)  
Geneva Davis     Beth Stone     Roger Werking     Wilma McClary (Beth Bowman’s aunt) in rehab         
Eloise Beeson     Bob Klein     Don Seibert      
Gary Stout    Carl Lang     Bill Hall  
Homebound and Care Centers: Mary Werking, LuFreda Bowman, Bernetha Davis, Ruth Crull 
  
September 6 Church Board Meeting 
Our September Board Meeting will be held Tuesday, 5:30 p.m. to accommodate schedule conflicts that night.   
When you say a situation or a person is hopeless, you are slamming the door in the face of 
God.        -  Charles L. Allen    
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Reminder:  District Conference at Beech  Grove Church of the Brethren September 9-10 
This year’s District Conference will be held at the Beech Grove Church of the Brethren, 9064 W. Grandview 
Blvd, Pendleton, Indiana.  Come and enjoy worship and singing on Friday night.  Worship through music 
begins with music at 6:35 p.m.  Opening Prayer is at 6:50 p.m.   
 
Cambridge City Canal Days begins September 10-11 
We will NOT be having our roasted corn stand at Canal Days this year due to the fact that many have other 
commitments and we are lacking in help.  We are contemplating having it next year. 
 
New Addresses:   

�x Lucille Stout Dilling :  8756 E. Co. Rd 100 N., Hagerstown, Indiana 47346, phone: 765-332-2804 
 

�x Julie & Alfredo Tobias: 918 Winding Ridge Dr., Apt. 6, Richmond, Indiana 47374, phone:  765-965-
4962 

 
Hagerstown Church Women United will host the Area 6 Annual Gathering at Hagerstown United Methodist 
Church, 199 S. Perry St., Saturday, September 17 from 9:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.  A luncheon will be prepared and 
served by Hagerstown United Methodist Women.  All women are invited to come to this informative gathering.  
The theme is “Real Love in Action.”  Duretta Garrett  Program Manager at the Henry County Youth 
Center will be the speaker and residents will provide special music playing the Handbells.  Area 6 includes the 
counties of Wayne, Henry, Delaware, Jay, Blackford, and Randolph.   
 
Our congregation is asked to donate items to the Henry County Youth Center.  You may bring the items to 
church where they are being collected.  Items needed include: 
Lotion      Playing Cards    Whiffle Bats   
Shampoo     Volleyballs    Magic Markers 
Conditioner     Basketballs    White Tube Socks 
Chap Stick     Ping Pong Balls   M/L/XL Men’s Boxer 
Toothpaste     Ping Pong Paddles         Underwear 
Men’s Deodorant    500 Pc Puzzles   Bath Towels 
Board Games     Whiffle Balls 
 
To register for attendance call Jayne Bennett at 765/489-5285 or send your registration to Jayne Bennett, 
Registrar, 498 N Sycamore St., Hagerstown, IN 47346.  Cost for the registration and lunch is $7.00 at the door. 
 
 
September Birthdays  

2          Joy Klein    Joy is the echo of God’s life in us.     – Joseph Marmion 
5 Iona Lauver 
6 Don Swoveland 
7 Mark Pfeiffer 
12 Tracy Schmittler 
14       Bill DeVinney  
19 Harold Hilbert 
21      Trevor Stout 
23      Nancy Andrew, Kasey Reneau, Elizabeth Bach 
25      John McCormack 
27      Alicia Stout, Jayme Brandenburg 
29      Patrick Briar, Philip Pfeiffer 
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Giving for August 
Average Offering  needed monthly to meet budget…………………..$1,465.29  
Average Offering for August…………………………………………..  $1,237.84 
Offering for July 31..................................................................................$1,562.00     Attendance:  38 
                                                                                    Attendance 
August 7........................$1,292.00                                  48 
August 14........................1,148.50                                                 49 
August 21........................1,250.17                                                  39 
August 28........................1,260.70                                                 50 
On Earth Peace Offering    39.08 
Corn Fund  (Jubilee Days) 43.70 
 
Camp Mack 

Thanks to all summer camp volunteers!  Many thanks to each of you who helped in this life-
changing outreach ministry!  If you volunteered in any capacity at Camp this year, watch 
your mail for an invitation to the Volunteer Recognition Dinner on Saturday, Oct 29, 2005. 
 
Camp Mack Festival:  For a day of family fun, plan to attend the 7th Annual Camp Mack 

Festival on October 1, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.  Youth – plan to play in the volleyball, dodge ball and/or Frisbee 
golf tournaments at this year’s festival.  Sign up as an individual or team by contacting Camp Mack at 1-574-
658-4831.  All winning team members receive tickets to the 2:00 p.m. Christian Rock Concert for youth 
that takes place during the 2:00 p.m. fund-raising auction.  Festival proceeds will be used for camper 
scholarships and furniture for Camp lodges. 
 
Quilting Retreats are popular at Camp Mack and usually fill quickly.  Register now for the fall retreat, October 
14-16.  The cost is $85.00.  If you came to the April Quilting Retreat, you may attend this one for only $79.  
Call or email Camp for more information.  Phone: 1-574-658-4831. 
 
Laughter, Fun, inspiration, great food and fellowship describe Seasoned Citizen’s Retreats.  Register now 
for the October 10-13 Seasoned Citizens Retreat.  This Monday afternoon through Thursday noon retreat costs 
just $90 each.   
 
Father/son Native American Weekend:  Make arrows, learn tracking techniques, set up a tepee, play Native 
American games… A weekend packed full of hands on activities that you will remember for a lifetime.  
Registration fee:  $76 for father and son ($32 for each additional person). 
 
Camp Prayer requests:  Please pray for: The Camp Director and Staff, Seasoned Citizens, the Indiana Camp 
Board. 
 
A Quiet Place Quote:  Responding to God’s call to surrender forces me to value my brokenness, as well as my 
strength.           – Jan Johnson 
 
A Letter from the Annual Conference Moderator – Prayer and Scripture Challenge 

Greetings to all who have the opportunity to read this note.  At Annual Conference I 
challenged persons to join me in reading a chapter a day from the New Testament.  During the last 

week of July, I sent an email note to the members of Standing Committee, suggesting that we 
read through the book of Acts and 2 Thessalonians during the month of August.  Then I got 
the “bright” idea of sharing (during the first week of August) that challenge with each District 

Office.  I was hoping the information might be shared throughout each district in some way, 
even though it was late in arriving….  For those who are receiving this for the first time, the 

challenge shared at Annual Conference was threefold: 
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[Here is the challenge]  
   1. Read, preferably out loud, a chapter a day from the New Testament. 

2.  Fast, the first day of the month.  You can choose to fast from food, TV, 
  the telephone or the Internet.  Spend some extra time in prayer  

     that day for a special need in the district, congregation, or pray for 
          all students who are returning to school.  

3.  Be in prayer daily for someone who needs to know Jesus Christ as Lord  
  and Savior 

Ronald D. Beachley, Annual Conference Moderator 
 
Note from the S/Central Indiana District  
Dear Pastors & Chaplains, 
John Bunch, District Disaster Response Coordinator, is asking that members of South/Central Indiana District 
answer the call to help in the recent disaster from Hurricane Katrina. Suggestions are to designate a Sunday or a 
month of Sundays to take up a collection and send it to the District Office earmarked for Katrina disaster 
victim’s aid. The district will then send all that is collected to the National Office for distribution. 
 
Denominational Update on Hurricane Disaster - The Brethren Send Materials  and Grant Money and to 
Aid Hurricane Survivors 

The Church of the Brethren  has begun responding to the needs of survivors of Hurricane Katrina with 
an initial grant from the General Board's Emergency Disaster Fund (EDF) and a shipment of relief materials 
from the Brethren Service Center warehouses in New Windsor, Md. In addition, board staff Roy Winter, 
director of Emergency Response, and Helen Stonesifer, coordinator of Disaster Child Care, have been requested 
to participate in the coordination of mass care for all the survivors, working out of Washington, 
D.C., with the Red Cross. 

On Aug. 29, Hurricane Katrina slammed into the northern Gulf Coast causing massive destruction in the 
city of New Orleans, and in other areas of Louisiana, and Mississippi. The storm also affected the Alabama 
coast and Florida panhandle, reported Emergency Response/Service Ministries (ER/SM). "The storm is tracking 
up into the Tennessee and Ohio Valleys, where widespread flooding is expected," ER/SM said. According to 
press reports, death tolls may rise into the hundreds, and most of the half-million residents of New Orleans--
which is being completely evacuated--will be unable to return home and need temporary shelter for weeks if not 
longer.  

A shipment of relief materials left the Brethren Service Center last night, Aug. 30, bound for Baton 
Rouge, La. The shipment of 5,000 blankets and 5,040 Gift of the Heart Health Kits was prepared for Church 
World Service (CWS) by the staff of Service Ministries. It should arrive this afternoon, said Diane Gosnell, 
secretary for Emergency Response. Service Ministries also is preparing a shipment of 540 Health Kits for CWS 
to send to West Memphis, Ark. 

The initial EDF grant of $15,000 responds to a CWS appeal for $300,000 for the disaster. The funds will 
support shipments of Gift  of the Heart Kits, material aid, and the organization of long term recovery. CWS 
anticipates that its response to Hurricane Katrina may be the largest US relief and recovery effort in its history, 
a press release today reported. CWS executive director John L. McCullough is traveling to Louisiana to 
personally assess emergency and long-term recovery needs and to meet with area faith leaders. "Church World 
Service is particularly concerned about the plight of what we anticipate to be a high percentage of poor 
people, the elderly, and other vulnerable populations," he said. "Stories of individuals who had to stay in their 
homes because they couldn't afford to evacuate personify that crisis." For more about the CWS response, see 
www.churchworldservice.org.  

Church of the Brethren Disaster Child Care volunteers are standing by, and will likely work at shelters 
as well as in service centers. The child-care deployment is being organized and priorities are being set with the 
Red Cross, Winter said. A call to remember those in Biloxi, Miss., who received Brethren aid to rebuild 
following a storm in the late 1990s came from Stan Noffsinger, general secretary of the General Board. He 
recalled in particular a grandmother named Miss Grace, who lived with three generations of her family in a 
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home rebuilt by the Brethren. It was the first Brethren Disaster Response project after Noffsinger became 
director of the program in 1999. "I was so moved by the relationships that we built with the people in Biloxi, 
dear friends, dear souls," he said, remembering as well the hundreds of Brethren volunteers who gave hours of 
aid to Biloxi.  

Miss Grace's home and others the Brethren helped to rebuild were located right behind the casinos that 
were destroyed along the coast line in Biloxi, Noffsinger said. The conflicting images of opulence and poverty 
highlight the problems that the country, and the church, face following this disaster, he said. "In light of the 
mighty winds, and the mighty waters, the opulence could not stand, but neither did Miss Grace's house. It 
makes you wonder what happened to the people we worked for, because they've lost everything. Where do they 
go now, and how do they recover?" 

The Brethren who have been calling the Brethren Service Center with offers of rooms and hospitality for 
those displaced by the hurricane were thanked by Noffsinger, but he called for great care to be taken in 
responding to the crisis so that the church's response is appropriate. "I have confidence in our Emergency 
Response program, the Disaster Child Care program, and our participation in Church World Service," he said. 
"When we respond it will be appropriate, it will be humane, and it will be respectful of the lives that we care 
for." 

In other Brethren news related to the hurricane, a prayer request was issued by Southeastern District for 
hurricane damage in Alabama. The church buildings of Fruitdale (Ala.) Church of the Brethren and Cedar 
Creek Church of the Brethren in Citronelle, Ala., were unharmed. A member of Cedar Creek lost her home, and 
the daughter of the Fruitdale pastor had a tree fall on one end of her mobile home. Steven Petcher, a team pastor 
at Cedar Creek, reported that many trees were blown over by the 60- to 90-mile-an-hour winds, but all church 
members are safe. The district is collecting donations toward the disaster. "When you look at the whole picture 
it's just overwhelming," said district co-executive Martha Roudebush, expressing concern for all of those 
affected by the hurricane. "You can't find words" to share the feelings, she said. 

** Gift of the Heart Health Kits are needed for the relief effort, as well as Heart to Heart Kids 
Kits, and donations to the Emergency Disaster Fund to support Brethren efforts to help those in need. 
Information about kits is at www.churchworldservice.org/kits/index.html.  Donations may be sent to the 
Emergency Disaster Fund, 1451 Dundee Ave., Elgin, IL 60120. For more about the Emergency 
Response/Service Ministries see 
www.brethren.org/genbd/ersm/ . 
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