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Bob and I recently went to downtown Richmond and parked on the street side of Elder Beerman. Bob
went to get license plates. We had taken the dog with us. I waited in the car with Schnickelfritz.

It wasn’t long until a wild woman was running down the street a block and a half after a dog. It’s a
wonder the dog didn’t get hit by traffic as she chased after it across the street and then later back across the
street again. This wild woman was running after the dog and yelling it’s name and saying, “No.” But the dog
was too fast for the woman. Finally, the dog ran into an area that was fenced where a semi was docked. The
dog was somewhat trapped. And the woman was able to capture the dog.

Yes, you guessed it. The wild woman was ME. [ was sitting at the side of Elder Beerman with the
window rolled down all the way, and Schnickeftitz jumped out the window. I flung open the door and went to
grab him, but he was too fast. [ must have looked like a crazy woman chasing after him and yelling
“Schnickelfritz.” A mother with a couple of kids--one child was in a stroller--tried to grab him, but he was too
fast. He ran back across to the other side of the street. It’s a wonder he didn’t get hit. At least this was the area
of town where there were stop signs and speed bumps and so he didn’t get hit—my greatest fear. I never
thought he would jump out the window. I chased him for more than a block. I thought he was going to be a
goner and/or lost. At least there were no screeching tires or anything like that. I think he was probably looking
for Bob.

A woman met me as [ was carrying him back to the car. “Did you know you left our car door open?” I
was just wondering that when she approached me. I had left the car door open when I got out to grab him
initially, and my purse was on the floor. She told me she shut the door and stayed by the car to make sure no
one stole my purse. She’d seen me go chasing after him. What a good Samaritan! So when Bob came back |
said, “Well, we had an exciting time!” Guess I won’t let the window all the way down again in the car unless
he’s on the lead.

I wonder. I wonder how many of us go running off ahead of God with plans of our own and don’t look
back. God runs after us calling our name, “Carol,” “John,” “Susie,” “Bill,” and we just keep on running not
turning to look at God. We are on aroll. We run like the wind away from our Creator. We explore everything
along the way and look for something new to excite us. And still God runs after us because he loves us...cares
for us. I cared about my dog. Schnickelfritz didn’t seem to have a care in the world running ahead of me, until
he came to the fenced area...a barrier.



It was then that he stopped and turned and looked at me. I was able to capture him when he stopped. It
was as if he was tired of his lark. It was as if he saw me and looked me in the face saying, “Ok, I'm done. I'll
let you take me now.” We are often like my runaway dog. Often it is when we hit some barrier in our life, some
crisis, something that causes us to put on the brakes that we stop and turn to God. It is then that we face God
with our pleading eyes. Or it is out of exhaustion from our own efforts that we finally say, “Ok, here [ am. I
can’t do this on my own. I don’t know the direction or have any sense of direction in my life.”

If I had shouted the word, “Treat,” Schnickelfritz probably would have stopped in his tracks. But I
didn’t think of it at the time. Metaphorically, God shouts, “Treat.” God’s treat is his love for us. And you know
what? God demonstrates his unconditional love as we stop and turn and face him by opening K Lakms to
receive us back...to hug us to his heart...to tell us how much he loves us. When we turn and face God, we can
relax. Our Maker has found us! We are safe!

So the next time you feel like running ahead of God, stop, turn and face the Lover of your soul and be
joyful that God is there.

In Christ, for Christ,

Pastor Carol Pfeiffer
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A new S.S. School class is meeting in the room by the church office. If you do not have a
class, join with this group. They are finishing the Gospel of Mark. Robert Pfeiffer is leading
the group. All welcome.

'LVW BIRFONVH UBKEIHO GH U
District Conference will be held at Salamonie Church of the Brethren, Warren, Indiana, September 14-15.
Registration begins at 6 p.m. Moderator Pam Princell is the speaker for worship.
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G L D SSHDW) WY hh\outreach project. The program will serve families in the Western
Wayne and Nettle Creek school district areas 5 H | HRJOR U RAM be distributed to the
local trustee offices and WIC program. A diaper pantry volunteer will deliver the diapers to
the home of the families in need. A Nettle Creek Church of the Brethren brochure and an
invitation to visit our church will be given to the family at that time. The program is targeted W R
VW B H®BWHP E HU. The Witness Committee will reevaluate the success and desire to continue the diaper
pantry project in August 2007.
The Witness Committee is asking the church members to help support this project in a variety of ways:

1. By saving spare change. This money will be collected periodically and used to purchase diapers in a
variety of sizes.

2. Diaper donations will be accepted. They can be any brand, any size.

3. Diaper coupons will also be accepted as they will be helpful for families.

4. Money making projects such as bake sales or rummage sales may be used in the future to help fund the
program.

5. Anyone interested in helping to deliver diapers can contact Julie Potter, 765-478-4305 or
Juliannacp@AQOL.com  Thanks for your support.
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Average Weekly Offering needed to meet budget....... $1,390.77
Average Offering for July .................oooni. $ 1,125.55
Total Offering for August.............ccoovviiiiineininnn $ 4,638.00
July 30 (not reported last month)..................... ... $ 1,285.20
AUGUSE 6.0t 821.00

AUGUSE 27 e 2,378.00
$YHUBWAW H Q CGROHXFIK /A « « « «
2 W K HLWY L @dmp Mack -$60 from July; On Earth Peace Assembly - $17

SUD\BIBOFHUQV
6 DOFFKPLWW @BDWULNF KR O \GBi€a Davis Mark Werking Don Seibert
Jay Burroughs Howard Davis Gratia Waskom
Home: Mary Werking, Harriet Burroughs, Ruth Crull, Viola Nicholson, Bernetha Davis
Care Center: LuFreda Bowman, Margaret Briar

(Please let Pastor Carol or Jodi Johnson know if you want someone placed on or removed from the Prayer List.)

$O0ZDDWR SSRUW WRHWWHEHK XU F K
Continued help is needed for cleaning various parts of the church. Sign-up sheet is on the
bulletin board in the east entrance.

6SHFE2IDOULDWHYV
September 10 — Bethany Theological Seminary

' RUVKIHHDGBOQGSHD NBIRUPD\WBRGWHPEHU
September 3 — Robert Pfeiffer; Pastor Carol preaching

Scripture: Mark 7: 1-8; 14-15; 21-23

Sermon: “Clean Hands Versus Clean Heart”
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September 10 — Marcia Stout; Pastor Carol preaching D\ = (
Bethany Emphasis Sunday \/\\ t/@
Scripture: Mark 7: 24-37 \ (
Sermon: “Jesus, the Heart Lock Picker”

September 17 — Allan Bullock; Pastor Carol preaching @@
Scripture: James 3: 1-12 l
Sermon: “Talk Like a Christian, Not Like a Pirate” /L

September 24 —Brad Bowman; guest speaker: Rev. David Shetler ‘

October 1 — Ron Hoover, guest speaker: Rev. David Shetler

&RPLOBR(HFWXBUORIHWKRHQUYHUVDWLRQV

Watch for information regarding when the study will begin on “Together Conversations on Being the Church.”
Marjorie Briar, Bill and Ruth Stout attended the training at Grandview Church of the Brethren. The purpose is
for congregations to work through the Together study in S.S. classes or a retreat format this ) D OThe outcome
of the study will be compiled by March 2007 and be presented at Annual Conference in Cleveland, Ohio 2007.
It is important for all persons in the congregation to be a part of the study and to share what “being the church”
means to them.

&RPPXOQUWQWYV
Cambridge Canal Days: September 9-10

W
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“Shepherding the Shepherds” is sponsored by Area 9 agency in partnership with Alzheimer’s Association and
Friends Fellowship Community. It is a program designed to help members of the faith community minister to
those in their congregation who are facing the challenges associated with Alzheimer’s Disease. The program
willbeon 6HSWHPHMHBP D Pt S PThis will be followed by a tour of The Courtyards)

It will be held at Friends Fellowship Community in the Community room, 2030 Chester Blvd., Richmond,
Indiana.

9:00 a.m. Dr. Keith Dobyns, Medical Director of FFC—Keynote speaker
Medical and Spiritual Management of the Demented Patient and Family

10:45 a.m. — Caregiver Panel
Sharing their personal stories about taking care of a loved one with AD

Noon- Lunch
12:30 p.m. — Maureen McCarthy —FFC Chaplain
Ministering to the Person with Alzheimer’s Disease

There is no fee for attending but registration is a must.
Contact Linda Sayne at Area 9 at 765-966-1795 or 1-800-458-9345 to reserve your spot.
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% HOIRW KHHFR P P H Q&DWWANS V VE B DIRMG X J XV W
The District Board of S/C Indiana recommends that any Church that allows a same sex covenant service on
church property will have a three year moratorium placed upon their participation in elected and appointed
District offices, including seating delegates at District conference. During this time of moratorium, the Church
will also submit to work with the District Board, Ministry of Reconciliation and Annual Conference Council
and other entities as directed by the 2004 Annual Conference paper — Congregational Disagreement with
Annual Conference decisions, to address the issues surrounding their broken relationshi ps with the larger
church. Further, that the Church will be directed to suspend indefinitely conducting or facilitating same sex
covenant services, on church property or with the assistance of church ministerial leadership.

'HORPLODWHRWDO

*As announced earlier this year, the $ Q Q X&OROQ | H U BIQLFAdH O R FFdnvihélGhurch of the Brethren
General Offices in Elgin, 1ll., WW KAU HWEHUB QR HARW AU Z L Q GV B@, this month. The move
takes place the week of Aug. 21-25. The office will open for business in New Windsor on Aug. 28. The new
address of the Annual Conference Office is 500 Main Street, P.O. Box 720, New Windsor, MD, 21776-0720;




410-635-8740, 800-688-5186, fax 410-635-8742, executive director 410-635-8781. E-mail addresses remain
unchanged for Fogle (Ifogle ac@brethren.org ) and Conference assistant Dana Weaver
(dweaver ac(@brethren.org ).

*An Action Alert from the Brethren Witness/Washington Office of the General Board, dated Aug. 3, calls
attention to the Global Warming Pollution Reduction Act of 2006 (S. 3698), introduced by Senator Jim Jeffords
(I, VT). The legislation “is based on the increasing scientific evidence that global warming poses a significant
threat to the public health and welfare of the US and to the global environment as a whole,” the alert stated. As
well as giving details of the legislation, the alert quotes from the 1991 Annual Conference statement “Creation:
Called to Care,” and urges Brethren to contact their senators in support of the act. “Your voice can make a
difference,” the alert said. “As little as 10 calls or letters on an issue can be enough to convince an elected
official to support or not support a piece of legislation. Let us take a serious stand on reducing global warming
and caring for our environment.” For more information go to

www.brethren.org/genbd/WitnessWashOffice.html or contact the office at 800-785-3246 or

washington_office gb@brethren.org .

SURFOWKRZHRFRG WKHHRRBQQXMORQYIHUHQFHXJ -- “Proclaim the
Power of God” (Psalm 68:34-35) is the theme for the 221st Annual Conference of the Church of the Brethren,
tobeheldin EOHYHOPBIOKRXQH -X 0O\ . “As we continue our Together: Conversations on
Being the Church, I challenge you to join me as we ‘Proclaim the Power of God,”” said 2007 moderator Belita
D. Mitchell in her statement on the theme. Mitchell is pastor of First Church of the Brethren in Harrisburg, Pa.
“I believe now is the time for us to become more ethnically diverse, more spiritually alive and more united to

continue the work of Jesus across the United States and around the world. Let us prepare to come together in
Cleveland celebrating the Power of God in our midst.” (1HZVOLQH

CHURCH OF THE COVEREP PISH by Thom Tapp

“Our stewardship campaign is almost over,
but we are meeting pockets of resistance...”
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